
 

                                                                                                                                                         OCTOBER 2025 

FROM OUR MINISTER 
 

“Suffering With and Walking Together” 
Dear Beloveds, 

 

We sometimes don’t understand the deep need for kindness and compassion until 

we are the one in need. Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel said, “When I was a young 

man, I admired clever people. Now that I am an old man, I admire kind people.” A 

difficult time during my son’s childhood emphasized for me personally the 

importance of kindness and compassion. 

 

After an intense stomach bug, my son was diagnosed with Pediatric Post-viral 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome. This had been the cause of my young son’s traumatic 

tummy issues. He hadn’t seemed to ever recover from that stomach bug and now we had found out that was 

indeed the case. His intestines had had enough and they shut down. His intestines would need to be jump-started, 

so to speak, with modifications in diet and medicine. Great, just what he needed. He was already allergic to a 

dozen foods including wheat, rice, corn, soy, eggs, and fish. More dietary modifications would surely send him 

over the edge. Maybe it would send me over the edge. Of course, I don’t do “over the edge.” I am a Reverend, 

and ministers, as parishioners everywhere know, don’t fall apart on the inside while keeping a saintly and calm 

veneer on the outside. Right?   

 

My son began his battles and I began mine. He struggled mightily to be a normal eleven-year-old boy. He just 

wanted to go to school and hang out with his friends, but soon that was out of reach as life began to be controlled 

by his grouchy bowels. He was anxious about painful, cramping, re-adjusting intestines that just refused to get 

back on track, and made trips to the restrooms at school and friends’ homes a torture he didn’t want to endure. 

Like all parents do, I suffered with him. That’s what compassion is, after all, suffering with. He missed school. 

He didn’t want to leave the house. His grades suffered. He became depressed. I knew the signs. I’d been there. It 

was a moment I’d been expecting and dreading but didn’t think would arrive until he was in high school or 

college. My eleven-year-old son began counseling and taking medication for depression. I suffered with him.  

His anxiety level was too high for anything else but love and our compassion. All the other resources and 

strategies were of little help until his anxiety lessened, and his mood improved.   

 

The greatest blessing of all of this was one we were too overwhelmed to see at first. While we suffered, others 

suffered with us, compassionately and willingly. First his doctors, both his primary care physician and his 

pediatric gastroenterologist, were sensitive and caring, not only educating us about what was happening, but 

supporting us through testing and trials of medicines and therapies when it would have all too easy to be merely 

clinical. His school was extremely supportive. The school’s administrators, nurse, counselors and our son’s 

classroom teacher met with us multiple times to assist us in any way they could. I was supported by professional 

colleagues who understood what a toll parenting can take on one’s professional life. Add to all of this family, 

friends, and church and we were lifted up through this time by a vast caring, loving support network.  

 



Comment                         _________                                                                                                  October 2025 

2 

 

 

 

We will all be in need. We will all suffer at times. Ministers and other caregivers are no exception and will not 

be spared our share. Compassion is an intricate web. The alleviation of suffering is only possible when we 

understand that we are all each other’s caregivers.   

 

I have taken this lesson with the years - we all walk together. I can only care for you if others care for me. There 

is an interdependent web of compassion, and I am but a part of it. And so are you.  

 

In Faith, 

 

Rev. Tony 

 

 

SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE for OCTOBER 2025   

Un-Harden Your Heart 

My spiritual challenge for personal growth this month is to un-harden your heart. The details of this month 

challenge come from Rev. Cameron Trimble. 

 

Each day this month, take up Rev. Trimble’s advice to take time to reconnect with your body’s signals—

especially when you feel overwhelmed, exhausted, or tuned out. Your body knows before your mind does that 

something isn’t right. Choose a moment each day to pause and scan yourself gently: What’s numb? What’s 

aching? What’s alive? 

 Instead of judging or fixing, just attend—with kindness. 

 Place your hand on your chest or your belly. Let your breath meet your presence. 

