
 

                                                                                                                                                      DECEMBER 2025 

FROM OUR MINISTER 
 

“Hope Punk” 
Dear Beloveds, 
 

Hope Punk is a term coined by fantasy author Alexandra Rowland in a 2017 

Tumblr post that went viral across other platforms as well, where she wrote “The 

opposite of grimdark is hopepunk. Pass it on.” 
 

For reference, “grimdark” is sub-genre of fantasy and sci-fi. Grimdark stories are 

nihilistic, dystopian, amoral, and violent. In grimdark stories there are no heroes, 

even the protagonists you might come to root for aren’t great people. The mood 

tends to be cynical and disheartening - Nothing matters and what if it did?  
 

Grimdark is a Song of Ice and Fire – Game of Thrones. Grimdark is The Third Body Problem. Grimdark is N.K. 

Jemison’s The Fifth Season. The Sopranos is Grimdark.  Also, Westworld, Penny Dreadful, The Expanse. Liz 

Bourke says Grimdark is "a retreat into the valorization of darkness for darkness's sake, into a kind of nihilism 

that portrays right action ... as either impossible or futile.” 
 

Hopepunk is the opposite. And although there’s debate about whether hopepunk is a sub-genre, it certainly is a 

theme, a trope, and vibe. What makes it “punk” is the anti-establishment and resistance to oppression present in 

the work. Alexandra Rowland further explained her take on hopepunk in essays and interviews. She noted that 

Hopepunk is a refutation of the “glass is half empty” lazy nihilism of grimdark.  
 

“Hopepunk says, ‘No, I don’t accept that. The glass is half full.” Yeah, we’re all a messy mix of good and bad, 

flaws and virtues. We’ve all been mean and petty and cruel, but - and here’s the important part - we’ve also been 

soft and forgiving and kind. Hopepunk says that kindness and softness don’t equal weakness, and that in this 

world of brutal cynicism and nihilism, being kind is a political act. An act of rebellion.” 
 

I LOVE that idea. Hope is Joe Strummer and the Clash.  
 

Some hopepunk stories you might know include The Lord of the Rings,  Star Wars, The Hail Mary Project, The 

Hunger Games, The Book of Eli, The Good Place, Arrival, The Shawshank Redemption (“Hope is a good thing, 

Red, maybe the best of things.”).   
 

I learned about hopepunk a couple of years ago at the Festival of Homiletics in a sermon by Rev. MaryAnn 

McKibben Dana called “HopePunk and the Gospel: Narrating Hope When All Seems Lost.” In that sermon she 

made a case for the Jesus story – not contemporary American conservative Christianity-  but Jesus’s story and 

teaching as being hopepunk.  
 

(continued) 



Comment                         _________                                                                                              December 2025 

2 

 

 

I think Hopepunk is the new spirit rising in contemporary resistance to injustice. Black Lives Matter is hope 

punk, Greater Danbury Unites for Immigrants is hope punk, adrienne marie brown and Pleasure Activism is 

hope punk, Greta Thunberg is hopepunk, and  Unitarian Universalism is hopepunk.   

 

Hope is not blind optimism. Austin Channing Brown says that for white people hope is optimism, but for black 

people hope is duty. We have a duty to those who come after to fight for what is right because it is right.  

Things can seem dark right now. But there’s way through this time and a way to defeat fascism, 

authoritarianism, meanness and cruelty. It’s kindness, love, local action, admitting our own faults, doing what’s 

right for its own sake. Duty, love, resistance, rebellion – it’s punk. Hope punk. Like Unitarian Universalism. 

 

Hopefully, 

 

Rev. Tony 

 

 

 

SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE for Personal Growth for December 2025 

Read or Watch A Hopepunk story and compare it to the narratives of Christmas or Hannukah or Kwanzaa. 

