
 

                                                                                                                                                          JANUARY 2026 

FROM OUR MINISTER 
 

“Abolition. No Exceptions” 

 

Dear Beloveds, 

 

The 13th Amendment to the US constitution abolished enslavement “except as a 

punishment for crime.” Through our 2025-26 Study Action Issue, the Unitarian 

Universalist Association calls for that exception clause to be removed.  

Enslavement is not a moral option for punishment of any crime.   

 

When we hear the word “abolition” many of us immediately think of the movement 

to abolish slavery in the United States in the 19th century. Unitarians and 

Universalists were well represented in this movement. Well known Unitarians and Universalists who worked for 

the abolition of slavery include John Quincy Adams, Theodore Parker, Adin Ballou, Louisa May Alcott, Frances 

Ellen Watkins Harper, Elhanan Winchester, Lydia Maria Child, William Lloyd Garrison, and Lucy Stone.  

 

The 2025-2026 Unitarian Universalist Study Action Issue (See this link for detailed information: 

https://www.uua.org/action/process/2025-csai-abolition) calls for our abolition work to continue until there are 

no exceptions, until all types of slavery and bondage are eliminated. All congregations are asked to study the 

issue and take action.  

 

The new abolitionist movement centers on the Prison Industrial Complex and eliminating enslavement from 

legal as well as moral options for criminal punishment. The Study Action Issue says, “we need to restructure our 

society in ways that eliminate violence, discrimination, and the causes of these… and connect our theology of 

abolition with issues such as the genocide in Gaza, ICE detention, discriminatory housing, food deserts, climate 

justice, and other social justice issues.” 

 

This month I will speak about abolition twice on Sundays and for the remainder of the program year we will 

offer discussions and book groups, and work to connect more of our members and friends to ministry and service 

related to abolition including our work with Greater Danbury Unites for Immigrants, the efforts of our Palestine 

Solidarity Committee, our connection to Dorothy Day Hospitality House, and the CT UU Social Justice 

Ministry. 

 

I hope you will join me in continuing the work of Unitarian Universalism in the fight for abolition. 

 

In Solidarity, 

 

Rev. Tony 

 

 

https://www.uua.org/action/process/2025-csai-abolition
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SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE for Personal Growth for January 2026 
 

Learn about and connect with a group in your congregation or in the local community actively working on 

justice issues related to abolition. If you’re already connected, explore how you might deepen your involvement.   

 

Some things to explore at UUCD include: 

 Greater Danbury Unites for Immigrants 

 The Palestine Solidarity Committee at UUCD 

 UUCD’s work at Dorothy Day Hospitality House 

 The CT UU Social Justice Ministry 

  

As always, I’d love to hear about your experience with this challenge if you choose to take it on. 

 

 

 

DAILY PRACTICE 

 
Daily Chalice Lighting  

We come together and light this chalice to unify our hearts again towards the clarion call of our time: May 

justice and equity guide us help to dismantle systems of oppression within us in order for all of us to be free.  

Adapted from Rev. Rebekah Savage 

 

Daily Chalice Extinguishing  

Leave this place with hope rekindled, not as wishful thinking but as stubborn practice. In a world drenched with 

despair, choose joy. Choose action. Choose to believe another way is possible, and live as if it's already breaking 

through. 

 

Daily Reading/Meditation 

Civil resistance aims to change the status quo, but that’s not the only measuring stick. Protests of this sort are not 

only about the impacts they have on the external world; they are also important for effecting internal change. 

People who participate in these protests learn to straighten their spines and lift their voices. They learn about the 

possibilities for broad solidarity, and they learn the value and the discipline of nonviolence. Protests like No 

Kings are a way to exercise fundamental democratic rights and assert moral principles against the nihilism of the 

MAGA program. By locking arms with others and directing our shared sense of despair toward building a 

resistance movement, we bolster the sense of agency and possibility that democracy requires. 
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January’s theme is Abolition and all services will relate to that idea in some way. Some services may differ 

slightly from these descriptions, as details of the main presentation aren't finalized until a day or two before each 

service.  