 Say aloud (or silently), “I am here. I will not abandon myself.” 

Let this become your daily act of sacred resistance, a refusal to go numb, a return to tender presence. 

 

With so much hate and violence directed at so many right now, it’s challenging to keep compassion and empathy 

alive. But we must. The alternative is to participate in a descending spiral of hate from which it takes generations 

to recover.  

 

The recent death of right-wing reactionary hate monger Charlie Kirk provided an opportunity to let loose the 

cannons of karma on a well-deserving horrible human being. The temptation to do so was overwhelming for a lot 

of people. I was personally grateful for the various people of many faiths who, without condoning his work, his 

hateful words, or his politics, reminded us that no one deserves to be killed; no one deserves to be the target and 

victim of politically motivated violence. Not even Charlie Kirk.  

 

I’ll admit I am not mourning his loss. He was a hateful, hurtful, harmful and dangerous person. I don’t want to 

celebrate his death because that is to become the monster that Charlie Kirk allowed himself to become. I’m not 

mourning his loss, but I can’t celebrate death and violence because eventually it becomes easier to do so. It will 

get easier and easier to harden my heart and dehumanize others.  
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Recognize when your heart is hardened or hardening. Your heart may be hardening if you find it difficult to 

forgive people even when they truly make amends, feel emotionally detached, are more irritable, angrier, and 

isolated, and increasingly cynical and with a sense of hopelessness. Our hearts harden due to emotional and 

physical trauma and pain. We build emotional defenses for self-preservation and in order to lower defenses we 

must find and cultivate relationships and find places where we feel safe and accepted.  

 

Our hearts harden through emotional processes, not logical or reasonable ones. There is no argument or 

reasoning that can soften a heart because the softening heart is also the result of an emotional process. 

I will practice softening my heart this month and I invite you to do the same. Rev. Trimble says that keeping our 

hearts tender is a revolutionary act of resistance: 

 

When the world numbs, staying tender is a revolutionary act. 

 

“It’s not sentimentality, not bypass. It’s sacred refusal… 

 Refusal to stop weeping when harm is done. 

 Refusal to look away when truth is buried. 

 Refusal to close off when the world needs more openness, not less.” 

 

In times like these we are called to hold grief and hope simultaneously. As we practice doing this, we soften our 

hearts. And the world needs people operating from soft, open, loving hearts to combat the hurt and the 

hatefulness.  

 

Take up Rev. Trimble’s daily practice this month and see if it helps. As always, I’d love to hear about your 

experience with the challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our Caring Circle is Available 

Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle. 

                                                                  

                  Joan Stapleton is the contact person for October. 

                                                                       

          If you have a need, please contact Joan. 

 

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day. 
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October’s theme is Compassion and all services will relate to that idea in some way. Some services may differ 

slightly from these descriptions, as details of the main presentation aren't finalized until a day or two before each 

service.  

 

 

Sunday, October 5th              The Work of Loving Kindness         Revs. Tony Lorenzen and Sierra-Marie Gerfao 

People of all ages, please join Jerry Phelps and Revs. Tony and Sierra-Marie for an experience of compassion 

through music, ritual, and spiritual practices that you can use at home too!   

 

 

Sunday, October 12th                                      Needing Help                                           Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao 

Whatever other stories we tell ourselves, needing help is simply part of the human experience, and it is 

unavoidable. In this service, led by Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao, we will embrace that human experience.  

 

 

Sunday, October 19th                               Travel as a Spiritual Practice                                  Rev. Tony Lorenzen  

Rev. Tony reflects on how to approach travel as spiritual practice that grows our compassion for others. 

 

 

Sunday, October 26th                                         When Do We Care?                                           Samantha McCoy 

Many of us are operating in a state of constant overdrive, feeling as if the demands on our attention are 

relentless. How do we parcel out that precious resource, for others as well as ourselves? 
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From the Board of Trustees 
by Nancy Cullen, Secretary 

 

Imagination? 
 