 

Some hope punk stories include:  

 The Lord of the Rings 

 Star Wars 

 The Hail Mary Project 

 The Hunger Games 

 The Book of Eli 

 Arrival 

 The Shawshank Redemption 

 

Find some more here.  

As always, I’d love to hear about your experience with this challenge if you choose to take it on. 

 

 

DAILY PRACTICE 

 

 Daily Chalice Lighting: The chalice lit among us is a beacon. A beacon of hope, in a world in crisis. A 

beacon of possibility, made manifest in community. – Debra Faulk 

 Daily Chalice Extinguishing: May you choose hope, even when it trembles. May it be the kind of hope 

that plants seeds, waits in the dark, and trusts the stirring. Hope that doesn’t deny despair, but dares to 

outlast it.  – Rev. Tandi Rogers 

 Daily Reading/Meditation: “Faith, wherever it develops into hope, causes not rest but unrest, not patience 

but impatience. It does not calm the unquiet heart, but is itself this unquiet heart in [all of us]. Those who 

hope… can no longer put up with reality as it is, but begin to suffer under it, to contradict it. [It] means 

conflict with the world, for the goad of the promised future stabs inexorably into the flesh of every 

unfulfilled present.” - Jürgen Moltmann, Theologian 

 

https://bpl.bibliocommons.com/v2/list/display/1207575547/1795519629
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December’s theme is Choosing Hope and all services will relate to that idea in some way. Some services may 

differ slightly from these descriptions, as details of the main presentation aren't finalized until a day or two 

before each service.  

 

 

Sunday, December 7th                             Hope that’s Hopeful                                                 Rev. Tony Lorenzen 

Rev. Tony reflects on Hope as more than just wishful thinking. Hope is a practice, an orientation, and a reality 

we co-create. 

 

 

Sunday, December 14th                                                                  Revs. Tony Lorenzen and Sierra-Marie Gerfao 

There Will Be Light in the Morning 

Revs. Tony and Sierra-Marie lead an interactive all-ages service celebrating the Winter Solstice. 

 

 

Sunday, December 21st                                   Christmas Pageant                                     

This year’s Christmas Pageant is directed and narrated by some of our middle schoolers. Turn yourself over to 

some holiday magic as we sing carols and re-enact the Christmas story as told in Luke and Matthew in the 

Christian Bible.  

 

 

Wednesday. December 24th - Christmas Eve – One Service at 4:00 p.m. 

Hope for the Children 

Revs. Tony and Sierra-Marie lead a Christmas Eve service for all ages. 

 

 

Sunday, December 28th                              Choosing Hope                                                                    Ali Haffner 

In this service for all ages, Ali Haffner will encourage us to enter the new year not simply having hope but 

actively choosing hope, and practicing that choice daily on behalf of ourselves and others. 
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Important Reminder: 

Mitten Tree Gifts Due December 7th 
 

Please bring the gifts you have purchased for kids whose parents have been 

taken by ICE. If you weere not able to get a gift tag off the tree, please 

consider donating a Shoprite or CTOWN grocery gift card for a family’s 

holiday meal. We’d love to give a grocery card for a holiday meal to every 

family! Instructions for bringing gifts: 

 

 Please leave gifts unwrapped so parents can see what their kids are getting, but if you bring in wrapping 

paper or ribbons, we will be happy to pass them on to families.  

 Make sure to include the mitten label for the gift, or if you don’t have the mitten, bring a tag with the 

name and age of your recipient.  

 Our tree in the fellowship hall will not yet be set up, but you can place the gifts around the small mitten 

tree in the foyer.  

 If you need to make alternative arrangements to drop-off one or more gifts you have committed to bring, 

email Sierra-Marie at dfm@uudanbury.org.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
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From the Board of Trustees 
by Marie Dupree, Treasurer 

 

 
After serving on the Board of Trustees for a very long time it is time for me to step aside. I let the BOT know 

this November that I will be quitting at the end of December. I will miss the BOT! 