 

Sunday, January 4th                                       Resistance for Good                                  Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao  

Through music, ritual, embodied experience (and maybe a few references to the movie “Wicked: For Good?”) in 

this multigenerational service, we will explore what it means to practice resistance.  

 

Sunday, January 11th                                  The New Abolitionists                                         Rev. Tony Lorenzen  

Rev. Tony reflects on Unitarian Universalism's history of abolitionism and what abolition means in the 21st 

century. 

                                           

 

Sunday, January 18th                                 Let This Radicalize You                                                Steve Kennedy 

In this service, we explore the psychological concept of normalcy bias, a tendency to downplay emerging 

dangers and cling to routine—even when our safety is at risk. Drawing from a near-tragic moment in the 

speaker’s experience as a combat soldier in Iraq, we reflect on how this bias almost cost lives, and how it mirrors 

the threat facing American democracy today. The service calls on each of us to face this crisis together—not in 

isolation, but as a united community ready to confront the threats that lie ahead. Our most powerful weapon 

against normalcy bias is community, and it is in our collective action that we find our strength. Let this message 

radicalize us, inspire us, and ignite the courage we need to build a more just and equitable future. 

 

 

Sunday, January 25th                                                                                                               Rev. Tony Lorenzen 

Hospicing Modernity and Creating a Future with Love at the Center 

Rev. Tony reflects on the cross systemic collapse of modernity and how to prepare for and engage building a 

new way forward centered in Love. Recognition of Marie Dupree during this service. 

 

 
Beginning in January any UUCD member, team, ministry, or committee may reserve one of two spaces at a 

small table in the Fellowship Hall following Sunday services by emailing our office manager Sherry 

at officemanager@uudanbury.org. The email should include your name and contact information, the name of the 

team, ministry or committee and one sentence about what the table is for. Frequent tablers may be asked to step 

aside to allow the use of a table by others. Some Sundays will not be available due to programming and service 

needs and the board and staff may need to cancel tabling due to unforeseen changes in scheduling or emergency 

needs. Thanks for your cooperation and understanding.  Tabling will be listed in our events calendar.  

mailto:officemanager@uudanbury.org
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From the Board of Trustees 
by Annie Senol, Vice-President 

 

The Board is pleased to announce that past President Margaret Henderson was nominated by our Nominating 

Committee and approved unanimously by the Board of Trustees to fill the vacancy left by Marie Dupree as 

Board Treasurer at the end of this year. Margaret’s term will beginning January 1, 2026, through this current 

fiscal year. The Congregation will elect a Treasurer at our Annual Meeting in June. The UUCD Bylaws direct 

that “[a]ny vacancy shall be filled by the Board upon the recommendation of the Nominating Team. Trustees so 

appointed shall serve through the current fiscal year. At the Annual Meeting following the occurrence of the 

vacancy, a Trustee shall be elected for the remainder of the term of such vacancy.” 

 

Board of Trustee at Large Jeff Asher has made the decision to step away from Board work after two and a half 

years of considerable service. 

 

The Board approved a new Inclement Weather Policy.  When inclement weather is imminent, cancelling 

services will no longer be the default choice, however, each of us should decide for ourselves whether we will 

join in person or on Zoom. The Board welcomes questions and comments as we try out this new Inclement 

Weather Cancellation Policy 

  

UU Danbury Programming Inclement Weather Cancellation Policy 

Revision Dec. 17, 2025 
 

The minister in collaboration with the rest of the program staff will make the decision to cancel Sunday morning 

programming. Organizers of non-Sunday morning programs will follow the same procedures. Programming 

may be cancelled outright or programs may be moved to Zoom or a combination of these options. A decision to 

cancel and/or move to Zoom will be made as early as is reasonable. Cancellation communications will specify 

which programming and if programming is moved to Zoom or cancelled outright once a decision is made to 

cancel or move to Zoom. 

 

I. Sunday Morning Programming 
- The minister will inform the scheduled service coordinator, scheduled guest speaker, greeters, and 

hospitality hosts.   

