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Welcoming all in a spirit of compassion, inquiry, and service
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Sunday, July 6t Pete Seeger's Legacy of Activism Nancy Hershatter
Sunday, July 13t Spirituality Joe Gillotti, Peter Horton, Alex Makai

These three long-term UUCD members will offer different perspectives on the aspects of spirituality.

Sunday, July 20t Justine McCabe

Sunday, July 27" Who’s Called for What? Suze Shaner-Brodax
A minister’s reflection on being called to ministry and ways in which we are all called to serve.

Sunday, August 3" Margaret Henderson
Part of Something Bigger: UUCD's Place in Unitarian Universalism

There are 1,081 UU congregations and communities registered with the UUA. From its founding in 1961, the UUA's

purpose has been to serve its member organizations, not tell them what to do. But has its role changed over time? Come

hear my impressions from General Assembly 2025 and learn about some of the resources the UUA offers, from spiritual /

inspirational to practical.

Sunday, August 10t Dale Hill, Darlene Anderson-Alexander, Todd Zagorec
How Did We Get Here and Where Are We Anyway?

The service presenters will share a little of their own spiritual odysseys and will invite the congregation to form

small discussion groups or simply reflect privately on their own similar - or different - spiritual journeys.
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Sunday, August 17t Rev. Elisabeth Larson

Sunday, August 24t What We Carry Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao
This service is intentionally multigenerational and will include a blessing of backpacks (or purses, totes, laundry
bags, fanny packs, or bags of any sort) for people of all ages.

Sunday, August 315t Juan Fonseca Tapio

*khkkhkkhkkkkikik

From Our Director of Family Ministry,
Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao

Informational Fair!

Our next program-year for children and youth launches in September. Spread the
word! Know a family with children who might enjoy checking us out? Our next
informational fair for families (with a bounce house and other activities for children)
will be on Sunday, September 7th from 11:30AM-1:00PM. Please talk with the
families you know about this fair, share on social media groups and on your own
social media pages, and print and post this flyer and this flyer in libraries, coffee
shops, and other public spaces in your community.

Volunteers Needed!

At the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury, staff and ministers are all part-time. Our programs are
the result of the efforts of the whole community. Help is needed with the children, youth, and family ministries
next year! That doesn’t mean everyone will be working directly with children (roles with children take a
volunteer application and background check). There are greatly varying opportunities to contribute. Please take a
few minutes to fill out this form with your volunteer interests, and Rev. Sierra-Marie will be in touch to help you
get matched with the right opportunity for you.

Rev. Sierra-Marie's New Email

As Rev. Sierra-Marie's job title has been changed to Director of Family Ministry, she has a new email to match:
dfm@uudanbury.org.



https://www.canva.com/design/DAGM6CIsRTo/KfZqGckllr4hId3ev1ef1g/view?utm_content=DAGM6CIsRTo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h65f0d3f5ce
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGHi7fNn7k/d2iz344ItF8deWgrxSE2WQ/view?utm_content=DAGHi7fNn7k&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=ha84bfce6b2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBXEebyyZVB4srzFE2CmXfBVMRPQ2x4hkuoRgNGyTzuylG6w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=113864585687472920347
mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
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Save the Date Notices - Children, Youth, and Family Ministries

Families with children and youth, please mark the following dates on your family calendar:
e Sunday, August 24th - Backpack blessings
e Sunday, September 7th - Homecoming/ingathering service and the Children, Youth, and Families Fall
Ministry Fair, 11:30AM-1:00PM! We are inviting families from across Greater Danbury, so please help
spread the word. The Fair is for all ages but our promotional materials reflect a special focus this year on
building programs for families with preschool-aged children.
e Sunday, September 14th - Fall programs will begin launching

Regqister for 2025-2026 Children and Youth Programs

Please click here to register your children and youth for 2025-2026 Nursery Care or Children and Youth
Programs. This registration form takes most families about 10-15 minutes to complete and is a required form for
nursery care and all programs.

Family Ministry Summer Office Hours

In July and August, Rev. Sierra-Marie will be doing a combination of professional development and 2025-2026
preparation time. During this time, she will generally be available to meet by appointment and answer phone
calls and emails. Please note that her summer response time may be slower. If any additional vacation time is
added, however, an email auto-reply will notify you of when she next will be available.

A Note on Welcoming Newcomers in Children and Youth Ministries

In an effort to be as welcoming as possible to families newly joining us, we have been reducing our use of
abbreviations. When we use an abbreviation, we make sure to always stop and share what it means. Even though
it takes a little longer, it is worth ensuring that we aren’t using insider language that can make newcomers feel
left out and uncertain what we are talking about.