  

I became a member with my husband, Keith, almost 55 years ago. We started at the Inn of Redding or something 

like that, which was demolished shortly after we arrived there for the new Route 7, which was never built! We 

then went Morris Street School, where I looked at my son, Jon, being held by Mrs. Alexander!!!!  We became 

members in 1970!  

  

When we purchased the Barn in 1971, Jon was 2 years old. 

  

We then moved to where we are now, and stopped at Western CT State University while the building getting 

finished.  We announced that our twin grandchildren were born there at Western CT University. I remember 

Keith and I making the announcement! 

  

Keith and I were very active in all manners of the UUCD and before that at Fellowship of Northern Fairfield 

Congregation. Keith and I were each President of the BOT. And I was Treasurer several times and once when 

the Budget was $16,000 back in the early years! 

  

Keith passed on March 16, 2024. He and I were active members. Keith and I always remembered our fond 

memories of UUCD. And I will not disappear any time soon! 

  

I am at a loss of words and don't remember as well. Please excuse any typos.  And my memory 

is gone." 

  

Marie 

 

********** 

 
 

Charitable Giving and Year-end Tax Planning! 

If you are at least 70 1/2 years old and you have an IRA, talk to your tax 

advisor about whether to make a charitable donation in the form of a 

Qualified Charitable Distribution.  It can reduce your taxable income and 

help satisfy your Required Minimum Distribution (if that applies to you). 

Congress made changes to the rules for charitable deductions, whether you itemize or not. Talk to your tax 

advisor, because depending on your situation, it might make sense to make more donations this year, before the 

rules change for 2026. 



Comment                         _________                                                                                              December 2025 

6 

 

 

What Has Been Happening in Family Ministries? 
 

Family Ministry is not a program or set of programs! It is a broad, congregational ministry that happens 

every week in a myriad of ways, not only through particular programs and explicit curricula but also through the 

implicit curricula of everything we do and how we do it together as a community and the null curricula of 

everything we don't do. It is relational and congregation-wide. You are a part of family ministry at the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury. 

 

That said, if you aren’t involved in any of the programs we offer as a part of Family Ministry, consider reaching 

out to Rev. Sierra-Marie at dfm@uudanbury.org and getting involved. We are staffed part-time. These programs 

happen only because the congregation makes them happen! Here are some of our community highlights from 

this year: 

 

Though it was rainy and windy, we still had a number of visitors come to our annual Fall Family Fun 

Fair! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
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The Senior High Youth Group has gone on a number of adventures together, including not only social events 
such as a day of paintball and a trip to the Blaze Jack-O-Lantern festival, but a trip to visit one of our religious 
neighbors, the Center for Meditation and Insight that meets in our former location, the Barn.  
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And of course we had a blast at our annual Trunk or Treat, a day on which the kids also started getting ready 
for the Christmas pageant. 
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From Our Director of Family Ministries, Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao 
 

 

Upcoming in Children and Youth Ministries 
 

Our nursery is open every Sunday for young children who prefer not to stay in the 

service with their adults. For children in preK-12th grade we offer Sunday programs 

most Sundays. In December, however, we will only have one regular program day: 

December 7th. The other Sundays will be devoted to multigenerational Sunday 

services, Pageant preparation, and Pageant performance. The last Sunday in 

December, December 28th, will be a holiday program break.  

 

 

 

********** 

 

 

Our Caring Circle is Available 

Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle. 

                                                                  

                  Donna Lawrence is the contact person for December. 

                                                                       

          If you have a need, please contact Donna 

.  

 

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day. 
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Come join the UUCD Women's Gathering 1:30-3:00 PM, on December 4 (the first 

Thursday of the month), in the lower level of Fellowship Hall. In addition to casual 

conversation, our December discussion topic will be: "What hobbies or activities 

bring you joy, spark creativity and/or keep you grounded?" Bring a physical 

representation to share, if you choose to. All conversation is held in confidence.  
 

