
 

                                                                                                                                                            MARCH 2026 

FROM OUR MINISTER 

 

“The World as We Are” 
 

Dear Holy Ones, 

 

When you look at the world, what do you see? When I look I tend to see only the 

bad things, the way when I sometimes look at others I see only their faults and 

when I look at myself I see only my virtues. The Talmud teaches us that, “We do 

not see things as they are. We see them as we are.”  So if we are having a bad day, 

or we are stressed out, or if our favorite team just lost the Super Bowl, or if our 

political party is not in power, or in the wake of illness and natural disaster, or in 

mire of the swamps of fascism, the world can seem like a very dark, dismal 

hopeless place. And yet there are days in the light of the sun, on the receiving end of a smile, when your favorite 

team wins the game, and you’re feeling good and manage to hear a heartwarming story, and you catch your 

favorite song playing over some speaker in an unlikely place - that all of creation seems to be just fine.    

Stick around long enough and the world will show you joy and sorrow; life and death; happiness and sadness 

both too great to imagine in the middle of here and now we seem to have short memories for both tragedy and 

ecstasy.   

 

When we talk about paying attention, we usually give a lot of that attention to inner work – what is going on 

within us. Yet it is just as important to take note of what goes on in the world around us. What does the world 

show us? And, equally important - what witness do we bear to what we see?  

 

When looking at the world gets you down, don’t ruminate, activate. Don’t post something on Facebook, don’t 

send an email, but get out there and get face to face. Meet people, get engaged, bear witness. What you’re 

willing to work for tells me a lot about what you believe and what you see when you look at the world. When we 

look at the world we see the world not as it is, but as we are. So, my question for you as we enter a month on the 

theme of Paying Attention is: How are we? How are you? When you look at the world, what do you see?  What 

will you do? 

 

Jouret Puk was a child when Pol Pot’s regime killed his father and separated his family into different work 

camps as they executed 2 million people in the killing fields of Cambodia in the 1970s. Puk finally escaped with 

his mother to Thailand when he was 8 and then to Tennessee, where he learned the game of baseball, which he 

loved because the children playing it smiled and were happy and that never happened in Cambodia. Puk returned 

to Cambodia in 2002 to bring baseball and happiness to his homeland, to create a field of dreams on the former 

killing fields so children could experience the joy he knew from a simple game. Fields of Dreams are possible, 

even from killing fields, when you look at the world with love and determination. 

 

Shine on, 

Rev. Tony 



Comment                         _________                                                                                                    March 2026 

2 

 

 

Spiritual Challenge for Personal Growth  -  People Watching 

 

This month’s challenge is from our Soul Matters resources - Paying attention with intentionality is core to Soul 

Matters. The challenges asks us to alter the quality of our attention by shifting from the “judging mind” to the 

“receptive mind.” This attentional stance allows our inner wisdom to “speak” to us. It also trains us to listen to 

other aspects of our lives for messages of challenge and comfort. With all that in mind, this exercise invites us to 

apply our skills of receptive attention to people watching! Here are your instructions: Identify a space where you 

can watch a wide variety of people for a significant amount of time. Think a mall, a park, a bus stop, even church 

coffee hour. Set aside at least 15- 30 minutes. Bring along a small notebook and pen. Find a place to sit and 

watch where it won’t be obvious to others that you are watching them. Center yourself and shift your attention so 

that you are observing folks through the receptive mind, i.e. observe them through the questions of “How might 

my inner wisdom be speaking to me through these people?” and “How might close observation of these people 

offer me a message of comfort or challenge, or reconnect me with an important memory?” Write down what 

shimmers for you and how those shimmers offer you gifts of memory, comfort or challenge. 

 

Some Tips: The details are key. Pay attention to how people uniquely carry themselves and interact with each 

other. Notice what they are wearing and what their facial expressions stir up in you. Ask where you see parts of 

yourself reflected in the details of the crowd. Notice what details spur your empathy, longing or even sadness. 

