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FROM OUR MINISTER

“Imagine a Different Type of Story”

Dear Beloveds,

Dystopian fiction has increased exponentially in popularity in recent years. The

' Hunger Games books and movie and The Handmaid'’s Tale series on Hulu are but
™ two of the most popular examples of the genre. Dystopian tales imagine the worst
- of the worst in a setting where everything is as bad as possible. Dystopian stories
are overloaded with extreme oppression, horror, human ill will, ill health, and
corruption. Authoritarian regimes and ecological devastation are common fixtures
and stories often unravel in the time following a horrific pandemic or nuclear
war. Although fiction, the themes are real and creators are usually critiquing social, political, technological, and
cultural issues. Given the current state of political chaos, the real threat of environmental collapse, the rise of
authoritarianism around the world, and the recent pandemic, these stories have gone from being obviously
fictional to tales that anyone with even the slightest shred of imagination can picture happening next year or next
month if not the day after tomorrow.

If the daily news isn’t scary enough, these novels will terrify you in how realistic they seem and how easily you
could imagine the stories being current events, not fiction:

o The Parable of the Sower by Octavia Butler

e Prophet Song by Paul Lynch

e The Last Summer of Reason by Tahar Djaout, translated by Marjolijn DeJager

e Burn by Peter Heller

« Jennifer Government by Max Barry

There is another way to imagine the future. The opposite of dystopian fiction is not necessarily utopian because
utopias do not exist. The word utopia literally means “no place” in Greek. Yet there are certainly stories of
recognizable and realistic hope. Fairy tales of blind optimism where everything turns out perfect and humanity
lives in paradise forever and ever aren’t what we need. We need stories that help us imagine a path to a better
place, a future that’s better, if not perfect, and most importantly, actually possible. Something not too difficult to
imagine. If you need to imagine a better world, | recommend these stories:

e A Psalm for the Wild Built by Becky Chambers is about a world that has gone through the worst of
ecological devastation and over-reliance on technology run amok and come out on the other side. The
story centers on a monk and a robot who form a unique friendship and together explore what it means to
be human, to be good, and to be alive.

(continued)
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e The Life Impossible by Matt Haig is an exemplary work of magical realism that deals with themes
including ecological collapse, political corruption, and personal integrity. A mysterious energy or being
found in the ocean of a Spanish island sustains and heals the planet and its people. The protagonists fight
against political power and corruption that endanger the environment.

e The Fifth Sacred Thing by Starhawk begins as a dystopian nightmare but in an environmentally
devastated American Christian theocracy, a group in the Pacific Northwest creates an alternative society
built on community, compassion, and fifth sacred thing.

e Glory by Noviolet Bulawayo recalls Animal Farm, but the story is an overthrow of tyranny.

e Orbital by Samantha Harvey is set in an international space station orbiting the Earth. The crew offers a
glimpse into a better humanity as they float above the planet.

Find stories that imagine a better way this month and let them inspire you to imagine a future of possibility and
renewal instead of futility and mourning.

Imaginatively,
Rev. Tony

SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE TO PERSONAL GROWTH - “Play a Cooperative Game”

Our theme this month is Imagination and my spiritual challenge for personal growth this month is to play a game
or two (or five) that recast the experience of game play from competition to cooperation. What if games weren’t
played to win, but instead were played to enjoy and continue to the play? What if we didn’t try to defeat others,
but instead worked together so that we all win? Imagine that! These types of games are called cooperative games
because players all work together instead of trying to defeat each other.

There are alot of cooperative games. Here are some suggestions to begin exploring this type of game:

e Co-opoly - Instead of trying to bankrupt opponents as in Monopoly, you work together to run a
successful co-op!

« Forbidden Island - You and other players are a team of fearless adventurers trying to find four sacred
treasures among the ruins of a forbidden island before the island sinks into the seal

« Paleo - The players form a tribe of Paleolithic people exploring and trying to complete a cave painting.

o Dungeons and Dragons - If you’ve never played D&D now’s the time! It’s the original cooperative team
quest game.

