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' FROM OUR MINISTER

“Belonging to a Congregation Fulfills a Civic Duty”
Dear Beloveds,

We begin our program year with the theme “BELONGING.” This time of year,
when school resumes, summer vacations end, and the fall election season kicks
into gear presents us with an array of approaches and angles to ponder what it
means to “belong.”

Human beings are social creatures and belonging is at the heart of our sense of
who we are, where we fit in, and our sense of emotional and physical safety and
security. Belonging is at center of the battle for the soul of our country. Our entire
national history has been an ongoing struggle to expand “We the people” to include everyone equally in the
“We”. The first and most important thing for tyrants and despots to do to gain and maintain power is to divide
the people into “us” and “them”.

Unitarian Universalist theologian James Luther Adams stated that the most important group to which a free
people can belong are what he called “voluntary associations” - a group to which you can freely choose to
belong or freely choose to leave. Among these, he said, are church and civic groups. He called voluntary
associations the basis for democracy and said that it is a citizen’s duty to join one or more voluntary associations,
for it is a mark of totalitarian regimes to take away freedom of association by either law or threat. (You can
download his essay “The Indispensable Discipline of Social Responsibility: Voluntary Associations” by clicking
here).

Adams’ theology of voluntary associations takes on an added depth when we consider belonging to something
deeper than merely being a member of a group. Noted author and Shame researcher Brene Brown says,
“Belonging is the innate human desire to be part of something larger than us. Because this yearning is so primal,
we often try to acquire it by fitting in and by seeking approval, which are not only hollow substitutes for
belonging, but often barriers to it. Because true belonging only happens when we present our authentic,
imperfect selves to the world, our sense of belonging can never be greater than our level of self-acceptance.”
This sense of belonging is what we mean when we invite others to “Come as You Are.”

Our participation in our congregation is a way to defend democracy. Truly belonging to a congregation, not just
fitting in, provides the deep connection to be part of something larger than us. At their best, faith communities
are microcosms of the type of belonging democracy should foster in the society at large. The health and vitality
of congregations like ours is intrinsically connected to the health of our community, our country, and our
democratic traditions. May we all engage our congregational life fully, wholeheartedly, and energetically. Let us
be an example of belonging to the world around us. In this way, we become the change we want to see in our
society at large.

In Faith,
Rev. Tony


http://uuaimg-archive.s3.amazonaws.com/mfc/JLAdams_Indispens_Discipline.pdf
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SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE for SEPTEMBER 2025

A Personal Belonging Audit

My spiritual challenge to you this month is to stop fitting in. Brene Brown says that belonging is a primal human
need. It’s so deep that we twist and turn ourselves into a “human pretzel” as she puts it, in order to be accepted
and approved of by others. Our need to belong is so great we turn ourselves into something we’re not in order so
we will “belong.” But this is not true belonging. It only results in “fitting in.”

Belonging says Brown, “is something else entirely—it's showing up and letting yourself be seen and known as
you really are—Ilove of gourd painting, intense fear of public speaking and all. Belonging, she argues, requires
being authentically yourself. So much so that “you 're willing to stand alone is a wilderness—an untamed,
unpredictable place of solitude and searching. It is a place as dangerous as it is breathtaking, a place as sought
after as it is feared. The wilderness can often feel unholy because we can’t control it, or what people think about
our choice of whether to venture into that vastness or not. But it turns out to be the place of true belonging, and
it’s the bravest and most sacred place you will ever stand. True belonging doesn’t require you to change who
you are; it requires you to be who you are. ”

My challenge to you is to undertake a “Belonging Audit.” Survey your life for places where you feel you truly
belong and places where you are merely fitting in. Ponder your relationships with other people, work, school,
church, and other groups, organizations, and teams in which you’re involved.

Ask yourself:
e In what ways and for what reasons am | my authentic self (or not) in these relationships and groups?
e Where do I fit in and where do | belong and why?

Some things to ponder to help you reflect:
e In what ways do | change my behavior among these people/groups?
In what ways do | hide my emotions from these people/groups?
What are things about myself I don’t want these people/groups to know?
How careful am | about sharing my deepest beliefs, values, and worldview with these people/groups?
What was it like the last time | felt | stood out or stood alone in these groups?
How would I treat one of these people or groups if | discovered they held certain beliefs or values or
worldviews? What differences, if any, would be so great that | would no longer associate with them?