Sometimes it helps to bring your imagination along and make up a story about the people you are watching, as if 

they are characters in a movie and you’ve written the script. Focus on someone and make up a backstory about 

them or dream up their internal dialog. Speaking of dialog, focus on people talking and concoct the script of 

what they are saying to each other. Then sit back and analyze your imaginings, asking what they say (or are 

trying to say) about you. Wonderful insights and gifts can also arise by being playful and imagining you are an 

alien sent to observe humans to figure out what kind of creatures they are. Use this approach to also open 

yourself 

 

 

Daily Practice for March 2026 on Paying Attention 

 

Chalice Lighting 

With this chalice, may we kindle the flame of our attention. Not too fiery or wild, spreading without cause or 

care. Not too dim or fading, unfocused and ineffective. But, like a cheerful cook fire in a cozy hearth, like a 

comforting candle, flickering yet steady, may our attention be befriended, directed, and sustained for the 

betterment of all humankind. – Lore Stevens 

 

Reflection 

Our entire attention economy is organized around helping us avoid the demands of other people. How many 

of us have retreated to the comfort of our screens to soothe our social anxiety, or to numb the guilt we feel at 

failing to show up for people? It turns out that the loss of our focus and ability to concentrate is just the tip of 

the attentional iceberg. Also at stake is our ability to be present to the people we love, and even to be present 

to ourselves and our pain. – Justine Toh 

 

Chalice Extinguishing 

The flame goes out. A thousand things now wait for your attention. Choose carefully what receives your 

gaze, your time, your wonder, for what we tend to is what we become. – Michele Collins 
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March’s theme is Paying Attention and all services will relate to that idea in some way. Some services may differ 

slightly from these descriptions, as details of the main presentation aren't finalized until a day or two before each 

service.  

 
 

Sunday, March 1st                                          Prepare for Oryoki                                            Rev. Tony Lorenzen 

Rev. Tony reflects on how a meal at Zen Buddhist retreat helped him understand what it means to pay attention. 

after the service - UU 101 Class A on UU History and Theology after the service in the cottage.  

 
 

Sunday, March 8th                               The People In My Neighborhood                             Rev. Dr. Michael Tino 

In the Christian Scripture of Luke, Jesus is asked, "Who is my neighbor?" We will be paying attention to the 

people in our neighborhoods--physical and metaphorical--so that we might better respond to them with love.                                           
 

Rev. Dr. Michael Tino (they/them) is a Unitarian Universalist minister and co-Lead Minister of the Church of 

the Larger Fellowship, our congregation without walls or borders. They are also an affiliated Community 

Minister of the UU Congregation of the Hudson Valley and formerly served our sibling congregation in Mount 

Kisco, NY. Originally from New York City, they live in Peekskill, NY with their husband and daughter. 

 
 

Sunday, March 15th                                              Pivot People                                                Rev. Tony Lorenzen 

Rev. Tony reflects on the fundamental shifts in perspectives individuals and congregations need to make to 

transform our lives and the world.   Discussion on Abolition and LGBTQIA issues after the service in the 

cottage. 

 
 

Sunday, March 22nd            Planting Seeds: Being Intentional to Grow Attention         Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax 

Rev. Suze reflects on opportunities for us to learn from, and identify with nature, so we are more intentional 

about where we place our attention in a distracted, uncertain world in turmoil. Strengthening mental discipline, 

understanding our true nature, and fortifying our breath can support the shift we might need. 

 
 

Sunday, March 29th                                         Follow the Money                                            Rev. Tony Lorenzen  

On this Stewardship Sunday, Rev. Tony reflects on the fundamental shifts in perspectives individuals and 

congregations need to make to transform our lives and the world.   Discussion on Abolition and LGBTQIA 

issues after the service in the cottage. 
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From Our Director of Family Ministries, Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao 
 

Dear Congregation, 

 

My sabbatical begins on March 1st and will continue through the end of July. (The 

Unitarian Universalist Association's recommended formula is one month of sabbatical 

for every completed year of service, sometime between years five and seven. I have 

completed five years and am in my sixth year with you.) 

 

During my sabbatical, I will be improving my Spanish and finishing a theology book I 

am writing for Skinner House books. I will also be starting work as the (as of yet, 

very, very part-time, at just five hours a week) Executive Director for the Connecticut 

Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Ministry. We may have some related contact 

during my sabbatical as a result.  

 

Mostly, I hope to gather myself for ministry for families in a democratically unstable era. I began my ministry 

with you in March of 2020, right at the beginning of the pandemic. So much of our work together has been 

finding our way through new ministry landscapes. I know that in order to keep going in this intensive work, I 

need a chance to gather myself for the next iteration.  

 

I want you to know that it is an honor and a privilege to minister with and to you. I treasure you so much, and 

look forward to returning to be with you in what is next.  