As always, I’d love to hear about your experience with this challenge. If you play some cooperative games, let
me know what you thought about the experience!


https://store.tesacollective.com/products/co-opoly-the-game-of-co-operatives
https://gamewright.com/product/Forbidden-Island
https://marketplace.dndbeyond.com/
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May’s theme is Imagination and all services will relate to that idea in some way. Some services may differ
slightly from these descriptions, as details of the main presentation aren't finalized until a day or two before each
service.

Sunday, May 4t Imagine a New Story Rev. Tony Lorenzen
Rev. Tony Lorenzen invites us to imagine a world in which we dare to imagine a different story than the one we
usually tell ourselves about right and wrong and good and evil. He applies this to colonialism, racism,
authoritarianism, and religion.

Sunday, May 11t Mother’s Day Rev. Hank Peirce
Rev. Hank Peirce helps us celebrate Mother’s Day.

Sunday, May 18t When Pigs Fly and More Lessons From the Kids Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao
In this multigenerational service, the children will share reflections on what they have been doing and learning in
their programs this year.

Sunday, May 25" There’s a Place for You at Our Table Rev. Tony Lorenzen
Rev. Tony Lorenzen invites us to imagine a better future for our country and our world. A future of abundance
instead of scarcity; of cooperation instead of conflict; of community instead of isolation; of inclusion instead of
bigotry; of love instead of hate. He takes us through dystopias and utopias to real possibilities.
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New Members 'J

The Membership Team is happy to welcome new members to the Congregation. UUCD will officially welcome
new members during the May 4 service. We look forward to celebrating all of our new members that day after
the service over coffee and refreshments.

Jeff and Robin Pace
Jeff and Robin Pace are excited to join an open and community-focused spiritual community. Jeff was born and
raised in Danbury having graduated from DHS in 2003. He enjoys speed running, retro video games and
technology. Robin grew up in Newtown and has a Masters of Fine Arts in poetry. She enjoys singing, reading
voraciously, and arthouse films. Jeff and Robin met 11 years ago and bonded quickly over karaoke. Robin and
Jeff have a vivacious three-year old daughter, Zelda Mae, who enjoys music, dancing, and The Muppets
(particularly Beaker). The Pace Family resides in Brookfield.

From the Board of Trustees
by Jeff Asher, Trustee

A Natural High!

These days with fake news aplenty, it is nice to get back to something that feels, well, “natural and real.”

As an antidote to the immigrant bashing that has been going on for years, | have organized the Pawling Rotary
Club to host again the Naturalization Ceremonies at Pawling’s Lakeside Park. This Naturalization Ceremony,

where new citizens take their Oath of Allegiance, is under the direction of NY’s Dutchess County Clerk, Brad
Kendall. (Brad is also a member of the UU of Poughkeepsie where | met him.)

Our latest ceremony was held on April 4" when 50 new citizens from 28 countries were LEGALLY naturalized.
This is truly the stuff of tears and tissues! Pawling Rotary welcomed over 300 attendees with refreshments,
translators, a place for kids to play before the ceremony and a special area to take photos as mementoes.
Representatives from the League of Women Voters and the Courts for Jury Duty were there to sign up the new
citizens. There was also a special connection to our local youth. Forty students from the Pawling School District
and Trinity-Pawling Prep School were there after studying about the path to citizenship in their Social Studies
classes.

I have included two of the many photos taken. The first shows the new citizens raising their hands to take the
Oath. Then, just afterwards students threw several vinyl globes into the air to celebrate. (I got the idea from our
March, Multi-Gen Sunday Service.)
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Becoming a US Citizen is expensive and time-consuming. Today, citizenship has a special value of safety since
visa holders are under attack by our government.

It could not be more “natural and real” to remember our own roots since we are all immigrants who are quite
fortunate to be citizens of this great nation.

\ Our Caring Circle is Available
- w ' Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle.
\ ’
i Lou Ann Heller is the contact person for May and June.

Bob Bollinger is the assistant.
If you have a need, please contact Lou Ann.