All are welcome - no signups necessary.  

Questions? Speak to Barbara Myers, Melody Levy, or Lisa Horton 

 

 

 

 

UUCD Men Conversing over Coffee meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall Lower Level. Our November meeting is on Wednesday, December 10th. For more information 

contact Jeff Asher or Joe Gillotti. 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, December 13th - Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax and Dan Brodax are facilitating Movies with a 

Message, using Spiritual Cinema’s movie shorts each month from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. These nights consist of 1-3 

short movies that explore the big questions about life and living (i.e, Who are we? Why are we here? Where are 

we bound? and What can we become when we live at our highest level of potential?) with discussion afterwards. 

We will supply water and popcorn. Feel free to bring your takeout dinner. Donations to UUCD gratefully 

accepted. 
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Click here to read an article from CT Patch that was published on November 13th. 

https://patch.com/connecticut/danbury/music-ridge-brings-pete-seeger-s-legacy-danbury-benefit-concert?utm_source=shared-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=share
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From the Auction Team                                                           

 

It was a night of fun and frolic. The refreshments were great, the entertainment was delightful, the room was 

humming.  
 

We raised $22,385 for UUCD’s operating budget and $3,620 for A Better Chance of Ridgefield. We could not 

have done it without all of us, yet we want to recognize those who made it happen: 
 

Our Auction Team was made up of:  

Online Auction: Katherine Bomer, Randy Bomer Lisa Horton, Barb Myers, Jon Phillips; 

Publicity & Graphics: Nancy Cullen; 

Matching Donation Campaign: Jeff Asher; 

Event Decor: Val Cochrane, Donna Lawerence; 

Event Auctioneers: Peter Horton, Todd Zagorec; 

Event Refreshments: John Miglietta, Doug Williams; 

Event Performers: Jerry Phelps, Alex Ishkanian, Jenn McPartlin,  

Joanne Davidson, Chris McCartney, Barbara Myers; 

Event Check in: Joan Campbell, Melody Levy; 

Event Rafflers: Ali & Rob Hafner, 

Event Tech: Keith Henderson. 

Friday Set Up Crew: Stan Heller, LouAnn Heller, Melene Rose, Alex Makai, Cheryl Edelen, Karin Scheele. 
 

While so many of us bid on food, fun and baskets, there was another group who matched our bids without 

receiving an item or activity. They included four anonymous people and the following who provided matching 

gifts for the auction totaling $6,248.10. Thank you for your generosity: Jeff Asher, Bob Bollinger, Jyo Buyyala, 

Val Cochrane, Virginia Cook, Marie Dupree, Cheryl Edelen, Joe and Karen Gillotti, Chris Halfar, Judy Lacker, 

Donna Lawrence, Randy Becker and Jane Leff, Melody Levy, David Lias, Alex Makai, John Miglietta, Rich and 

Lola Strilowich, Carl Tichler, Doug Williams, Heidi Winslow, Melene Rose and Todd Zagorec. 
 

And finally, thanks has to be made for all those who donated their events and items with which we could bid 

upon. Our 63+ donors(!) include: Jeff Asher, Randy & Katherine Bomer, Gina Cassetta, Joan Campbell, 

Valerie Cochrane, Ginny Cook, Chris Creter & Tim O`Donnell, Nancy Cullen, Eva DeFranco & John 

Bonansinga, Cheryl Edelen, Lisa & Brad Greene, Ali & Rob Haffner, LouAnn & Stan Heller, Margaret 

Henderson, Nancy Hershatter, Dale Hill, Chris Hoelck, Paula Hopewell, Lisa & Peter Horton, Alex Ishkanian, 

Jacqui Kaplan, MaryAnn Kulla, Judy Lacker, Bruce Lenkei, Jane Leff & Randy Becker, Melody Levy, Kristie 

Liotta, Rev. Tony & Rev. Tuesday, Alex Makai, Justine McCabe, Matt McPartlin, John Miglietta, Gary 

Mummert, Barbara Myers, Kristen & Tony Papucci, Jonathan Phillips, Diane Purvis, Melene Rose & Todd 

Zagorec, Lisa Ruffles, Karin Scheele, Suze Shaner-Brodax, Heather Smith, Joan Stapleton & Carl Dwyer, Lynn 

Taborsak, Doug Williams, Camilla Worden, The UUCD Board, Bridgewater Chocolates, and Photographer 

Laurie Spens. 
 