Oscar Wilde said, “Anyone who lives within their means suffers from a lack of imagination.”  
 

That statement puts a positive spin on our budget deficit. If you pledged last spring, by now you have probably 

received a letter and an email about the Challenge Fund.  
 

 Todd Zagorec has agreed to be the new chair of Stewardship. Todd, Peter Horton, Jeff Asher and Annie 

Senol worked on the Challenge Fund letters and emails. 

 Board members have already proactively increased our total pledges by more than 10% toward the 

budget. 

 An anonymous donor has established a $5,000 matching fund. The first non-Board members to pledge an 

extra 10% will have their contributions matched from this fund, doubling the impact of their support. 

 We are making progress, thanks to your generosity! 

 Please think of what UU Danbury means to you and contribute to the Challenge Fund. Pledge here.  

 You can also make an immediate donation here.  
 

If you haven’t been paying attention or were not at the Annual Meeting where the budget deficit was discussed 

in detail by Carl Tichler, inflation and health insurance costs for our staff are driving our deficit. We are feeling 

the same squeeze that most people are feeling. 
 

Think also about what you could donate to UU Danbury’s Annual Auction on Nov.15th. The Auction has been a 

great fundraiser. I can assure you that last year’s auction event and many of the events that were auctioned or 

sold on our Bidding Owl website were also lots of fun. 

 

 
Call for a Special Meeting of UU Danbury Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025 at 11:30am 

 

Item to be voted on is as follows: 
 

Proposed Resolution by the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury, CT to 

End Genocide in Palestine 
  

Read the full text of the Resolution 
  

The meeting will be broadcast via Zoom, and we will do our best to include input / discussion and votes from 

those attending online. Roberts Rules of Order (Revised) prevail at all Congregational Meetings. Our bylaws 

also state that there must be a quorum of at least 15% of the membership. At an official membership of 111, this 

means there must be at least 17 members present at the October 5th meeting for it to proceed. 
 

Voting rights extend to all who have been members for at least 60 days, which, for this year’s meeting, means 

anyone who signed the membership book prior to August 6, 2025. 
 

Absentee ballots will be allowed. Absentee ballots are to be requested and returned to Randy Becker by 

Saturday, October 4, 2025. 

 

https://form.jotform.com/220683367823158
https://my.simplegive.com/App/Form/bb9bf7bb-1d7c-4501-bca2-1747c6f6ee91
https://mcusercontent.com/671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b/files/e5e6cb51-5c2f-982c-aafa-76f5c0ec46eb/END_GENOCIDE_in_PALESTINE_UUCD_Committee_resolution_on_Genocide.pdf
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From Our Director of Family Ministries, Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao 
 

 

 

Are You a Parent or Caregiver of an LGBTQIA+ Young Person? 
 

Our group for parents, guardians, and other caregivers of LGBTQIA+ young people 

meets on the fourth Sunday of the month 11:30AM-12:30PM, with occasional 

exceptions. This group is for mutual support and celebration of our kids. Due to the 

Trunk or Treat on the fourth Sunday of this month, we will meet on October 12th 

instead. Please RSVP to dfm@uudanbury.org.   

 

  

                    Save the Date: Sunday October 26th! 
 

Details to come soon! Our annual Trunk or Treat 

sponsored by our Senior High Youth Group is a 

real treat for all ages! What makes our Trunk or 

Treat different is that we want everybody to have 

the joy of trick-or-treating in a costume (or not – 

this is optional), adults included! We decorate our 

car trunks, dress up, and take turns giving and 

receiving regardless of age. Please save the date 

for a Trunk or Treat at 11:30AM on Sunday, 

October 26th. Invite friends! As always, we ask 

that you make sure that your decorations and 

costumes are culturally respectful and not racist, 

ableist, or transphobic. Learn more and get a list of 

costumes and decorations to avoid here: http://www.lspirg.org/costumes. 