Think about these things for a few weeks. Make some notes. Before the end of the month put your pondering
into writing, or record audio of video yourself addressing these questions. Make statements about where you fit
in and where you belong and why. Perhaps make a statement about how and where you fit in and why that’s
appropriate and how and where you might stop fitting in and find a true sense of belonging. If you already have a
deep sense of belonging explain what allows that to exist for you.
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September’s theme is Belonging and all services will relate to that idea in some way. Some services may differ
slightly from these descriptions, as details of the main presentation aren't finalized until a day or two before each
service.

Sunday, September 7t Inclusive Waters Revs. Tony Lorenzen and Sierra-Marie Gerfao
Revs. Tony and Sierra-Marie lead a multigenerational Ingathering Water Communion celebration. Bring a little
bit of water from a place you visited, or water that represents something life giving for you. We’ll pour our water
into a common bowl during the service.

Sunday, September 14t Build a Longer Table Rev. Lindasusan Ulrich
When you have more than you need, build a longer table, not a higher fence. Join Rev. Lindasusan Ulrich as they
reflect on the power of relationship.

Rev. Lindasusan Ulrich (they/them) is a minister, writer, musician, and activist dedicated to a vision of radical
inclusion, deep collaboration, and courageous kindness. Lindasusan has served congregations in Connecticut,
Michigan, and Minnesota; is a certified spiritual director; and currently serves as a member of the Ministerial
Fellowship Committee. Rev. Lindasusan identifies as a nonbinary bisexual person of color, and while you may
not be able to tell from this bio, they are also quite funny.

Sunday, September 215t Your Belonging as Civic Duty Rev. Tony Lorenzen
Rev. Tony reflects on how belonging to a congregation and other voluntary associations is a civic duty that both
creates and strengthens a free democratic society.

Sunday, September 28t To be determined
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From Our Director of Family Ministries, Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao

Upcoming In Ministries For Children, Youth, and Families
Welcome to the 2025-2026 Program Year!

e Sunday, September 7: Ingathering service, family fun fair, and homecoming
picnic!

e Sunday, September 14: Weekly programs begin (parents and guardians of
kids in preK-2nd grade attend parent-child orientation with their children)

e Sunday, September 21: Regular weekly programs

o Sunday, September 28: Regular weekly programs

Fair for Children, Teens, and Families September 7th

Kids and families, please join us on the lawn on September 7th after the service. We will have a bounce house,
games, and other activities for the kids. There will also be information for adults about this year’s programs for
kids, teens, and families. If it rains, we’ll set up some activities in the Fellowship Hall. Spread the word! In the
foyer you can find flyers to post in the community!

How to Reach Rev. Sierra-Marie

The Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao organizes our children, youth, and family ministries. She is available for office
hours almost every Sunday after the coffee hour and absolutely loves it when you drop by! Come see her any
time after the coffee hour. No need for a big reason! Or make an appointment for a Sunday afternoon
conversation.

Other ways to reach Rev. Sierra-Marie:

« Email: Rev. Sierra-Marie is happy to have even long or complicated conversations by email. Reach out
to her by email anytime! dfm@uudanbury.org.

e Phone: You can leave Rev. Sierra-Marie a message in her voicemail at church, 203-798-1994. If you are
involved in programs, you also have her cell phone number. Phone calls or texts are welcome, but as she
works part-time, this does not necessarily mean she will be able to respond right away.

o Social Media: Rev. Sierra-Marie does not “friend” or “follow” congregants on social media, but will
accept your friend or follow requests on the platforms she engages. However, she does not use social
media for work. Please don't message her on social media about congregational matters.

Volunteers Needed

We still need volunteers for our planned programs for children and youth this year. The only way to guarantee
that this is a congregation that offers programs for children and youth is to join a team to make it happen. There
are both large and small opportunities to volunteer. Reach out to Sierra-Marie (email dfm@uudanbury.org) and
she can help you determine whether one of those volunteer opportunities is the right one for you.



mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
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Thank You For Registering!

Thank you to those of you who have submitted a 2025-2026 registration form for your children and youth. If you
have not yet had the opportunity, please click here to do so. We need an updated form on file each year for the
children and youth in our community. Please also share the link with family, friends, and neighbors who are
interested in joining us on Sunday mornings.