- Other program staff will inform volunteers involved in their programs.   

- The Office administrator will send out an email, post the cancellation on our website, and post the 

cancellation on social media. These communications will include a Zoom link if the program is moved 

online. 

 

II. Other Programming - non Sunday morning programs   
- The person or team responsible for the event will communicate to everyone involved in producing the 

program or event, including volunteers, guests, and other program facilitators, speakers, or 

performers.  

- If applicable, program staff will inform volunteers involved through their programs. 

- The Office administrator can send out an email, post the cancellation on our website, and post the 

cancellation on social media. These communications will include a Zoom link if the program is moved 

online. 
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From Our Director of Family Ministries, Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao 
 

 

Upcoming in Children and Youth Ministries 
 

Our nursery is open every Sunday from 9:50-11:10AM for young children who prefer 

not to stay in the service with their adults. For children in preK-12th grade, we offer 

Sunday programs.  

 Sunday, January 4 - Multigenerational Sunday Service (no programs) 

 Sunday, January 11th - Regular Sunday morning programs for preK-8th 

grade and an evening program 8th-12th Grade; Parent/Caregivers of 

LGBTQIA+ Group also meets 

 Sunday, January 18th - Regular Sunday morning programs for preK-8th grade and an evening program 

8th-12th Grade (Rev. Sierra-Marie is away) 

 Sunday, January 25th -Regular Sunday morning programs for preK-8th grade and an evening program 

8th-12th Grade (or possible attendance at Saturday overnight in Hartford) 

 

 

Rev. Sierra-Marie’s Sabbatical 

 

Rev. Sierra-Marie’s sabbatical will begin March 1st and end July 31st. From March through late May, the 

Family Ministry Team and our program volunteers will keep things running. In June and July, programs will go 

on summer break. To help with recruitment of our 2026-2027 volunteer teams, please be in touch with Rev. 

Sierra-Marie now if you believe you will be able to help with next year’s (mid-September through late May) 

programs.  

 

*************** 

 

 

 

Parents/Caregivers Group 
 

We have a group for parents and caregivers of LGBTQIA+ individuals of any age. The group meets monthly, 

usually on the second Sunday of the month. We support one another and celebrate our kids. If you know a parent 

or caregiver in the larger community who might benefit from our group, please share Rev. Sierra-Marie’s contact 

information and let her know to expect to hear from this person.  
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Our Caring Circle is Available 

Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle. 
 

Bob Bollinger is the contact person for January and February. 

If you have a need, please contact Bob 

.   
 

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day. 

 

 

 
 

 

Come join the UUCD Women's Gathering 1:30-3:00 PM, on Friday, January 2, in 

the lower level of Fellowship Hall.  
 

All are welcome - no signups necessary.  

Questions? Speak to Barbara Myers, Melody Levy, or Lisa Horton 

 

 

  

 

De-Greening the Fellowship Hall 
On Sunday, January 4th (a couple of days before Three Kings Day), please gather after the service and help take 

down the holiday decorations in the Fellowship Hall. We’ll especially need some strong individuals to move the 

tree out of the Fellowship Hall. Many hands make light work! Thanks in advance for the assistance of those who 

can provide it.  

 

 

UUCD Men Conversing over Coffee meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall Lower Level. Our January meeting is on Wednesday, January 14th. For more information 

contact Jeff Asher or Joe Gillotti. 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, January 10th - Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax and Dan Brodax are facilitating Movies with a Message, 

using Spiritual Cinema’s movie shorts each month from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. These nights consist of 1-3 short 

movies that explore the big questions about life and living (i.e, Who are we? Why are we here? Where are we 

bound? and What can we become when we live at our highest level of potential?) with discussion afterwards. We 

will supply water and popcorn. Feel free to bring your takeout dinner. Donations to UUCD gratefully accepted. 
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What is the Connecticut UU Social Justice Ministry? 
 

Something exciting is happening! Emerging from a collaborative effort between congregations across 

Connecticut, a new statewide organization has formed that will help Unitarian Universalists in Connecticut join 

forces for social justice in more powerful ways and make a bigger difference…together.  