 

 

 

One or Two Special Volunteers Needed 
 

 Do you believe strongly in the importance of creating communities in which all kids can belong?  

 Do you enjoy being around inquisitive people who work hard to make sense of their experiences in the 

 world and who think a lot about their own values and the values of other people?  

 Do you like to ask a lot of questions and consider a variety of perspectives as you form your own ideas?  

 Do you like to play, be silly, and have adventures with others?  

 Do you have a good sense of humor?  

 Are you calm, flexible, and able to capture learning opportunities in all kinds of situations?  
 

If so, you might be exactly the right fit for a volunteer position as a Middle School Youth Group Advisor. After a 

training session, it is a once-per-month commitment, usually after the service on the weeks we do a 

multigenerational service. Please contact Sierra-Marie at dre@uudanbury.org to consider together whether this is 

the right fit for you.  

mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
http://www.lspirg.org/costumes
mailto:dre@uudanbury.org
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Upcoming in Family Ministries 

 

The nursery is open for children ages 0-5 every Sunday during service. We also offer regular programming open 

to children in preschool through high school.  

 

 Sunday, October 6th Minimal Programs – Multigenerational Service  

  No regular Sunday morning programs for PreK-8th grade  

 Middle School Youth Group meets after service 

 No Senior High Youth Group 

 Sunday, October 12th  
 Regular Sunday morning programs for PreK-8th grade  

 Group for caregivers of LGBTQIA+ young people after service 

 Pumpkin carving for Senior High Youth  

 Sunday, October 19th  

 Regular Sunday morning programs for PreK-8th grade  

 Trip to the Blaze Jack-o-Lantern Show for Senior High Youth  

 Sunday, October 26th  

 Regular Sunday morning programs for PreK-8th grade  

 Trunk or Treat after service 

If you have not yet registered your family for children and youth programs, please do so here.  

 

 

 

 

How to Reach Rev. Sierra-Marie 

 

The Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao organizes our children, youth, and family ministries. She is available for office 

hours almost every Sunday after the coffee hour and absolutely loves it when you drop by! Come see her 

anytime after the coffee hour. No need for a big reason! Or make an appointment for a Sunday afternoon 

conversation.  

 

Other ways to reach Rev. Sierra-Marie: 

 Email: Rev. Sierra-Marie is happy to have even long or complicated conversations by email. Reach out 

to her by email anytime! dfm@uudanbury.org.  

 Phone: You can leave Rev. Sierra-Marie a message in her voicemail at church, 203-798-1994. If you are 

involved in programs, you also have her cell phone number. Phone calls or texts are welcome, but as she 

works part-time, this does not necessarily mean she will be able to respond right away.  

 Social Media: Rev. Sierra-Marie does not send “friend” or “follow” requests to congregants on social 

media, but will accept your friend or follow requests on the platforms she engages. However, she does 

not use social media for work. Please don't message her on social media about congregational matters. 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/uCWa9baxVht43hpC7
mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
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Come join the UUCD Women's Gathering 1:30-3:00 PM, on October 2 (the first 

Thursday of the month), in the lower level of Fellowship Hall. In addition to casual 

conversation, our October discussion topic will be: "Do-overs: If you could, is there 

anything you would do differently in your life?"  All conversation is held in 

confidence. All are welcome - no signups necessary. Questions? Speak to Barbara 

Myers, Melody Levy, or Lisa Horton 

 

 

 

UUCD Men Conversing over Coffee meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall Lower Level. Our October meeting is on Wednesday, October 8th. For more information contact 

Jeff Asher or Joe Gillotti. 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, October 11th - Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax and Dan Brodax are facilitating Movies with a Message, 

using Spiritual Cinema’s movie shorts each month from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. These nights consist of 1-3 short 

movies that explore the big questions about life and living (i.e, Who are we? Why are we here? Where are we 

bound? and What can we become when we live at our highest level of potential?) with discussion afterwards. We 

will supply water and popcorn. Feel free to bring your takeout dinner. Donations to UUCD gratefully accepted. 
 