A couple years ago, we decided to move away from the term Religious Education or “RE” because in this era it
too is a bit of “insider language” that is unfamiliar to families newly joining us, especially those who do not have
prior experience with another religious community.

Newcomers tend to ask things like “Do you have programs for kids?”” When we respond to their questions by
talking about “Religious Education,” this opens more questions than it answers. For this reason, we started using
more familiar and direct terms like “Programs for Kids,” “Children and Youth Ministries,” and “Family
Ministries.”

We no longer have a Children and Youth Religious Education Ministry Team. This team was renamed the
Family Ministry Team. Likewise, the Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao is no longer our Director of Religious Education
but now is our Director of Family Ministry.


https://www.canva.com/design/DAGHi7fNn7k/d2iz344ItF8deWgrxSE2WQ/view?utm_content=DAGHi7fNn7k&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=ha84bfce6b2
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGHi7fNn7k/d2iz344ItF8deWgrxSE2WQ/view?utm_content=DAGHi7fNn7k&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=ha84bfce6b2
https://forms.gle/onEDgQefNrwbiYX76
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Most months since October 2024 we have donated a portion of our Sunday offering to nonprofit organizations
doing meaningful work in our community or beyond. This is one way we live our values through generosity and
action. Your contribution helps support causes aligned with our mission—whether it’s social justice,
environmental sustainability, or humanitarian aid. Thank you for helping us make a difference, together.

Monthly Breakdown & Recipients

Month Paid Amount Recipient

October 2024 $246.00 Laundry Love of Greater Danbury
November 2024 $244.50 Amos House

December 2024 $223.75 Renewal House

January 2025 $123.00 UUA Disaster Relief Fund

March 2025 $308.00 Triangle Community Center

April 2025 $312.00 CT Coalition to End Homelessness

June 2025 $302.00 Fairfield County’s Community Foundation

We are looking for someone to lead this initiative for the next church year or perhaps we can consider adding
this role to the Social Justice team in the coming years. Please contact Kristen Papucci, Anne Krieg or
Margaret Henderson for more information.
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Upcoming Events

R h UUCD Women's Gathering

‘ﬁ 4 Join us for a UUCD Women's Gathering, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, first Thursdays of the month, at

G Mothership on Main Street. No set agenda - just conversation and connection! Summer
wmasr 1 dates: July 3, Aug. 7, and Sept. 4. All are welcome - no signups needed. See you there!
N - Questions? Speak to Barbara Myers, Melody Levy, or Lisa Horton.

I i PP

UUCD Men Conversing over Coffee meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall Lower Level. Our July meeting is on Wednesday, July 9. Our August meeting is on
Wednesday, August 13", For more information contact Jeff Asher or Joe Gillotti.

Movies with a Message will NOT meet in July and August, and will resume on Saturday, September 13t

MinistryTeam News

3 Our Caring Circle is Available
- w ' Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle.

Joan Campbell is the contact person for July and August.
Valerie Cochrane is the assistant.
If you have a need, please contact Joan

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day.
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From the Social Action Council

Soup Kitchen Corner by Judy Lacker

On Saturday, July 5, some members of Soup Kitchen Team A (Team Leader Lynn Taborsak, Bob Taborsak,
Diane Purvis, Nancy Brown, Linda and Steve Schneider, Jyo Buyyala, Michael O’Hare, and Lisa Deldin)
and on Saturday, August 9 some members of Team B (Co-leaders Bruni Edwards and Yvonne Ruddy-Stein,
Joanne Davidson, the Parr Family, the Bonansinga-Twombly Family, and the Haffner Family) will be
returning to the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen on Spring Street to help serve take-out meals and sandwiches that
were cooked or prepared in volunteers’ homes or through donations. Unfortunately, we are not yet able to serve
the guests a meal inside Dorothy Day Hospitality House.

PLEASE NOTE: ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT YET ABLE TO SERVE THE GUESTS ASWE USED TO
INDOORS, WE ARE ABLE TO HAVE THEM TAKE AND EAT THEIR MEALS THAT ARE
HANDED OUT AT THE DOOR, INSIDE TO THE SHELTER AREA. FOR THIS, WE NEED EXTRA
VOLUNTEERS TO SUPERVISE THAT AREA FROM 3-4:30 FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH.,
WHEN OUR TEAMS ARE PREPARING THE MEALS IN THE KITCHEN AREA. PLEASE
CONTACT judylacker48@gmail IF YOU CAN HELP.

You can also help feed our neighbors with a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket. Sandwich
donations are being scheduled so we have just the right amount each day at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. If you
are interested in making sandwiches, please send an email to ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com. We can all be an
important part of the fight to end hunger in our community!