 

Thanks in large part to the work of our own Margaret Henderson, with support from Rev. Sierra-Marie, the 

newly established Connecticut UU Social Justice Ministry has received a startup grant from the UU Program 

Fund, and our own congregation has become new organization’s fiscal sponsor. Join Rev. Sierra-Marie at 

11:30AM on Sunday, January 25th to learn more about what we can do together that we can’t do alone.  

 

 

 

From the Social Action Council                                                           

                                                              

Soup Kitchen Corner                                                                                                           by Judy Lacker                                         

 

On Saturday, January 3, some members of Soup Kitchen Team A (Team Leader Lynn Taborsak, Bob 

Taborsak, Diane Purvis, Nancy Brown, Linda & Steve Schneider, Jyo Buyyala, Michael O’Hare, Lisa 

Deldin and Maureen Tyra: will be returning to the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen on Spring Street to help serve 

take-out meals and sandwiches that were cooked or prepared in volunteers’ homes or through donations. 

Unfortunately, we are not yet able to serve the guests a meal inside Dorothy Day Hospitality House. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: ALTHOUGH WE ARE NOT YET ABLE TO SERVE THE GUESTS AS WE USED TO 

INDOORS, WE ARE ABLE TO HAVE THEM TAKE AND EAT THEIR MEALS THAT ARE 

HANDED OUT AT THE DOOR, INSIDE TO THE SHELTER AREA. FOR THIS, WE NEED EXTRA 

VOLUNTEERS TO SUPERVISE THAT AREA FROM 3-4:30 FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH., 

WHEN OUR TEAMS ARE PREPARING THE MEALS IN THE KITCHEN AREA. PLEASE 

CONTACT judylacker48@gmail  IF YOU CAN HELP. 
 

You can also help feed our neighbors with a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket. Sandwich 

donations are being scheduled so we have just the right amount each day at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. If you 

are interested in making sandwiches, please send an email to ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com. We can all be an 

important part of the fight to end hunger in our community! 
 

In the past couple of years, we have lost some of our Dorothy Day volunteers. Please consider volunteering to 

be on a DD Team - it only involves a few hours, 4 Saturdays per year. You will find it to be a very rewarding 

experience. Please contact Judy Lacker for more information or to sign up. If joining a team is not for you, you 

may consider being an alternate. It would require you to be available to substitute for a team member who would 

contact you a few days in advance of the particular first Saturday of the month. You can sign up on the poster on 

the bulletin board in the lobby and indicate “Alternate”.  
 

Fellowship Hall, we will hold a 

potluck Passover Seder to which 

all are welcome. The telling of the 

Passover story in narrative and music 

will be shared in an interactive way, 

with the reading of the Haggadah 

(literally, "the telling") being shared 

among participants taking a turn to read 

the story. Nancy Hershatter will lead 

the music piece of the Seder. Others on 

the team are Lou Ann Heller and Judy 

Lacker. Anyone who wants to help is 

welcome to speak with one of us. 

Children are especially welcome. A 

signup sheet for the potluck meal will 

be on the bulletin board in the lobby 

beginning March 15.  
 

mailto:ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More) 
by Douglas H. Parkhurst 

 

The Rev. Harry Hersey prepared a short history which was printed in the 125th anniversary program of First 

Universalist Church (now Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury or UUCD) in October 1947. A 

photocopy of the anniversary program is in the congregation's archives and not readily available to the casual 

reader. It will do well to reproduce this history here, as written. Some comments and updates on the text appear 

below. 

 

A Brief History of the First Universalist Church in Danbury 1822 - 1947 

 

Origin - The first authentic date of Universalist preaching in Danbury is 1807, in the court house (on present 

location) by Rev. Hosea Ballou, D.D. There is a tradition that Rev. John Murray, founder of the Universalist 

church in America, preached here, when he was in Connecticut not long after he came to America (1770). After 

1807 and until 1822 there were occasional services held in homes of Universalists in Great Plain. These resulted, 

December 9, 1822, in the organization there of "The First Universalist Society in Danbury." 