 

 

Save the date! 

Choir-sponsored Community Dinner October 15 at 6pm 

“Love Makes the World Go ‘Round (and Always Has)” 

 

This is not a potluck; the choir will provide soup, salad, bread, dessert and drinks; attendees need only bring 

curiosity and love of music. The program (after fellowship and dining) will feature Jerry Phelps and Joanne 

Davidson of the choir singing: a) love songs of yesteryear, and b) modern love songs, with time set aside for 

some singalongs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Hall, we will hold a 

potluck Passover Seder to which 

all are welcome. The telling of the 

Passover story in narrative and music 

will be shared in an interactive way, 

with the reading of the Haggadah 

(literally, "the telling") being shared 

among participants taking a turn to read 

the story. Nancy Hershatter will lead 
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From the Social Action Council                                                           

                                                              

Soup Kitchen Corner                                                                                                           by Judy Lacker                                         

 

On Saturday, October 4, some members of Soup Kitchen Team A, (Team Leader Lynn Taborsak, Bob 

Taborsak, Diane Purvis, Nancy Brown, Linda &Steve Schneider, Jyo Buyyala, Michael O’Hare and Lisa 

Deldin) will be returning to the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen on Spring Street to help serve take-out meals and 

sandwiches that were cooked or prepared in volunteers’ homes or through donations. Unfortunately, we are not 

yet able to serve the guests a meal inside Dorothy Day Hospitality House. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT YET ABLE TO SERVE THE GUESTS AS WE USED TO 

INDOORS, WE ARE ABLE TO HAVE THEM TAKE  AND EAT THEIR MEALS THAT ARE 

HANDED OUT AT THE DOOR, INSIDE TO THE SHELTER AREA. FOR THIS, WE NEED EXTRA 

VOLUNTEERS TO SUPERVISE THAT AREA FROM 3-4:30 FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH., 

WHEN OUR TEAMS ARE PREPARING THE MEALS IN THE KITCHEN AREA. PLEASE 

CONTACT judylacker48@gmail  IF YOU CAN HELP. 
 

You can also help feed our neighbors with a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket. Sandwich 

donations are being scheduled so we have just the right amount each day at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. If you 

are interested in making sandwiches, please send an email to ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com. We can all be an 

important part of the fight to end hunger in our community! 
 

In the past couple of years, we have lost some of our Dorothy Day volunteers. Please consider volunteering to 

be on a DD Team - it only involves a few hours, 4 Saturdays per year. You will find it to be a very rewarding 

experience. Please contact Judy Lacker for more information or to sign up. If joining a team is not for you, you 

may consider being an alternate. It would require you to be available to substitute for a team member who would 

contact you a few days in advance of the particular first Saturday of the month. You can sign up on the poster on 

the bulletin board in the lobby and indicate “Alternate”.  
 

Please note that we continue to collect non-perishable food donations on Sunday mornings. Please place 

your food donations in the basket in the foyer. You can sign up to help transport the weekly collection to 

The Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. Please see the note below for suggestions on 

donations. http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org/Wish_List.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com
http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org/Wish_List.htm
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More) 
by Douglas H. Parkhurst 

 

The late 1940s were pivotal years in the history of the Danbury Universalists. A new generation of clerical and 

lay leadership was coming of age, both locally and in the two denominations which constitute today's Unitarian 

Universalist Association. Universalists were beginning to embrace a "new Universalism," a "religion for one 

world." Unitarians were initiating a largely successful "fellowship movement," a two decade effort to bring 

Unitarianism to underserved areas. Both groups were becoming more Humanist in their religious orientations 

and approach. And, before long the two denominations would begin exploring anew the possibility of coming 

together as one [see note below]. 