 

When I return, there will be about one month to make sure volunteer teams are in place and trained for our 2026-

2027 program year, which runs mid-September through late May. In the last weeks of February I learned that 

some of our volunteers will not be able to continue next year. This means that when I come back, I will need to 

quickly fill those positions. If you can help for the nine months of the next program year, please get in touch with 

me before March 1st if at all possible, or on my return in August.  

 

Thank you so much for this opportunity to grow in my work, strengthen my ministry, and prepare better for what 

is ahead.  

 

Warmly, 

Sierra-Marie 

 

 

 

Our Caring Circle is Available 

Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle. 
 

Joan Campbell is the contact person for March and April. 

If you have a need, please contact Joan. 

.    
 

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day. 
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Upcoming in Children and Youth Ministries 
 

Our nursery is open on Sundays from 9:50-11:10AM for young children who prefer not to stay in the service 

with their adults. For children in preK-12th grade, we offer Sunday programs.  

 Sunday, March 1 - Regular Sunday morning programs for preK-8th grade and an evening program 8th-

12th Grade 

 Sunday, March 8th - Regular Sunday morning programs for preK-8th grade and an evening program 

8th-12th Grade 

 Sunday, March 15th - Multigenerational Sunday Service (nursery care available, but the only program 

that will meet is the Middle School Youth Group after service) 

 Sunday, March 22nd - Regular Sunday morning programs for preK-8th grade and an evening program 

8th-12th Grade 

 Sunday, March 29th - Regular Sunday morning programs for preK-8th grade and an evening program 

8th-12th Grade; Parent/Caregivers of LGBTQIA+ Group also meets 

 

************* 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES at UUCD 

for the UUA ABOLITION STUDY ACTION ISSUE on ABOLITION 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Association is currently undertaking what we call a Study Action Issue – Every 

congregation is being asked to study the issue of abolition for three years leading up to a vote on a statement of 

conscience on the issue at the 2028 General Assembly. 

 

You can learn more about the Study Action Issue on Abolition here. 

 

The study action issue views abolition as the term is currently used in human rights and justice circles. The 

Study Action Issue says “Abolition is a holistic approach to systemic social change that includes, but is not 

limited to: the abolition of slavery; replacing systems and cultures of violence, coercion and control with 

transformative justice and relational practices; and dismantling the prison-industrial complex as we now know it. 

It requires the transformation of our society and the replacement of theologies of retributive justice and 

violence.” 

 

(continued) 

https://uudanbury.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b&id=14821128de&e=b2cd1a378d
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Rev. Tony is offering a book group and a discussion series as ways to explore the issue of abolition in more 

depth. You can learn more about each of these opportunities and register to participate below. Contact Rev. Tony 

Lorenzen for more information or with questions. 

 

Abolition Book Group with Rev. Tony 
    1st Tuesdays of the month, February through May 2026 at 6:30 – 8 pm 

on Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8988433706 

 

Register here 

 FEBRUARY 3, 2026 -  Hospicing Modernity by Vanessa Machado de Oliveria 

 MARCH 3, 2026 -  Let This Radicalize You: Organizing and the Revolution of  Reciprocal Care by 

Mariame Kaba and Kelly Hayes 

 APRIL 7, 2026 - We Will Not Cancel Us (And Other Dreams of Restorative Justice) by adrienne maree 

brown (AK Press, 2020) 

 MAY 3, 2026 - On Repentance and Repair: Making Amends in an Unapologetic World Danya 

Ruttenberg (Beacon Press, 2022)   

 

Read and discuss books related to the UUA Study Action Issue on the topic of Abolition with Rev. Tony 

Lorenzen as he guides us through four books in four months, each book related in some way to the topic of 

abolition with abolition being defined as a holistic approach to systemic social change that includes, but is not 

limited to: the abolition of slavery; replacing systems and cultures of violence, coercion and control with 

transformative justice and relational practices; and dismantling the prison-industrial complex as we now know it. 

Book discussions are the first Tuesday of the month, Feb. through May 2026, from 6:30 - 8 P.M. on Zoom. 

Register for one book or all four. If there are fewer than five registrations for a session 24 hours before the 

starting time, the session will be cancelled and registrants will be notified.   