 

Edifices - Services were held in the court house until 1833. Then a church was built at the corner of Wooster and 

Main Streets. In 1852 the church on Liberty Street was erected. The present edifice, on Main Street was built in 

1893 on a lot costing $12,000. Joseph T. Bates and Mrs. Laura Scott (later Mrs. Fanton), contributed $5,000 each 

and $2,500 was contributed when the church was dedicated. 

 

Our Ministers - It seems inadvisable to publish a complete roster of men who have served as ministers, since no 

list thus far compiled has been accurate. The State Librarian is now preparing what will be as accurate a list as 

possible, for later publication. The first minister was Rev. Thomas King, 1822-24. During the fifty-seven 

succeeding years there was a large number of "supplies," and a remarkable number of one-to-two year 

pastorates. Rev. George H. Deere held the first long pastorate, 1852-56. In 1871 Rev. Dwight M. Hodge came 

and stayed ten years. After that A.J. Aubrey, 1881-85; James H. Vincent, 1891-97; Charles P. Hall, 1897-1903; 

Alfred J. Cardall, 1903-09; Elliott Bates Barber, 1912-20; Gustave H. Leining, 1922-27 and Harry Adams 

Hersey, 1930 to date, served terms of more than average length (in our denomination.) When the complete roster 

is compiled, mimeographed copies will be furnished. Please preserve this historical program and add the roster 

when you receive it. (Honorary degrees awarded several of the ministers are omitted, since they were probably 

awarded in later years. Three of the ministers, Case, Deere and Leining were ordained in this church.) 

 

Theological Atmosphere - Fierce theological controversy and slanderous and libelous opposition to the 

Universalist Church, with its "Larger Faith," raged in the early years. But as sectarian strife everywhere 

decreased and liberal views increased, the sterling character and community service of Universalists commended 

them to their fellow-men and resulted in Christian fellowship. In 1893, when the church was dedicated, and in 

1897 at the seventy-fifth anniversary, Baptist, Methodist, Disciples, Congregationalists and Christian Advent 

(1897) ministers united in a service of "Fellowship and Goodwill." In 1910, The Disciples and Congregational 

ministers, expressed admiration for Universalism and one of them stated that he was raised in a Universalist 

church. So for more than half a century our Church has been recognized as a fellowship of Christians. 
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Anniversaries - No report of the twenty-fifth and fiftieth anniversaries, if held, have been found. There was a 

notable seventy-fifth anniversary in 1897 with several churches of the city participating by addresses of their 

ministers. The one hundredth anniversary was observed December 9-10, 1922. A home-gathering supper and 

program was held on Saturday evening. Mrs. Charles Lawson made a large "birthday cake," decorated with one 

hundred candles, for the occasion. On Sunday, Dean Lee S. McCollester, D.D., of the Tufts College Theological 

School, preached on "The Contribution and Evolution of Universalism." In the evening a congregation which 

completely filled the church and adjoining room heard Rev. Joseph Fort Newton, D.D., then minister of the 

Universalist Church in New York City, speak on "The Church of the Future." A great occasion, not an 

anniversary, was the burning of the $20,000 mortgage note, in October 1910. There was a notable address by 

Rev. J. Smith Dodge, D.D. Again clergymen of Danbury churches participated. 

 

Organizations - The Church School may have existed from the founding of the church, 1822. We know that it 

existed as early as 1849. A Mission Circle, organized in 1870, existed for several years. The Ladies Aid has had 

a long history of devoted service. Men's clubs have flourished from time to time. 