 

First Universalist Society, now called Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury (UUCD), marked exactly 

125 years on December 9, 1947. Much had changed on the national and world scenes since the parish observed 

its centennial twenty-five years before. Prosperity in the 1920s was followed by the Great Depression of the 

1930s, and then, from 1941-45, U.S involvement in World War II. As the war ended, the Atomic Age began. 

Danbury, too, was evolving during those years. Let's set the stage before we look at how First Universalist 

commemorated its quasquicentennial [see note below].  

 

Between 1920 and 1950, Danbury's population increased from about 22,000 to 30,000 residents, and a 

substantial diversity of ethnic groups was calling Danbury home. Hatting, long the city's primary industry slowly 

declined. Farms in rural areas of Danbury, also important drivers of the local economy, were disappearing as 

well. Fortunately, the Danbury Industrial Corporation, formed in 1918, was successful in attracting several non-

hat related businesses to town during this period. These included Danbury Electrical Manufacturing Company 

(later Amphenol), Lansden Electric Truck Company, Bard-Parker Company, Barden Corporation, and Republic 

Foil. 

 

Nevertheless, Danbury was hard hit by the Depression of the 1930s. A local committee on unemployment was 

formed to aid an increasing number of people out of work. Early on, private donations helped fund public works 

projects that provided at least temporary employment. City and town employees took pay cuts and went without 

paychecks at times. A soup kitchen called the Danbury Unemployment Restaurant offered meals to adults and 

children in need. The local Salvation Army, as well, did its part to feed the hungry. During this time First 

Universalist capped its minister's salary at $1,800 (a little over $42,000 now) a year, and to save money removed 

the telephone from the church building. Ultimately, federal funding for programs sponsored by New Deal 

agencies helped mitigate some of the worst effects of the Depression. The economic engine created with United 

States involvement in World War II finally brought the Great Depression to an end.  

 

Candlewood Lake, designed as a pumped storage facility for the generation of electricity, was built by 

Connecticut Light and Power Company in 1926-1928. Development along the new lakeshore began and property 

values there increased rapidly. In 1926 Danbury had a new high school, constructed on White Street; that same 

year Wooster School was founded as a private school for boys on the former Hodshon property in Miry Brook. 

During the 1920s, regional (Mohican Market and Genung's) and national (J.C. Penney and Sears, Roebuck) 

retailers established stores on Main Street; this was long before shopping centers were built in outlying parts of 

town. Danbury Airport was dedicated in 1929 on Tucker Field, a farm field turned airstrip south of the then 

Danbury Fairgrounds. In 1930-31 over four miles of "waterbound macadam pavement" was laid on Clapboard 

Ridge Road, today's UUCD address. During the 1930s the semi-pro Danbury Trojans football team played 
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before large crowds on Lee Field; admission tickets cost $1. In 1938, the federal government announced a new 

prison would be built in the northern part of town. Construction ensued and the Federal Correctional Institution 

opened in 1940. In late 1941, Connecticut banned the use of mercury in hat-making [see note below], just days 

before the United States declared war on Japan and Germany. In 1942 Danburians joined other Americans in 

planting "Victory Gardens" and coping with rationing of tires, gasoline, sugar, and coffee. Meats, butter, cheese, 

shoes, and other products were added to the list later. The Danbury Fair, with roots in the nineteenth century, 

began its 1946 run (after being closed during the war), under the new ownership of local fuel oil dealer and 

entrepreneur John W. Leahy. That same year fundraising commenced for construction of a war memorial 

community center at the entrance to Rogers Park [see note below]. Radio station WLAD went on the air in 1947. 

And, in 1949 Danbury began planning construction of four new elementary schools to serve its growing baby 

boom population. 

 

The war in Europe ended in May 1945 and Japan formally surrendered in September. There were thirty-nine 

veterans of World War II from First Universalist, thirty-eight men and one woman. Fortunately, no deaths were 

reported [see note below]. 