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day.
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From Our Director of Religious Education For Children and Youth,
Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao

Dear Congregation,

I have exciting news to share! Thanks to your generous support, the children have
almost raised enough money to get a simple backyard playset! However, their
proposal for a playground included a commitment to create something that would be
accessible for children with disabilities, which is a costlier endeavor but could result
in an incredibly needed ministry in the Greater Danbury area.

We have a decision to make. We will have a different path to take if we want to keep
things simple, inexpensive, and fast than if we want to take care to nurture in the
children the values that made them propose a playground that could be used by all
children, so no child coming to the congregation would find that they can’t access the play equipment here. How
committed are we to joining the children in that endeavor, and can we do that without slowing things down too
much so that the children who proposed the playground will have one to play on before they get too old to want
to play on it?

I have seen this congregation generously make resources available for things you value. If you think we should
support the children in manifesting their vision for an accessible playground, are you able to put a seed donation
toward this vision? If we had a donor or two who gave us a total of, say, $5000 toward this vision, it would
signal to the children (and the board) that they have support for additional fundraising. Please reach out if this is
of interest to you!

Warmly,
Sierra-Marie

Upcoming in Children and Youth Ministries

Nursery care for children ages 0-3 is available during services on Sunday mornings, or caregivers are of course
welcome to keep their children with them during services.

During the program year, children over the age of three are invited to attend the first part of the service with the
adults. After the story portion of the service, these children have the option to go to children’s programs. Our
teen youth group (8th-12th grade) takes place on designated days and times.
o Friday, May 4: Regular Sunday morning programs; Youth Group meets Sunday evening
e Sunday, May 11: Last day of regular Sunday morning programs for the program year; Youth Group
meets Sunday evening
« Sunday, May 18: Multigenerational Service in the morning; Youth Group meets Sunday evening
e Sunday, May 25: Celebration Sunday! We will have a program celebration as we begin to bring our
program year to a close.
Note that on Sunday, June 1, we will have our Senior High Sunday and Bridging ceremony. On Sunday, June 8th
we will have our flower ceremony. Both of these are multigenerational services that will wrap up our program
year.
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Volunteers Needed!

This is the time of year when we turn our attention to program planning. Children, youth, and family plans for
this summer as well as the upcoming school year will depend on volunteer availability. However, it is still very
important to match people with the right volunteer roles for them. If you are interested in volunteering, please
send an email to dre@uudanbury.org with the following information.

o Frequency: How frequently are you interested in volunteering (once or twice during the year; three or
four times during year; once or twice per month; most Sundays)?

e Type: What inspired you to reach out? Are you interested in helping with planning, preparation, or
committee work, or is your preference to work directly with program participants?

o Style: What is your preferred style of interaction (for example, do you prefer to be in charge, or are you
more interested in mutuality; do you like to have structure or do you prefer to interact in more flexible
ways)?

o Age: Is there a particular age group with whom you are best suited to work?

o Skills: Do you have a special skill you can offer the children’s community in either behind-the-scenes or
direct work (some examples might include making music, telling stories, creating props and sets for
stages, art of any type, etc.)?

« Connections: Do you have a connection to a community organization with which we could partner for
social action events?

Common Council Meeting on May 25, 2025

Save the date for our Common Council Meeting on May 25, 2025. We'll be meeting in the Fellowship Hall right
after the Sunday Service so we invite everyone who's interested in the workings of our congregation to join us.

Our Common Council Meeting gives us an opportunity for members of the Board and the Chairs of the Teams
and Ministries of UU Danbury to deal with matters that affect multiple constituencies, including sharing
information, hearing and discussing concerns and seeking input from a wide cross section of our community. We
use this meeting to foster better communication within UU Danbury and build greater engagement with those
who volunteer on our teams.

The Board wants to thank every single team and ministry leader for the work they do as UUCD continues to
grow as a spiritual source of light and love. We look forward to being together. This is a chance to find out
what’s needed, what we’d like to restart or do differently, and what we’d like to build together.