      The organization of the Young People's Christian Union, November 1891, was one of the most notable and 

fruitful events in the history of the church. The Union has existed continuously for fifty-six years. It has given 

the church and the choir at least one hundred members each. It has contributed more than $20,000 to local, state 

and national denominational enterprises and many other worthy causes. It purchased the piano, contributed 

towards the organ and has now paid $200 for organ renovation. Two national, and at least thirty state officers 

have come from the Union ranks. The fiftieth anniversary, November 5-9, 1941, was extensively observed; first 

by a banquet in Hotel Green, where a former minister, Rev. Gustave H. Leining, D.D., spoke, and second by two 

services on Sunday. Rev. Harry Adams Hersey, D.D. gave an historical address. In the evening the National 

President and National Youth Director were the speakers, and William P. Treadwell, charter member, spoke of 

the early days. An elaborate program, with history and list of all officers, past and present, was published. One 

member, Raymond C. Hopkins, has entered the ministry. 

 

Denominational Spirit - Throughout its history our church has been notable for its large representation at all 

denominational gatherings and conventions. Two ministers, Rev. Gustave H. Leining, D.D and Rev. Harry 

Adams Hersey have served as Secretary of the Connecticut Universalist Convention, an aggregate of 16 years. 

Mrs. Hersey has served as State President of the Women's Organization and for eight years on the Northfield 

Interdenominational Conference Committee. 

 

Contribution to Danbury - Both clergy and laity have been very active in all community enterprises. A 

permanent contribution to the institutions of the city was made by the long-time church school superintendent, 

the late Laura Scott Fanton. In her will she gave "in perpetuity" her estate on Deer Hill Avenue for an historical 

museum. By action of the court and the state legislature that has now been merged with the Danbury Historical 

Museum and Arts Center, Inc., under the name of The Danbury Scott-Fanton and Historical Museum, Inc. 

Today and Tomorrow - Today, in a redecorated church, with a renovated organ, with an active and progressive 

board of trustees, the Universalist Church faces the future, rejoicing in the new day when it is recognized as a 

Christian church of the liberal faith, with a modern attitude to truth "known and to be known." 

 

+++ 
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Comments and Updates 

The first court house referred to dated from 1785 and the second from 1824. Both were located at what is now 71 

Main Street, on the present site of the former Fairfield County Court House, built in 1899. Solomon Glover of 

Newtown was ordained a Universalist minister in 1801, one of the earliest in Connecticut. It is possible he 

preached in Danbury before Hosea Ballou visited in 1807. 

 

The 1893 church was at 347 Main Street. It was UUCD's last permanent home in Danbury before the moves to 

West Redding and now 24 Clapboard Ridge Road. Mrs. Laura Scott of Ridgefield, who donated $5,000, was the 

mother of Mrs. Laura Scott Fanton. 

 

Albert Case ministered in Danbury in 1834, George Deere in 1849-1851. Salmon Bulkeley first served in 1836-

38 and later in 1852-1856. Gustav Leining served 1922-27. Others ordained in Danbury were Edward Smiley 

(1856), A. J. Aubrey (1881), Fred Hammond (2007), and Sierra-Marie Gerfao (2021). Daniel O'Connell was 

ordained in West Redding (1996). Harry Hersey retired in 1948. The UUCD did not have a woman minister full-

time until Jean Gilpatrick, interim appointment, 1987-1988. The first woman settled minister was Barbara 

Pescan, 1988-1995. 

 

The 100th anniversary celebration was a four-day observance, December 8-11, 1922. 

 

Denominational records show a Church School in existence in 1838. Rev. Hersey does not exaggerate the 

importance of the Young People's Christian Union in Danbury. Youthful members in the 1910s and 20s were 

still active in the 1960s in the renamed Universalist-Unitarian Church. In 1961 Rev. Raymond Hopkins became 

the first executive vice president of the newly formed Unitarian Universalist Association.  

The Scott-Fanton Museum is now called Danbury Museum and Historical Society, located at 43 Main Street. 
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Our Mission Statement: 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people, 

ideas and beliefs.  We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need.  With 

others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth.  We stand as a beacon for independent thought, 

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration.                      -    Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008       

 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+ 

people. This year we are engaging in a Trans Inclusion program of education and action as we live out our UU values of 

Love, Equity, Justice and Transformation.  We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration 

status, sexual orientation, religious background, or political affiliation – factors that can separate people in our larger 

culture. 
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