 

 

Abolition and…. A Discussion series with Rev. Tony Lorenzen 
Register here 

The topics for the discussions are: 
February - Abolition and Immigration Justice   

March - Abolition and LGBTQ   

April - Abolition and Palestine   

May - Abolition and Poverty 

 

This discussion series offers two different opportunities to discuss each topic. One on first Mondays of the 

Month, February through May, 2026, at noon at the Cottage at UUCD (also open to Zoom participants 

using this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8988433706) and the other option following Sunday services on Feb. 

8,  March 15, April 12, and May 17. Please fill out the registration form at the link above and select all 

discussions you plan to attend. If less than 5 people are registered for a discussion by the day before the session, 

that session will be cancelled and those registered notified.     

 

 

 

https://uudanbury.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b&id=d2447e7e45&e=b2cd1a378d
https://uudanbury.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b&id=68f7f6d1f5&e=b2cd1a378d
https://uudanbury.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b&id=0a6716f418&e=b2cd1a378d
https://uudanbury.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b&id=14b72dae03&e=b2cd1a378d
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From the Board of Trustees 
by Jean Kannan, Trustee 

 

 

I'm Jean and the UUCD's newest Board Member, and a one year member of the Congregation. I'd like to share 

some random thoughts, personal thoughts. 

 

A few years ago I was feeling the need to belong, to find a deeper meaning in my life and in the world. I trolled 

UUCD's website for a while and finally decided to take the plunge. In November 2024 I tentatively walked into 

the UUCD, not knowing what to expect......Was it the sort of religious organization I've long since shied away 

from? Was it some sort of cult? Were they scary opinionated people who find fault with diversity, women's 

rights and justice for all? 

 

It was, and is, none of those. I found a warm, welcoming environment, full of people with varying beliefs, all 

coming together to "think for ourselves and reflect together about life’s big questions and how to live our values 

in the world." 

 

I was hooked that first day. I couldn't wait to go back the following week. Then the next and the next. I wanted 

to be a part of this amazing group of individuals. 

 

I was approached by the Caring Circle to become a member. I quickly said yes. When the Sunday Coffee Hour 

needed a kitchen person, I volunteered. 

 

However, a few months later I was approached about filling a vacancy on the Board; I was very hesitant. I was 

too new and learning so much about the UUCD, how could I fill a seat on the Board? What could I offer? What 

did I know? I felt like a second grader being asked to speak at a high school graduation; it's just not possible.  

Since you are reading this, you know how that turned out. 

 

"How's that going?" you might ask. I am still learning. A lot. But it has helped me to have a deeper connection to 

the Congregation. I'm learning how much goes into the smooth running of the UUCD from the Sunday Service, 

to Family Ministry, the music, the choir, coffee hour and too many programs to mention. This is all made 

possible by the help of the members of the Congregation. Because there are so many helping hands working 

together, UUCD is able to provide many opportunities to be involved, to join the Women's Gathering, Men 

Conversing over Coffee, the Palestine Solidarity Committee, the Chalice Circle, Movies With a Message....by 

the way, this month's Yellow Submarine was amazing!..., Music at the Ridge.....please come once and you'll be 

hooked!..., the Auction, Trunk or Treat, book clubs, protesting the horrific events from Washington, helping our 

immigrant friends and neighbors, and so very much more. 

 

We welcome every member, every visitor, every potential member. If you're new, or a long time member,  and 

want to be involved, approach a Board member and we can direct you. Or just stop us and say "Hi". 

 

As I said, I'm relatively new, so if we haven't met, I'd love to meet you.   
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Come join the UUCD Women’s Gathering 1:30-3:00 PM, on March 5 (the first 

Thursday of the month), in the lower level of Fellowship Hall. In addition to casual 

conversation, our March "Discussion Topic" will be: “During trying times, what 

helps to restore your equilibrium?"   

 

All conversation is held in confidence. 

 

All are welcome – no signups necessary.  

Questions? Speak to Barbara Myers, Melody Levy, or Lisa Horton 

 

 

 

 

UUCD Men Conversing over Coffee meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall Lower Level. Our March meeting is on Wednesday, March 11th. For more information contact 

Jeff Asher or Joe Gillotti. 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, March 14th - Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax and Dan Brodax are facilitating Movies with a Message, 

using Spiritual Cinema’s movie shorts each month from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. These nights consist of 1-3 short 

movies that explore the big questions about life and living (i.e, Who are we? Why are we here? Where are we 

bound? and What can we become when we live at our highest level of potential?) with discussion afterwards. We 

will supply water and popcorn. Feel free to bring your takeout dinner. Donations to UUCD gratefully accepted. 