Please send any agenda items you have to Annie Senol, Board Vice President.


mailto:dre@uudanbury.org
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Announcing UU Danbury's Annual Meeting and Important Town Halls!

UUCD will hold our Annual Meeting of the entire congregation on
Sunday, June 1 after the service.

There will be two informational Town Hall sessions beforehand. Please plan to attend one or the other of
these meetings to familiarize yourself with the issues. Time for discussion at the Annual Meeting will be
limited, so the Town Hall is the best place to get all your questions answered.

« May 18 after the service in Fellowship Hall, in person only
e May 20, Tuesday at 7 pm, hybrid in the lower level of Fellowship Hall and via Zoom.

Childcare will be available for the May 18 Town Hall and the Annual Meeting. The items to be voted on are as
follows:

1. 4 Bylaws Amendments

2. Should UUCD sign on to the Apartheid-Free Pledge?

3. Should UUCD join Connecticut for All?

4. 2025-26 Budget

5. Electing officers and Board members

The full agenda will be posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall lobby by May 15th. As usual,
absentee ballots will be available; look for details on that later in May.

Upcoming Events

Movies with a Message ‘

Saturday, May 10t - Suze Shaner-Brodax and Dan Brodax are facilitating Movies with a Message,

using Spiritual Cinema’s movie shorts each month from 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. These nights consist of 1-3 short
movies that explore the big questions about life and living (i.e, Who are we? Why are we here? Where are we
bound? and What can we become when we live at our highest level of potential?) with discussion afterwards. We
will supply water and popcorn. Feel free to bring your takeout dinner. Donations to UUCD gratefully accepted.

UUCD Men Conversing over Coffee meets on the second Wednesday of each month. Our next meeting is on
Wednesday, May 14" at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall Lower Level. For more information contact Jeff
Asher or Joe Gillotti.



https://uudanbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/link-for-April-Comment.pdf
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MUSIC AT
THE RIDGE

PAUL KAPLAN and ROD SINCLAIR

Paul Kaplan and Rod Sinclair bring warmth and comfort with their accomplished
songs and stories from gentler times. The songs side with the powerless but are
strong in their solidarity, love and trust in an alternative, better future. We are
reminded of what music can do, particularly in these times when a ceasefire
seems a distant dream. A powerful concert! Songs of conviction, without
prejudice or didactics. Songs that touch us with both bite and wit.

More at: https://paulkaplanmusic.com/paul-kaplan-rod-sinclair-duo

ES8 =] TICKETS:
24 Clapboard Ridge Road $25 in person,
Danbury, Connecticut : $20 streaming
www.musicattheridge.org E All tickets through
g . EVENTBRITE or at door

https://tinyurl.com/AryywIm3
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MinistryTeam News

From the Social Action Council

Soup Kitchen Corner by Judy Lacker

On Saturday, May 3, some members of Soup Kitchen Team B (Team Leaders Bruni Edwards & Yvonne
Ruddy-Stein, Joanne Davidson, The Parr Family, The Bonansinga/Twombly Family, The Haffner Family)
will be returning to the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen on Spring Street to help serve take-out meals and sandwiches
that were cooked or prepared in volunteers’ homes or through donations. Unfortunately, we are not yet able to
serve the guests a meal inside Dorothy Day Hospitality House.

PLEASE NOTE: ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT YET ABLE TO SERVE THE GUESTS ASWE USED TO
INDOORS, WE ARE ABLE TO HAVE THEM TAKE AND EAT THEIR MEALS THAT ARE
HANDED OUT AT THE DOOR, INSIDE TO THE SHELTER AREA. FOR THIS, WE NEED EXTRA
VOLUNTEERS TO SUPERVISE THAT AREA FROM 3-4:30 FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH.,
WHEN OUR TEAMS ARE PREPARING THE MEALS IN THE KITCHEN AREA. PLEASE
CONTACT judylacker48@gmail IF YOU CAN HELP.

You can also help feed our neighbors with a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket. Sandwich
donations are being scheduled so we have just the right amount each day at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. If you
are interested in making sandwiches, please send an email to ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com. We can all be an
important part of the fight to end hunger in our community!