*kkkikkkkikkkk

From the Board of Trustees
by Jeff Asher, Trustee

“Transforming UUCD Board Governance”

One of the UUCD “Themes” this year has been “Transformation.” What better way to draw on what we learned
than to consider your Board’s “transformation” to a body without a President!

From my personal experience, most thriving organizations require a continuing leadership presence and
oversight. Whether hosting a Board meeting or dealing with the unending issues requiring attention, leadership is
required. This is the reason why finding those souls to be UUCD Board President is so difficult. Margaret
Henderson took on these reins as President for four (long) years and she deserves our deep thanks for a job very
well done! Unfortunately, when she ended her tenure, this left your UUCD Board without a President beginning
July 1, 2025!

What to do?! My first source, of course, was to go to the Artificial Intelligence “Perplexity” app for an answer to
the questions: “How do we solve not having a President for a Unitarian Universalist congregation.”
Perplexity answered: “In essence, UU congregations are structured to handle leadership gaps through
shared governance, flexible board structures, and democratic processes, ensuring the congregation
continues to function and thrive even without a current president.”
And your Board collaborated to create a Shared Leadership Model — or SLM — based on a list of duties of the
Board President on our Member Portal. We worked on this at several smaller meetings and by email. It was
approved unanimously at our July 2025 Board Meeting. Click here “SL.M” to see this document.

As important, Jean Kannan has now joined us as our 71" Board Member, Trustee at Large, to share the many
Board responsibilities.

The UUCD’s SLM fits the skill sets for each of your Board members.
From a quote by Heather Ash Amara: “Change is inevitable, but transformation is a choice.”

I think your Board has made some wise choices.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeRHzEDm9fx-Ro5iZHUXUidtqFOJOafQUoll4fb53Oki_vf-A/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=108850065776836206485
https://uudanbury.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Shared-Leadership-Model_UUCD-Board-Approved-at-the-July-14-2025-Board-Meeting_UPDATED_080125_PDF.pdf
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Upcoming Events

DAVID ROTH

IN CONCERT

SUNDAY
September 7

dpm

24 Clapboard Ridge Road
Danbury, CT

David Roth strikes many chords, hearts, and minds with his unique songs, offbeat observations, moving
stories, sense of the hilarious, and powerful singing and subject matter. As singer, songwriter, recording
artist, keynote speaker, workshop leader, and instructor, David has earned top honors at premier
songwriter competitions — Kerrville (TX) and Falcon Ridge (NY) — and taken his music, experience, and
expertise to a wide variety of venues in this and other countries full-time for three decades.

David's songs have found their way to Carnegie Hall, the United Nations, several Chicken Soup for the Soul
books, the Kennedy Center, Peter, Paul, & Mary’s “Discovered”, the Kingston Trio’s “Born at the Right Time”,
NASA's Goddard Space Center, the classic folk song books “Rise Up Singing” and “Rise Again” (sequel), and 15
CDs on the Wind River and Stockfisch (Germany) labels. Winner of 5 Positive Music Awards and the 2015
Grace Note (Unity Worldwide) for Outstanding Contribution to New Thought Music, David has also been
featured on many of Christine Lavin’s seminal Rounder Records compilations. The former artist-in-residence
at New York’s Omega Institute has also been a songwriting judge at Kerrville, Napa Valley (CA), Tumbleweed
(WA), Eventide Arts (MA), the Avalon Festival (WV), the South Florida Folk Festival, and for the Rhode Island
Songwriters Association (RISA).

Music TICKETS —
at the IN PERSON and LIVE-STREAMING — AT:

Ridge

)
€

e

EVENTBRITE

Tickets

https://shorturl at/95vKS
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UUCD Women's Gathering
Y .

Join us for a UUCD Women's Gathering, 1:30 - 3:00 PM, first Thursdays of the month in the Fellowship Hall
lower level. , at Mothership on Main Street. No set agenda - just conversation and connection! Our next
gathering will be on Thursday, September 4™. All are welcome - no signups needed. See you there!

Questions? Speak to Barbara Myers, Melody Levy, or Lisa Horton.