 

 

 

Another Women’s Group has formed and will meet on the THIRD TUESDAY 

of the month from 6:00-8:30 pm in the Lower Level of the Fellowship Hall! ALL 

folks who identify as female are welcome to attend our first meeting on Tuesday, 

March 17th. Questions?  Contact Darlene Anderson-Alexander or Joanne 

Davidson 
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From the Social Action Council                                                           

                                                              

Dorothy Day Hospitality House                                                                                                  by Lynn Taborsak                                         

 

On the first Saturday of each month, our congregation provides a hot meal and sandwich bags for local Danbury 

residents at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. It is a commitment we have kept for more than 

40 years. Here is some basic information for both new and returning volunteers. The Soup Kitchen is located at 

11 Spring Street in Danbury. The phone number is 203-743-7988. On our designated day, volunteers arrive at 

1:30 pm to help prepare a hot meal and sandwich bags to distribute at the door. We open at 3:00 and serve 70 to 

140 hot meals and sandwich bags that people take home to enjoy that evening. In addition, one or two volunteers 

supervise 20 to 30 guests who enjoy their meal in the former shelter behind the kitchen. We all stay to clean up 

when the kitchen closes at 4:30 pm.   

 

The rules at Dorothy Day are very simple. All people are welcome, if sober and polite. With no paid staff, the 

soup kitchen opens each day to serve people in need a hot meal. Your main responsibility is to help your team 

leader prepare a hot cooked meal and serve it to the guests who come that day, and, finally, clean up afterwards.  

It is hard work, but very rewarding. 

 

This is an important commitment for our congregation. The guests at Dorothy Day depend on us for this meal 

every month. Parking is limited to a small paved lot on the opposite side of the street. If we all have compact 

cars, we can fit six quite well. However, volunteers are welcome to park their vehicles at St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church at 44 Spring Street and walk down to the kitchen if they prefer.  

 

For other ways that our congregation can support Dorothy Day Hospitality House, click here. 

· Sign up for a Soup Kitchen Team on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 

· Bring your food donations to the UUCD every Sunday   

· Sign up to take our food donations to the kitchen twice a month in the foyer 

· Donate a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket 

· Sign up to make sandwiches, cookies or brownies at ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com 

· Deliver bread and baked goods from Stop & Shop to the kitchen on Thursday morning  

· Organize a toiletry drive for soap, razors, shampoo, conditioner, lotion and combs 

 

 

We can all be an important part of the fight to end hunger in our community! 
 

 

 

Fellowship Hall, we will hold a 

potluck Passover Seder to which 

all are welcome. The telling of the 

Passover story in narrative and music 

will be shared in an interactive way, 

with the reading of the Haggadah 

(literally, "the telling") being shared 

among participants taking a turn to read 

the story. Nancy Hershatter will lead 

the music piece of the Seder. Others on 

the team are Lou Ann Heller and Judy 

Lacker. Anyone who wants to help is 

welcome to speak with one of us. 

Children are especially welcome. A 

signup sheet for the potluck meal will 

be on the bulletin board in the lobby 

beginning March 15.  
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More) 
by Douglas H. Parkhurst 

 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury (UUCD), organized in 1822 as the Universalist Society, 

will mark 204 years this coming December. More than sixty clergy have, in one way or another, been associated 

with the congregation over the past two centuries. Perhaps half were settled or parish ministers; others can be 

categorized as itinerant, supply, part-time, on-loan, extension, interim, or contract. In recent years, UUCD has 

also had a community minister and a religious education/family minister. Historically, a minister's average 

length of service with this congregation has been about four years, with many staying for shorter periods. Only 

eleven of the total number have served six or more years. The past three decades have seen much turnover in the 

congregation's clerical leadership; since 1996 UUCD has employed three settled, four interim, and three contract 

ministers, and periodic guest speakers, with the community and religious education/family ministries providing 

support and continuity. 

 

Such clerical turnover is not new. It resembles comings and goings in the Universalist Society's first years. In 

this article, we will look at some early preachers who touched the Danbury Universalists. Unfortunately, Society 

records before 1850 are missing and we must rely on a variety of denominational and local history sources for 

information. 