In the past couple of years, we have lost some of our Dorothy Day volunteers. Please consider volunteering to
be on a DD Team - it only involves a few hours, 4 Saturdays per year. You will find it to be a very rewarding
experience. Please contact Judy Lacker for more information or to sign up. If joining a team is not for you, you
may consider being an alternate. It would require you to be available to substitute for a team member who would
contact you a few days in advance of the particular first Saturday of the month. You can sign up on the poster on
the bulletin board in the lobby and indicate “Alternate”.

Please note that we continue to collect non-perishable food donations on Sunday mornings. Please place
your food donations in the basket in the foyer. You can sign up to help transport the weekly collection to
The Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. Please see the note below for suggestions on
donations. http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org/Wish_List.htm
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News from the UUA

UUA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

See UU's from all over the U.S. - Come to Baltimore for General Assembly 2025!

What: UUA General Assembly
Where: Baltimore, MD Convention Center
When: Wed. June 18 - Sun. June 22, 2025
Going: Margaret, Bruni and ??

We are looking for 1 or 2 more people who want to be voting delegates from UUCD. Our congregation has
endowed funds available to help cover registration and expenses. Preference for financial assistance will be
given to People of Color who would like to connect at GA with DRUUM (Diverse Revolutionary UU Ministries)
or BLUU (Black Lives of UU). Note: The 2026 General Assembly is planned to be all-virtual. If interested,
please contact Margaret Henderson.
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More)
by Douglas H. Parkhurst

Continued from April 2025... We are looking at Civil War soldiers associated with First Universalist Society, the
present-day Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury (UUCD).

Benjamin F. Skinner was born in Massachusetts about 1836. The 1860 U.S. Census shows him living with his
mother, Harriet, in the borough of Danbury and employed as a furrier. This likely meant he worked in a shop
where furs were cut and prepared for the hat-making process. Benjamin became a member of First Universalist
in 1859 and served on the seating committee, perhaps meaning as an usher. His sister, Emma J. Hadden, and
brother-in-law, Charles L. Hadden, were active in the Universalist Society as well.

Benjamin Skinner began his Civil War military service in April 1861, with a three month enlistment as a private
in the Wooster Guards, that is Company E, 1st Connecticut VVolunteer Infantry [see details in Notes... article of
April 2025]. Sadly, Harriet Skinner died three days after her son mustered in. The soldier's life must have agreed
with Benjamin Skinner; soon after returning to Danbury in the summer of 1861 he helped organize Company D,
7th Connecticut VVolunteers. He enlisted for three years and was made captain of the company. Between late
1861 and early 1864, the 7th Connecticut saw action in the southeastern United States, around Port Royal Sound
and Hilton Head, South Carolina; Fernandina and St. Augustine, Florida; and in the Battle of Olustee, Florida,
the largest Civil War battle in that state.

In February 1864, shortly after Olustee, Benjamin Skinner resigned from the army due to illness. He moved to a
farm in Eau Claire County, Wisconsin, and made an unsuccessful effort to recover his health. He died in June
1866 of what was termed "hereditary consumption™ [see note below]. An interesting provision of Benjamin's will
was his leaving his "swords, swords' belts, and guns™ to his sister Emma, with instructions that they not be sold
or otherwise disposed of, but passed on to Emma's descendants upon her decease. Benjamin Skinner's remains
were returned to Danbury and interred near his mother's in section E of Wooster Cemetery.

Lewis A. Ward joined Company C, 17th Connecticut VVolunteer Infantry, in August 1862. He mustered in as a
corporal and the next year was promoted to sergeant. Lewis served until the end of the war and was mustered out
in July 1865. The 17th was primarily a Fairfield County regiment. Most members of Company C came from
Danbury and neighboring towns. In 1863 it was engaged in the battles of Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and
Morris Island and Fort Wagner. Company C saw action in the St. John's River and St. Augustine areas of north
Florida in 1864 and 1865.