UUCD Men Conversing over Coffee meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall Lower Level. Our September meeting is on Wednesday, September 10", For more information
contact Jeff Asher or Joe Gillotti.

Movies with a Message

Saturday, September 13 — Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax and Dan Brodax are facilitating Movies with a
Message, using Spiritual Cinema’s movie shorts each month from 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. These nights consist of 1-3
short movies that explore the big questions about life and living (i.e, Who are we? Why are we here? Where are
we bound? and What can we become when we live at our highest level of potential?) with discussion afterwards.
We will supply water and popcorn. Feel free to bring your takeout dinner. Donations to UUCD gratefully
accepted.
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UUCD Power of Now and A New Earth Book Study Group
Realizing the Purpose and Power of Conscious Awareness

It has become apparent that today’s widespread dysfunction and emotional distress highlight an urgent need for
change at the individual, collective, and global levels. The Book Study Power of Now and A New Earth by
Eckhart Tolle, and led by Joe Gillotti, helps initiate a transformation in human consciousness. Eventually a
person comes to see and understand the origin of personal fears, anger, anxiety, resentment, attachment, blame
and much more. This course can help a person by slowly reading and studying the above-mentioned text
utilizing a group process format. The book study is presented in such a way that a person can begin to experience
positive changes in their life in a relatively short period of time. “The Power of Now" and "A New Earth" have
sold over 35 million copies and been published in more than 50 languages.

Joe Gillotti has taught Yoga and Yoga philosophy for over four decades and has facilitated Eckhart Tolle’s work

since 2008. This course will meet on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning on September 23 via Zoom for
10 weeks. Signing up in advance is required. For more information contact Joe Gillotti.

MinistryTeam News

\ Our Caring Circle is Available
= @ ' Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle.
\ ’
- Joan Stapleton is the contact person for September and October.

If you have a need, please contact Joan

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day.
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From the Social Action Council

Soup Kitchen Corner by Judy Lacker

On Saturday, September 6 some members of Soup Kitchen Team C (Judy Lacker and Rose Schlemmer,
Team Leaders, John Miglietta, Jane Leff, Randy Becker, Gary Winn and Andrea Anderson) will be
returning to the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen on Spring Street to help serve take-out meals and sandwiches that
were cooked or prepared in volunteers’ homes or through donations. Unfortunately, we are not yet able to serve
the guests a meal inside Dorothy Day Hospitality House.

PLEASE NOTE: ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT YET ABLE TO SERVE THE GUESTS ASWE USED TO
INDOORS, WE ARE ABLE TO HAVE THEM TAKE AND EAT THEIR MEALS THAT ARE
HANDED OUT AT THE DOOR, INSIDE TO THE SHELTER AREA. FOR THIS, WE NEED EXTRA
VOLUNTEERS TO SUPERVISE THAT AREA FROM 3-4:30 FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH.,
WHEN OUR TEAMS ARE PREPARING THE MEALS IN THE KITCHEN AREA. PLEASE
CONTACT judylacker48@gmail IF YOU CAN HELP.

You can also help feed our neighbors with a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket. Sandwich
donations are being scheduled so we have just the right amount each day at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. If you
are interested in making sandwiches, please send an email to ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com. We can all be an
important part of the fight to end hunger in our community!

In the past couple of years, we have lost some of our Dorothy Day volunteers. Please consider volunteering to
be on a DD Team - it only involves a few hours, 4 Saturdays per year. You will find it to be a very rewarding
experience. Please contact Judy Lacker for more information or to sign up. If joining a team is not for you, you
may consider being an alternate. It would require you to be available to substitute for a team member who would
contact you a few days in advance of the particular first Saturday of the month. You can sign up on the poster on
the bulletin board in the lobby and indicate “Alternate”.

Please note that we continue to collect non-perishable food donations on Sunday mornings. Please place
your food donations in the basket in the foyer. You can sign up to help transport the weekly collection to
The Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. Please see the note below for suggestions on
donations. http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org/Wish_List.htm



mailto:ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com
http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org/Wish_List.htm
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More)
by Douglas H. Parkhurst

Recent Notes... articles have focused on Civil War era laypersons associated with First Universalist Society, the
present-day Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury (UUCD). This month we move to a much different
time, the early 21st century. What was happening fifteen years ago, in September of 2010, at 24 Clapboard
Ridge Road? Some congregants will remember what may seem like just yesterday. For others this will be an
introduction to activities, events, and people of a not-too-distant past.