 

First, a few words about John Murray. Some UUCD historians speculate that John Murray (1741-1815), the most 

influential advocate for and organizer of late 18th century Universalism in America, preached to yet-to-be-

organized Universalists in Danbury. Murray, who was voted out of his Methodist congregation in England for 

advancing the heresy of universal salvation, sailed to the American colonies in the summer of 1770. The 

circumstances leading to his journey, his arrival in New Jersey, and the start of his ministry in this country are 

the stuff of a Universalist "miracle" story [see note below]. During his first years in America, John Murray 

proselytized up and down the east coast, from Maryland to New Hampshire. He later pastored congregations in 

Gloucester and Boston, Massachusetts, while continuing his travels. Murray's form of Universalism has been 

described as "Calvinism [or Arminianism] improved," retaining an orthodox basis while adding the then radical 

notion of God saving all souls, not just a select few [see note below]. It is known John Murray preached in 

coastal towns in Connecticut, as well as in Norwich, Preston, and Hartford. With documentation absent the 

question of whether he visited Danbury remains open. 

 

Hosea Ballou (1771-1852), in early life a Baptist, became a leading light of the generation of Universalist clergy 

following John Murray. Ballou visited Danbury in 1807 and spoke at the courthouse on Main Street. The 

General Convention of Universalists was meeting that year in Newtown; Hosea Ballou was moderator and took 

the opportunity to come to Danbury, bringing the "good news" of the faith with him. Ballou, in his book A 

Treatise on Atonement (1805), developed a rational approach to religion and a unitarian (in contrast to a 

prevailing trinitarian) form of Universalism. In 1821 Hosea Ballou visited and preached in and around Hartford. 

Perhaps Ballou's presence in Connecticut, his prominence in the denomination, and the memory of his earlier 

stop in Danbury inspired those who formed the Danbury Universalist Society a year later. 

 

But Hosea Ballou was not the only influence. Solomon Glover, an Episcopalian turned Universalist, was a life-

long resident of Newtown and member of a large Newtown family. Born in 1750 he was ordained in 1801, 

among the earliest Universalist preachers in Connecticut. In those days the towns of Danbury and Newtown 

shared a common border [see note below] and it is likely Solomon Glover brought his Universalist good news to 
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his neighbors in Danbury before 1822. As time passed he came to be called Father Glover by those in the 

denomination. 

 

Shortly before his death, at age 91, Father Glover was visited by Rev. Charles Spear, a correspondent for the 

periodical Evangelical Magazine and Gospel Advocate. Parts of the interview read this way [see note below]: 

"...The last time he [Glover] preached was in Danbury, about ten years ago. The text was, 'For we brought 

nothing into this world, and we can carry nothing out.' I remember the argument: We brought no sin into the 

world, and we can carry none out. I leave the reader to judge of the strength of the reasoning.... 'In preaching,' he 

said, 'he always told the people not to believe him, but search the Scriptures, and he never told the people that 

they were to be saved, but they were saved already'.... He went back to the old revolutionary war, and said he 

had always been governed by the principle that it was not right to kill a human being! Would to God all 

Universalists would adopt the same opinion...." 

 

Solomon Glover married Mary Northrup in 1773; after Mary's death he married Rachel Munson Ambler, widow 

of Stephen Ambler. Stephen was one of the twelve organizers of the Universalist Society in Danbury. Solomon 

Glover was the oldest Universalist minister in the United States when he died in 1842. 

 

In 1821 Josiah Dikeman of Danbury was fellowshipped and ordained by the General Convention of 

Universalists, meeting in Hudson, New York. The moderator of the 1821 session was Solomon Glover. Perhaps 

Dikeman was Glover's ministerial protégé. Josiah Dikeman was not among the twelve organizers of the Danbury 

Society in 1822, but his name does appear in the annual Connecticut state registers for 1825, 1826, and 1829 as a 

Universalist minister in Danbury. Connecticut State Convention records include him with those who preached to 

Universalists at Long Ridge (northern part of Stamford). In 1826 he officiated the marriage of Solomon Glover 

and Rachel Ambler. Josiah Dikeman's ministerial fellowship was withdrawn by the Southern Association of 

Universalists (Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island) at its annual meeting in 1832. 

 

The first permanent, though itinerant, minister of the Danbury Universalists, starting in 1824, is identified as 

Rev. Thomas Farrington King, then in his twenties and just beginning his career. Born in 1798 in New York 

City, King was working there as a tradesman, perhaps a cobbler, when friends encouraged him to pursue the 

ministry. He likely studied under the auspices of Rev. Edward Mitchell, a former Methodist who embraced 

trinitarian Universalism. Mitchell was leader of a congregation in New York City called "Society of United 

Christian Friends."  