Lewis Ward was born in New Jersey in 1832. U.S. Census records show Lewis and his wife, Mary Lavinia
Ward, residing there in June 1860. Lewis was employed as a marble cutter; subsequently his occupation was
given as carpenter. Soon thereafter the couple moved to Danbury. First Universalist records show Mary admitted
to membership in October 1860. She later served on the Sunday school and missions committees.

Lewis joined First Universalist in 1866. He became very active, serving as an usher, moderator pro tem, on the
committee on the sick, and for multiple years as a trustee. Around 1881, Lewis went to Orange, New Jersey and
then to Pueblo, Colorado, where he was engineer at a planing mill; Mary remained in Danbury. Lewis Ward died
suddenly, in Pueblo, in 1883, and was buried in Pueblo Pioneer Cemetery. His obituary described his "pleasant
good nature, winning many friends wherever he went." Mary Ward worked in Danbury as a hat trimmer and
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later as manager of a local relief agency and "investigator of out door poor and widows pensions." For many
years she boarded in the Main Street home of Dr. Sophia Penfield. Dr. Penfield practiced homeopathic medicine
and was the first licensed female physician in Connecticut. Beginning in 1890, Mary Ward collected her own
Civil War widow's pension. She died in Danbury in 1927 at age 91. Mary's gravestone in section D of Wooster
Cemetery is inscribed "A Life Devoted To Helping Others."

Joseph T. Bates was born to a Universalist family in Danbury in 1843. His parents were Stephen and Deborah
Taylor Bates, married in 1837 by Rev. Salmon C. Bulkeley of the Universalist Society. Stephen, long an active
congregant, was a farmer and blacksmith in Danbury, and Joseph is listed in the 1860 U.S. Census as a carpenter
apprentice. In 1862, at age nineteen, Joseph Bates enlisted as a private in Company B, 23rd Connecticut
Volunteer Infantry, for a nine month term of service, to end in August 1863 [see note below]. For much of that
time Company B was stationed at La Fourche Crossing, Louisiana, southwest of New Orleans, engaged in
defending that city, in Union hands since mid-1862. It was part of the force that repulsed a Confederate cavalry,
artillery, and infantry attack at La Fourche on June 20 and 21, 1863.

In 1870 Joseph Bates was working as a carpenter. He soon advertised himself as a contractor and builder. Joseph
married Abbie Starr Taylor in 1871 and during the next decade three daughters were born, Eva, Anna, and
Marian. By 1880 Joseph was doing business in Danbury as a lumber merchant. His business prospered and J.T.
Bates and Co., besides lumber, began selling lime, cement, lath, and builders' materials. In addition, Joseph
Bates owned saw mill and planing mill equipment and timber rights in west central Alabama. He was a member
of the local James E. Moore Post No. 18, Grand Army of the Republic.

Joseph and Abbie Bates both belonged to First Universalist. Joseph, over the years, served many terms as a
trustee, was church clerk, an usher, and an association and convention delegate. In anticipation of the
construction of the new church building at 347 Main Street in the early 1890s, he donated $5,000 (the equivalent
of perhaps $175,000 in 2025). Joseph Bates died in 1905 and in his will named First Universalist Society of
Danbury a contingent beneficiary. In 1909 Abbie Bates began collecting her Civil War widow's pension. She
died in 1914. Joseph and Abbie are interred in the Bates family plot, section K of Wooster Cemetery.

[Note - "Consumption" in the nineteenth century was what we generally know today as tuberculosis.]
[Note - Members of Company B were almost entirely from Danbury.]

To be continued in June 2025... We will meet a young Danbury woman with ties to the high command of the
Union army and U.S. government.
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Our Mission Statement:

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people,
ideas and beliefs. We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need. With
others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth. We stand as a beacon for independent thought,

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration. - Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+
people. This year we are engaging in a Trans Inclusion program of education and action as we live out our UU values of
Love, Equity, Justice and Transformation. We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration
status, sexual orientation, religious background, or political affiliation — factors that can separate people in our larger
culture.

Deadline for the June Comment —
Friday, May 16™.

14



Comment

15