The prior decade, 2000 to 2010, saw much transition and transformation at UUCD. Six ministers came and/or
went during this period. Rev. Daniel O'Connell completed his six-year settlement in 2002. He was followed for
one year by interim minister Rev. Shirley Ranck. Also in 2002, Rev. Peggy Block, a chaplain at Bridgeport, CT,
Hospital, became the congregation's first endorsed community minister. Rev. Linda Hansen was settled in 2003
and moved on in 2008. Rev. Sue Spencer filled the interim role for the next two years. In 2010, Rev. Barbara
Fast began her six-year pastorate in Danbury.

The congregation started the decade at its much-loved home, "the Barn™ in West Redding. But change was in the
air. Karen Judd was Director of Religious Education (DRE); she would be followed by Mary Collins. Over the
next several years, the then Unitarian Universalist Society of Northern Fairfield County resolved to return to
Danbury and in 2003 the group assumed its present name. A house, garage, and adjoining lots at 24 Clapboard
Ridge Road were purchased [see note below]; the house was renovated for office and meeting space; the present-
day Fellowship Hall was designed and constructed; and money raised to fund this project. All these tasks were
on top of continuing regular and summer services; religious education (RE) activities; and the usual pastoral and
committee work. Final services and RE classes at the Barn were conducted on September 14, 2003. For the next
two years the UUCD met on Sunday mornings in rented space on the downtown Danbury campus of Western
Connecticut State University. Meanwhile, the church office was established at 24 Clapboard Ridge Road. In
November 2005, the congregation moved into its new Fellowship Hall for Sunday services and social events and
to classrooms in the house for religious education (at this time the basement of the Fellowship Hall was
unfinished). The congregation began to settle into its new home.

Let's take a look at what was happening at UUCD in September 2010, as detailed in the Comment newsletter for
that month. Then, as now, Congregational Administrator Sherry Kyriacou was Comment editor. Rev. Barbara
Fast, in her first front page column, wrote of new beginnings. Among her thoughts were these.

"Religious traditions offer human beings countless opportunities to begin again. This season finds world wide
Muslims practicing the daily fasting and faith practices for Ramadan. The Jewish High Holy Days approach.
Whether we are beginning a new school year, religious year, or a new season in our personal or congregational
life, the necessity of beginning is a spiritual task....Our shared ministry is beginning. | mean that in all its hope
and wholeness. May we find ways to build our faith and may we have the courage to live it. It is so good to be
here with you."

The UUCD Mission Statement, adopted May 16, 2008, and still used today, appeared at the top of page two of
the newsletter:

10
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"The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity
of people, ideas and beliefs. We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times
of need. With others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth. We stand as a beacon for
independent thought, and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration.”

Congregational leaders at the time included: Jean Bowen, president; Marie Dupree, treasurer; Barbara Myers,
secretary; Chris Halfar, Michael Searing, Chris Smith, Shawn Sweeney, board members. Jean Bowen, in her
president's Comment article, touched on the 2010 summer services just wrapping up, and focused on efforts by
the board of trustees to "provide a map for a stable fiscal year" for upcoming FY 2012. Leaders for the Annual
Budget Drive Team (formerly the Canvass Committee) would be Judy Lacker and Chris Halfar.

An In-Gathering Service was scheduled for Sunday, September 12 at 10 am. The theme of the service, "Gathered
Here," to be led by Rev. Barbara Fast, DRE Mary Collins, and Rev. Peggy Block, would include a multi-
generational in-gathering water service. A "Summer's Bounty" potluck would follow outside, weather
permitting. The congregation was reminded of the weekly food offering during the children's focus part of
Sunday morning services; these collections to be donated to local soup kitchens and agencies. Donations of dried
beans and whole grain rice were especially needed.

The Women Out to Breakfast group planned to meet on Saturday mornings, September 11 and 25, at EImer's
Diner in Danbury. Karen Gillotti had more information. Men Out... scheduled their monthly dinner for later in
September at Danbury's Two Steps restaurant. Team Green was sharing ideas from David Gershon's book Low
Carbon Diet: A 30 Day Program to Lose 5,000 Pounds and offered tips for washing and drying clothes
efficiently. UUCD Conversations group topic on the evening of September 9 would be "Race Relations,” based
on the novel The Help by Kathryn Stockett.