It takes a congregation to raise the spirit and raise the funds. Thanks for being with us in blessed community!  

Fellowship Hall, we will hold a 

potluck Passover Seder to which 

all are welcome. The telling of the 

Passover story in narrative and music 

will be shared in an interactive way, 

with the reading of the Haggadah 

(literally, "the telling") being shared 

among participants taking a turn to read 

the story. Nancy Hershatter will lead 

the music piece of the Seder. Others on 

the team are Lou Ann Heller and Judy 

Lacker. Anyone who wants to help is 

welcome to speak with one of us. 

Children are especially welcome. A 

signup sheet for the potluck meal will 

be on the bulletin board in the lobby 

beginning March 15.  
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From the Social Action Council                                                           
                                                              

Soup Kitchen Corner                                                                                                           by Judy Lacker                                         

 

On Saturday, December 6, some members of Soup Kitchen Team C (Team Leaders Judy Lacker and John 

Miglietta, Jane Leff and Randy Becker, Gary Winn and Andrea Anderson) will be returning to the Dorothy 

Day Soup Kitchen on Spring Street to help serve take-out meals and sandwiches that were cooked or prepared in 

volunteers’ homes or through donations. Unfortunately, we are not yet able to serve the guests a meal inside 

Dorothy Day Hospitality House. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT YET ABLE TO SERVE THE GUESTS AS WE USED TO 

INDOORS, WE ARE ABLE TO HAVE THEM TAKE AND EAT THEIR MEALS THAT ARE 

HANDED OUT AT THE DOOR, INSIDE TO THE SHELTER AREA. FOR THIS, WE NEED EXTRA 

VOLUNTEERS TO SUPERVISE THAT AREA FROM 3-4:30 FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH., 

WHEN OUR TEAMS ARE PREPARING THE MEALS IN THE KITCHEN AREA. PLEASE 

CONTACT judylacker48@gmail  IF YOU CAN HELP. 
 

You can also help feed our neighbors with a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket. Sandwich 

donations are being scheduled so we have just the right amount each day at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. If you 

are interested in making sandwiches, please send an email to ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com. We can all be an 

important part of the fight to end hunger in our community! 
 

In the past couple of years, we have lost some of our Dorothy Day volunteers. Please consider volunteering to 

be on a DD Team - it only involves a few hours, 4 Saturdays per year. You will find it to be a very rewarding 

experience. Please contact Judy Lacker for more information or to sign up. If joining a team is not for you, you 

may consider being an alternate. It would require you to be available to substitute for a team member who would 

contact you a few days in advance of the particular first Saturday of the month. You can sign up on the poster on 

the bulletin board in the lobby and indicate “Alternate”.  
 

Please note that we continue to collect non-perishable food donations on Sunday mornings. Please place 

your food donations in the basket in the foyer. You can sign up to help transport the weekly collection to 

The Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. Please see the note below for suggestions on 

donations. http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org/Wish_List.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com
http://www.dorothydaydanbury.org/Wish_List.htm
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More) 
by Douglas H. Parkhurst 

 

Continued from November 2025... 

 

This month we will look at Miss Adelaide Grabert's life and her long association with First Universalist Church.  