In the past couple of years, we have lost some of our Dorothy Day volunteers. Please consider volunteering to
be on a DD Team - it only involves a few hours, 4 Saturdays per year. You will find it to be a very rewarding
experience. Please contact Judy Lacker for more information or to sign up. If joining a team is not for you, you
may consider being an alternate. It would require you to be available to substitute for a team member who would
contact you a few days in advance of the particular first Saturday of the month. You can sign up on the poster on
the bulletin board in the lobby and indicate “Alternate”.

Please note that we continue to collect non-perishable food donations on Sunday mornings. Please place
your food donations in the basket in the foyer. You can sign up to help transport the weekly collection to
The Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. Please see the note below for suggestions on
donations. http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org/Wish_List.htm



mailto:ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com
http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org/Wish_List.htm
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More)
by Douglas H. Parkhurst

Continued from June 2025... We conclude the Civil War era story of Emma Hurlburt and John Rawlins.

Mary Emeline "Emma" Hurlburt met widower John A. Rawlins, chief of staff to Major General Ulysses S.
Grant, in Vicksburg, Mississippi, during the summer of 1863. That December, back in Danbury, Emma Hurlburt
married by-then Brigadier General John Rawlins [see details in Notes... article of June 2025]. In the spring of
1864 Emma, with John's three children, spent time with John's parents at their farm near Galena, Illinois.

Julia Dent Grant, wife of General Grant, met and became friendly with Emma when Julia visited Vicksburg after
the Union victory there. John Rawlins, in the latter part of 1864, traveled to St. Louis to confer with Union army
leadership regarding activities in Tennessee. From there he wrote to Emma: "I was out to see Mrs. Grant, at her
father's.... [She] inquired most affectionately after you and your welfare. She is very anxious to have you visit
her at Philadelphia and go with her to City Point [Virginia] on a visit to the General and myself. We will discuss
this when we meet which | hope will be in New York Thursday or Friday...."

In early 1865, Emma indeed spent time with John at City Point, a large Federal supply, transportation, and
communications center established on the James River south of Richmond. She was there with Julia Grant and
wives of other Union officers during a visit by President and Mrs. Lincoln. When news of Lee's surrender came
on April 9, Emma and Julia were aboard a steamboat moored on the river in front of City Point.

Julia Grant relates the following somewhat chilling incidents in her Personal Memoirs, prepared in the 1890s but
not published until 1975. Briefly stated, a few days after Lee's surrender, Julia and Emma were in Washington,
D.C. President Lincoln invited the Grants to accompany him and Mary Lincoln to an evening theater
performance on Good Friday, April 14. This invitation was publicized in the newspapers. That morning a
messenger came to the Grants' hotel room, purportedly sent by Mary Lincoln, to confirm the theater engagement.
Julia wanted to leave the city later that day for Burlington, New Jersey, where the Grants had rented a house and
their older children attended school. She prevailed upon her husband to beg off the President's theater invitation.
Julia Grant and Emma Rawlins, and their children Jesse and Jennie, had lunch together in the afternoon. The
women took note of four men sitting at a nearby table watching them and listening, one of whom looked like the
messenger from earlier in the day. Late that afternoon, as the Grants were riding in a carriage to the train station,
a rider who resembled another of the four men from lunch galloped past on a horse, leaned in close, and "glared"
at General Grant. Subsequently, a bystander who witnessed the incident identified the menacing rider as John
Wilkes Booth. That evening the Lincolns, with two other guests, attended the play at Ford's Theater, where
Abraham Lincoln was assassinated.

After the war, Ulysses Grant was appointed General of the Army by President Andrew Johnson. John Rawlins
had been promoted to brevet major general and was named Chief of Staff of the Army, with headquarters in
Washington. John, Emma, and their children resided in Georgetown, then an incorporated municipality within
the District of Columbia.

The great domestic challenge of the years immediately following the Civil War was navigating the economic,
legal, political, and social complexities of Reconstruction. The War Department had oversight of the federal
military occupation of southern states and the Freedmen's Bureau. There was, as well, a bitter political standoff
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between President Johnson and Radical Republicans in Congress. This led to Johnson's impeachment (and
acquittal) in 1868. Later that year, Ulysses S. Grant, the Republican nominee, was elected President of the
United States. He took office on March 4, 1869, and appointed John Rawlins his Secretary of War [see note
below]. Both men resigned from the army.

Rawlins wanted this office and did his best to perform his duties. Interestingly, one of his decisions was setting
the height over water of the proposed Brooklyn Bridge in New York. The Secretary of War's approval was
needed because of commercial ship traffic and the movement of navy vessels on the East River. But by 1869,
Rawlins was seriously ill. He had suffered the effects of tuberculosis since at least 1864, and his condition grew
progressively worse. Sadly, as well, two children, Mary and Willie, born earlier to Emma and John Rawlins had
died, Mary in 1866 and Willie in 1867. In the summer of 1869 Emma was expecting again, and was in Danbury
with the Hurlburts. John came in August to spend time and a third child, Violet, was born on August 17.