A Celebration and Remembrance of Scot Fritz, a congregant who passed away in July, was announced for
Sunday, September 19, at 1:00 pm. A written tribute to Scot was included in this issue of Comment.

Director of Religious Education Mary Collins reviewed program registration and the start of RE activities for the
new church year. RE leader and parent orientations were scheduled before classes began. Religious Education
Groups for children and youth would begin meeting at 9 and 11 am on Sunday, September 19 [see note below].
On September 25-26, the junior high group would attend a Metro New York Retreat off-site. Brad and Lisa
Greene reported news from last year's 3rd and 4th grade RE class. Class members completed a special social
action project in conjunction with the Toolbox of Faith curriculum. The group raised $170 by creating and
selling bookmarks. The money was donated to the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee's Darfur campaign.
The Membership Committee was planning a Game/Pot Luck/Get-To-Know-You Night on Saturday evening,
October 23. It promised a night of "fun, food, and fellowship!" Carl Tichler was surveying interest in a twice-a-
month "Musical Chalice Circle.” Anyone interested in getting together for jazz, chamber music, or free-form
jamming should contact Carl. The "New Earth" evening study group would continue this month. Joe Gillotti had
more information.

The Women's Retreat planners announced a Women's Pot-Luck Dinner on Friday, September 24 at 6 pm. All
interested in attending the next Retreat, as well as those not sure, were enthusiastically encouraged to come and
learn about upcoming Retreat activities and a new venue (The Guest House in Chester, Connecticut). For sign up
information contact Sue Tarshis or Marie Dupree. For movie fans in the congregation, Movies With A Message
resumed this month featuring Spiritual Cinema Circle films. Showings were on Friday evenings, once a month,

11
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in the conference room of the house. Theatre Aficianados might enjoy a performance of lonesco's Exit The King
on September 23, "Pay What You Want Night," at Theatreworks, New Milford. Keith Dupree had details on
both programs.

UUCD's long-time commitments to the Soup Kitchen and the Dorothy Day Hospitality House Overnight Shelter,
both on Spring Street, continued. Team #3 was scheduled for the first Saturday afternoon in September at the
Soup Kitchen. Lynn Taborsak was coordinator for this effort. Volunteers from UUCD cover the fourth Friday
night of the month at the Overnight Shelter. Contact Chris Halfar for Shelter information. The congregation
received thank you notes for its recent support of three organizations. These were Green Chimneys, Community
Action Partnership, and Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.

The September 2010 calendar showed a variety of activities. These included meetings of the Growth Team;
Sunday Services and Religious Education Committees; Yoga group; Knitting Ministry; Board of Trustees;
Music; Social Action and Caring Committees; Events Committee; and Sow Green.

Sunday Services scheduled for September 2010 were as follows:

September 5, 10 am (final summer service): "The Narrative of Humanity is Written in the Margins" led by Jeff
Shaffer.

September 12, 10 am: "Gathered Here" All Congregation Celebration led by Rev. Barbara Fast, Mary Collins,
and Rev. Peggy Block. To be followed by a potluck picnic.

September 19, 9 am & 11 am: "Atonement” led by Bev. Barbara Fast. Teacher commissioning and start of fall
religious education classes this Sunday.

September 26, 9 am & 11 am: "Stand By This Faith" led by Rev. Barbara Fast.

[Note - The garage sat behind the house and was torn down to open space for the present Fellowship Hall. The
two lots were consolidated into one.]

[Note - Sunday services and children’s religious education activities were conducted at both 9 and 11 am on most
Sundays, September through June. Summer services started at 10 am.]

12
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Our Mission Statement:

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people,
ideas and beliefs. We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need. With
others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth. We stand as a beacon for independent thought,

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration. - Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+
people. This year we are engaging in a Trans Inclusion program of education and action as we live out our UU values of
Love, Equity, Justice and Transformation. We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration
status, sexual orientation, religious background, or political affiliation — factors that can separate people in our larger
culture.

Deadline for the October Comment —

Friday, September 19t
ST
» —— ‘s
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