Adelaide Grabert, church organist and choir director for a total of sixty-four years, was born in Danbury [see 

note below] on November 2, 1870, to Herman and Anna Berends Grabert. Four younger siblings were John, 

Anna, Catherine, and Fred. Both parents had emigrated from Germany. Herman was a U.S. Navy veteran of the 

Civil War and a hatter in civilian life; Anna was a homemaker. Adelaide, known as Addie, attended Danbury 

College of Music, a private school offering training in voice, piano, violin, and chorus, as well as art and 

elocution. By 1890 she was teaching music, a career she followed for the rest of her life. Interestingly, while 

Addie was growing up, George Ives was among Danbury's prominent musicians. George was the father of 

Pulitzer Prize and Grammy Award-winning composer Charles Ives; Charles was four years younger than 

Adelaide Grabert. 

 

In the early 1890s Adelaide was listed as chorister [see note below] at Danbury's Second Congregational Church, 

located on West Street. In 1893, when the Universalists moved from Liberty Street to their newly-constructed 

building on upper Main, Edward Sherwood, a Bethel resident, was appointed organist. At some point Addie 

Grabert became assistant organist and in 1897 the Universalists named her organist and choir director [see note 

below].  

 

During these years Addie, born only five years after the end of the Civil War, became an active and enthusiastic 

member of the local chapter of the Woman's Relief Corps (WRC), an auxiliary of the Grand Army of the 

Republic (GAR). Her father, a Union veteran, joined the GAR in 1883; however, a family relationship was not 

needed for a woman to join the WRC [see note below]. The mission of the Woman's Relief Corps was to provide 

aid and assistance to veterans and their families and to promote patriotism and honor sacrifices made during the 

Civil War. In 1892 Addie was a delegate from her local post to the Connecticut WRC convention and by 1895 

she was junior vice president of the Connecticut group. In 1897 Addie attended the national WRC convention in 

Buffalo, New York, as a delegate at large from Connecticut. 

 

Adelaide Grabert, a soprano, lent her considerable skills in music to the Woman's Relief Corps. She sang at the 

1892 and 1893 WRC Connecticut conventions, and continued such performances at subsequent state gatherings. 

Addie was nicknamed "the sweet singer of the G.A.R." She also sang in public for other groups and on other 

occasions. After an 1895 program the Danbury News reported, "One of the most delightful features of the 

evening was the singing of a solo by Miss Addie Grabert who is an excellent fine soprano and her winning 

presence at once captured the audience." Early in her career Addie Grabert was a popular vocalist at programs 

sponsored by the Concordia Society in Waterbury. She assisted with or directed musical programs in the 

Danbury community, for example a 1925 springtime song festival featuring seven church choirs and a 1947 

union Thanksgiving service led by eight local clergy, including Rev. Harry Hersey. Adelaide Grabert also 

became a member of the venerable Woodbine Society, a women's social group in Danbury. 
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And, of course, Adelaide continued to furnish her considerable musical talents to First Universalist. This writer 

estimates that during her sixty-four years as organist and choir director she made music on well over 2,000 

Sunday mornings. Miss Grabert worked with more than a dozen ministers and coached countless choir members. 

For six decades she was present for weddings, christenings and child dedications, new member ceremonies, 

funerals, church anniversaries and special programs, holidays, and the ordination of Rev. Gustav Leining in 

1922. Addie supported the Universalist "young people" as early as 1895 when they presented the Gilbert and 

Sullivan operetta "H.M.S Pinafore" at the opera house in Danbury. She played the role of Cousin Hebe. In 1903 

Addie directed the musical part of the program when the local Young People's Christian Union (YPCU) of the 

Universalist church put on a literary and musical entertainment at the town hall in Brookfield Center. Years later, 

when the Danbury YPCU celebrated its fortieth (1931) and fiftieth (1941) anniversaries, Adelaide Grabert 

participated. Annual meetings of the Connecticut Universalist Convention were periodically held at the Danbury 

church. For the 1939 gathering Adelaide played the organ and directed the choir in an anthem. 