John experienced hemorrhaging of the lungs during this visit. Nevertheless, at the end of the month he returned
to Washington to attend a cabinet meeting on the topic of U.S. intervention in Cuba, then under the control of
Spain. He suffered more and severe hemorrhaging and on September 6, 1869, John Rawlins died in Washington
of tuberculosis. He was 38. Emma was not with him. Their new baby daughter, seventeen days old, had died in
Danbury three days earlier, on September 3.

John Rawlins' funeral was held at the War Department on September 9, with much public ceremony. It was
preceded by his lying in state and followed by a formal military procession to the cemetery. Emma and the older
Rawlins children, James, Jane (Jennie) and Emily were present, as were Emma'’s parents, Stephen and Sarah
Hurlburt, and their Danbury minister, Rev. William G. Haskell, and other relatives. John was interred first at
Congressional Cemetery in Washington; his remains were moved to Arlington National Cemetery in 1899. On
September 19, 1869, a memorial service for John A. Rawlins was conducted at the Universalist Church in
Danbury, Rev. Haskell officiating. William G. Haskell, born in Massachusetts in 1839, was himself a veteran of
the Civil War. Haskell served during 1864-65, first as a private, later as sergeant major, and ultimately second
lieutenant in the Second Massachusetts VVolunteer Heavy Atrtillery. Stationed in Virginia and North Carolina, he
performed the duties of a clerk and acting adjutant. William Haskell entered the ministry after the war and was
called to First Universalist in Danbury in 1868.

Rev. Haskell's sermon and tribute to John Rawlins runs to thirteen printed pages. Following are excerpts:
"...when there is remembered the relationship which connected him [Rawlins] with the family of an old and
respected citizen of Danbury - long a member of our little church - that his children have been regular attendants
of our Sunday School since my pastorate here, the obligation is more imperative that | should give this poor
memorial of his life....It became his privilege [as Grant's chief of staff] to be consulted in every great movement
about to be made, and upon the sagacity, wisdom, and prudent forethought of this officer, the issues of great
[Civil War] battles often largely depended....But let me say to you that the necrology of American patriots and
statesmen will hold no purer name than that of John A. Rawlins. Whatever he did, he did from a thorough
conviction of its right. He was that which was declared God's noblest work, - an honest man."

In his will, John named Emma and President Grant co-guardians of his three surviving children, James, Jennie,
and Emily. Emma and the children moved from their residence in Georgetown, D.C., to Danbury and lived for a
time with the Hurlburt family on Franklin Street. Later they had their own home, including Emma'’s mother,
Sarah, on Balmforth Avenue.
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Sorrow and disruption continued for this family. In April 1870, Emma’s father, Stephen, died at 68 "from injuries
sustained by a runaway horse." After Emma married again, to Charles F. Daniels, in early 1872, the children
were first sent to boarding schools in Connecticut and later placed in the care of other family members [see note
below]. Emma’s second marriage was short-lived; it ended in divorce in March 1874. And, by ths time, Emma
herself had fallen ill. Later that year she became another Rawlins family fatality from tuberculosis. On
November 6, 1874, Emma died at a hotel in Cheyenne, Wyoming, age 34. She had traveled west with her mother
in an unsuccessful effort to regain her health. Mary Emeline "Emma" Rawlins was buried in the Hurlburt family
plot, section F of Wooster Cemetery, in Danbury. Emma'’s mother, Sarah, out-lived her husband and her own
three children. She died in 1893 at age 93.

John A. Rawlins' monument in section 2, Arlington National Cemetery, is inscribed "Erected By His Orphan
Children." He is memorialized with a statue in Rawlins Park, NW Washington, D.C., not far from the White
House. Rawlins Township, near his hometown of Galena, Illinois, is named for John Rawlins, as is Rawlins,
Wyoming. There is also a Rawlins County in northwest Kansas.

Pictures of and additional information about Mary E. "Emma" Hurlburt and John A. Rawlins can be found at this
website: https://civilwartalk.com/threads/to-emma-with-love.156956/

[Note - Secretary of Defense today.]
[Note - The three older children lived to be adults.]


https://civilwartalk.com/threads/to-emma-with-love.156956/
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Our Mission Statement:

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people,
ideas and beliefs. We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need. With
others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth. We stand as a beacon for independent thought,

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration. - Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+
people. This year we are engaging in a Trans Inclusion program of education and action as we live out our UU values of
Love, Equity, Justice and Transformation. We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration
status, sexual orientation, religious background, or political affiliation — factors that can separate people in our larger
culture.

Deadline for the September Comment —
Friday, August 15™.
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