 

In 1947 the church "constituency" was approximately 173. The minister, since 1930, was Rev. Dr. Harry Adams 

Hersey. Miss Adelaide Grabert was organist and choir director. Officers and trustees for most of the year were 

Wallace Parkhurst, chair; Frank Rollins, treasurer; Harry Lincoln, clerk; Arthur Olson; William Wood; Sallie 

Rollins; and Edith Ritton [see note below]. 

 

Early in the year, the church board addressed the Fair Share amount of $203 requested for support of the 

denomination, formerly called the Universalist General Convention, and renamed Universalist Church of 

America in 1942. The board felt $203 (approximately $2,900 in 2025) was too much for First Universalist to 

afford. Dr. Hersey offered to canvass for donations; he felt selected individuals would contribute a large part of 

the requested amount. As well, a special Fair Share collection was set for June 8, 1947. Any surplus money taken 

in would be earmarked for the minister’s pension fund [see note below]. 

 

Revisions to the local church constitution had been proposed in 1946 and referred to a board committee for 

review. The committee reported back and it was decided the revisions should be considered at the next church 

annual meeting. As well, the board voted to continue payments for a Blue Cross hospital plan for Dr. and Mrs. 

Hersey. 

 

At its meeting on May 16 the board appointed a committee to oversee the parish's 125th anniversary celebration. 

Frank Rollins was chairman and committee members were Arthur Olson, Francis Rockwell, Pauline Olmstead, 

and Louise Parkhurst [see note below]. The event was anticipated for mid-October. This committee would 

coordinate activities with Dr. Hersey and Miss Grabert, and any sub-committees needed. 

 

In the meantime, much work was done to spruce up the church building, some of which had been deferred during 

the years of depression and war. Roof repairs were made and the local Young People's Christian Union (YPCU) 

donated funds to put the church's Harrison organ in "first class shape." Harry Lincoln, Wilbur Olmstead, and 

Arthur Olson were recognized for the time and effort they put in to redecorate the Sunday school, the dining 

room, halls, and kitchen. Even the floor of the coal bin in the church cellar was cemented! The MMT (Meet Me 

There) couples club offered to fund new robes for the church choir. 
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Sunday services closed for July and August. Dr. Hersey was an enthusiastic and accomplished bicyclist, easily 

recognized as he pedaled around Danbury. While on vacation that summer, at age 77, Harry Hersey rode his 

bicycle 400 miles down the west coast from Washington to California!  

 

[Note - Talk of the two denominations coming together began in the nineteenth century.] 

 

[Note - First Universalist Society was commonly known as First Universalist Church.] 

 

[Note - Mercury had long been used in the felting or "carroting" process in making hats. Hatters could be 

poisoned by exposure to mercury vapors.] 

 

[Note - Rogers Park, at the corner of Main and South Streets, opened in 1941. The War Memorial building 

opened in 1951.] 

 

[Note - The World War II woman veteran from the church was Lillian Clasendorf, a corporal in the United 

States Marine Corps, Women's Reserve Battalion. She joined First Universalist in 1937. Lillian Clasendorf later 

married Paul Ruehl.] 

 

[Note - William Wood was a four-times great-grandson of Stephen Ambler. Stephen Ambler was one of the 

original twelve members of the Danbury Universalist Society.] 

 

[Note - Dr. Hersey would retire in 1948.] 

 

[Note - Wallace and Louise Parkhurst were this writer's parents.] 

 

To be continued in November 2025... 
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Our Mission Statement: 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people, 

ideas and beliefs.  We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need.  With 

others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth.  We stand as a beacon for independent thought, 

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration.                      -    Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008       

 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+ 

people. This year we are engaging in a Trans Inclusion program of education and action as we live out our UU values of 

Love, Equity, Justice and Transformation.  We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration 

status, sexual orientation, religious background, or political affiliation – factors that can separate people in our larger 

culture. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the November Comment – 

Friday, October 17th.                    
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