 

Membership records show Adelaide Grabert joined First Universalist on April 23, 1916. As noted above, she 

was active with the local Young People's Christian Union two decades before that. All the while, Adelaide 

maintained her private practice of music instruction, primarily piano and voice. A news clipping from June 1955 

announced a piano recital for Miss Grabert's thirty students (she was then eighty-four years old), to be held at the 

Universalist church.  

 

Miss Grabert retired from her position as organist and choir director, at what was by then renamed First 

Universalist-Unitarian Church of Danbury, on January 15, 1961. At ninety years old she was the oldest living 

member of the church, and was named "Organist Emeritus." A plaque reading "The Adelaide Grabert Organ in 

Commemoration of 70 Years of Dedicated Service" was affixed to the Harrison organ she had so expertly played 

for so long. Rev. Gaston Carrier led the worship service that Sunday morning; his theme was "The Beauty of 

Faithfulness." A testimonial dinner for Miss Grabert was planned for January 24 at the Masonic Temple, a few 

doors south on Main Street from the church. Parishioners, friends, former ministers, and Miss Grabert's former 

pupils were invited to attend. Shortly after this, church member Jack Flatau succeeded Miss Grabert as organist 

and choir director. In 1963, Jack Rowland, Jr., a former pupil of Adelaide Grabert and also a church member, 

took over the two positions and served until 1966. 

 

Adelaide Grabert died at her home at 330 Main Street [see note below], across and down the street from the 

church building, on November 25, 1961, less than a year after retiring. An obituary called her "dean of music 

teachers in Danbury." A funeral service was held at the Tomlinson Homestead [see note below] on November 28 

with Rev. Francis Rockwell, interim minister of First Universalist-Unitarian Church, officiating. Burial was in 

the Grabert family plot, section E of Wooster Cemetery in Danbury. On Sunday, January 21, 1962, a special 

service of music dedicated to Miss Grabert was conducted at the church. As a final gift to the congregation, 

Adelaide Grabert left money to establish the Grabert Fund, which still today supports the music program of the 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury. 

 

There is a picture of Miss Grabert in her later years, seated at the Harrison organ, on page 72 of Reverdy 

Whitlock's The Story of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Northern Fairfield County, 1822-1995. 

 

[Note - Danbury was still a small town in 1870, population 8,753. Most residents lived in or near the downtown, 

as did the Grabert family. Outlying districts were  largely rural and agricultural.] 

[Note - In American English a chorister can be a choir director as well as a singer in a choir.] 
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[Note - Some accounts say Addie Grabert began her association with First Universalist in 1892, as assistant 

organist, when the church was still meeting on Liberty Street.] 

[Note - The Grand Army of the Republic was an organization of Union war veterans. The Danbury GAR chapter 

was James E. Moore Post No. 18. The Danbury chapter of the Woman's Relief Corps was James E. Moore Post 

No. 21. Captain Moore was a local soldier killed at the Battle of Gettysburg.] 

[Note - The house was later torn down and a bank building constructed in its place. That building is now a 

mosque, Baitul Mukarram Masjid. Between 1893 and 1966, First Universalist-Unitarian Church was located at 

347 Main Street. Today a commercial office building stands in its place.] 

[Note - The Tomlinson Homestead was a funeral home at 336 Main Street, often used by members of First 

Universalist Church. Today an auto parts store occupies the site of the funeral home.] 

 

********** 

 

Our Mission Statement: 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people, 

ideas and beliefs.  We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need.  With 

others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth.  We stand as a beacon for independent thought, 

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration.                      -    Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008       

 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+ 

people. This year we are engaging in a Trans Inclusion program of education and action as we live out our UU values of 

Love, Equity, Justice and Transformation.  We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration 

status, sexual orientation, religious background, or political affiliation – factors that can separate people in our larger 

culture. 
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Deadline for the January Comment – 

Friday, December 19th.                     

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