 

Thomas Farrington King was fellowshipped by the General Convention in 1822 and ordained the following year. 

He preached first in Greenwich Village and briefly in Hudson, New York. King then moved to Norwalk, 

Connecticut, and rode a circuit preaching to Universalist groups in and near southwestern Connecticut, including 

Danbury. He was among the organizers of the geographically large Hudson River Association of Universalists 

which held its first meeting in Danbury in 1826 and included the Danbury congregation [see note below]. 

Around this time King returned to Hudson, New York. Thomas F. King was later called to Universalist churches 

in Portsmouth, New Hampshire (1828) and Charlestown, Massachusetts (1835). 

 

While ministering in Charlestown Rev. King wrote, "The basis of Universalism is the nature of the blessed God. 

It recognizes the impartial and unchangeable love of our heavenly Father, and its grand moral design is, to 

assimilate man to the likeness of his Maker." 
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John Greenleaf Adams, D.D., in his book Fifty Notable Years (1882) includes this description of Thomas 

Farrington King: "He came up from the humble walks of life, and by hard study and the improvement of every 

opportunity for mental culture, became a scholar of excellent acquirements....His voice was rich, deep, and 

musical....This, aside from their intrinsic merits, made his discourses strongly impressive....Mr. King had a large, 

warm, sympathetic heart, and made the joys and sorrows of the people his own. He was the life of the social 

circle...He had an unusually rich voice in singing. His pulpit services were pervaded with a profound reverential 

spirit...." Perhaps these fine qualities were emerging when he preached to the Danbury Universalists at the start 

of his career! 

 

King was sympathetic to the Restorationist theological position within the denomination. Simply stated, 

Restorationists believed a temporary (though perhaps lengthy) future punishment or "cleansing" of the human 

soul after physical death was required to atone for sins committed in this life. When this process was complete, 

the soul achieved final salvation. Contrast this to the theological position of so-called Ultra Universalists 

(including Hosea Ballou) that sins in this life are punished in this life. The soul is so profoundly transformed 

upon physical death, through God's love and the agency of Christ's ultimate sacrifice, that it achieves final 

salvation immediately. No intermediate punishment is necessary. Compare these also with John Murray's 

teaching that redemption for all was assured by Jesus' death. It was not something that will happen in the future; 

redemption has already been accomplished. To Murray, "salvation" was achieved when the individual became 

aware of this truth. The role of the preacher was to apprise his listeners of this happy news. 

 

Thomas Farrington King was a significant denominational as well as community leader. He was active in the 

work of the Universalist General Convention and in state conventions and regional associations. In 1837 King 

was chosen one of two chaplains of the Massachusetts House of Representatives. A Freemason, he was Grand 

Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 1838-39. Sadly, King fell ill and died in Charlestown in 1839, at 

the age of 41. Thomas F. King had married Susan Margaret Starr, also of New York City, in 1823. Their oldest 

son, Thomas Starr King, became an eminent Universalist and Unitarian minister. During his Civil War-era 

pastorate at the Unitarian church in San Francisco, Thomas Starr King became known as "the man who saved 

California for the Union."  

 

[Note - See the Murray Grove website at https://murraygrove.org/thomas-potter-and-john-murray-story/] 

[Note - John Murray held that humankind, past, present, and future, had been redeemed by the death of Jesus on 

the cross. As "In Adam's fall, we sinned all," through the death of Jesus (the second Adam) all were saved.] 

[Note - The parish of Bethel, on Danbury's east side and west of Newtown, was part of the town of Danbury 

until Bethel was set off as a separate town in 1855.] 

[Note - Magazine issue of July 22, 1842.] 

[Note - The Connecticut Universalist Convention and three multi-county state associations (Hartford, 

Quinebaug, and Southern) were not established until the 1830s.] 
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Our Mission Statement: 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people, 

ideas and beliefs.  We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need.  With 

others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth.  We stand as a beacon for independent thought, 

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration.                      -    Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008       

 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+ 

people. We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration status, sexual orientation, religious 

background, or political affiliation – factors that can separate people in our larger culture. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Deadline for the April Comment – 

Friday, March 20th.                       

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


