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FROM OUR MINISTER

“The Radical Nature of Embracing Possibility”

Dear Ones,

Some of you have been speaking to me recently about feeling more radicalized than
you ever have and wanting to be more active politically in opposition to injustice
than you ever have. Many of these conversations include naming the realization
that, as “Vanessa Machado de Oliveira says in her book Hospicing Modernity,
“injustice is the natural byproduct of modernity’s inherent structures of domination,
power, violence, and colonialism.” Many of you are talking to me about looking for hope and wondering if it’s
possible to build a better world.

I believe a better world is indeed possible on the other side of this horrible point in history, but that possibility
doesn’t come wrapped up in a gift box. You can’t just tear off the wrapping paper and find what you’ve hoped
for inside - and there it is — Everything’s Great! Possibility requires courage. We must be brave enough to
consider different possibilities. We must be brave enough to give up certainty and assume an emotional as well
as an intellectual posture of curiosity. We must be brave enough to give up some of our personal preferences and
privileges for the good of the community and the good of the world, trusting that others will too. Possibility
requires trusting that there are enough resources within us and within our community and our congregation and
the world around us to “justify ultimate if not immediate optimism” — a cornerstone of our liberal faith according
to James Luther Adams.

Considering possibilities doesn’t have to be fearful - it can be hopeful. The way it’s always been is safe, but
limiting - we may need ideas, practices, customs, programs, and laws that are brand new to all of us. But instead
of thinking of this as too risky to chance, how does our attitude change if we think of this as too risky NOT to
chance?

Possibility unleashes creativity. Possibility unleashes energy. Possibility and creative energy are attractive.
Possibility unshackles us from the way we’ve always done it so we can create together the way we need to do it
from now on. Possibility enables us to not only move forward but create a future even more glorious and storied
than our past.

Hopefully,

Rev. Tony
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Daily Practice for April 2026 on Embracing Possiblities

Chalice Lighting
May this flame cast its light toward the coming days, reminding us that “the future is not simply a place we are
going, but a place we are creating. — Scott Taylor and John Schaar

Reflection

“We are attendants at the wake of the old way, and each of us—through our actions, our thoughts, our work and
relationships—is midwifing a new world into existence... and when we come to our days with this awareness,
when we fully wake up to this tremendous privilege, when we sense the oak in the acorn of our beings, then we
will have the energy to move mountains and shift the tides.” — Jan Phillips

Chalice Extinguishing
There is so much work to do. We have only begun to imagine justice and mercy. Help us hold fast to our vision
of what can be. — Rev. Bill Sinkford

*hkkhkkhkkikikkk

NEW Pathways THROUGH Membership Class

The UU Congregation of Danbury will offer a series of three 1 hour long classes called Pathways THROUGH
Membership. Taken as a group they are Everything You Need to Know about Unitarian Universalism and The
UU Congregation of Danbury.

These classes are open to everyone. For those seeking to become members of the congregation, these are
required classes. For those who have been Unitarian Universalists for many years, they are great refreshers.

The three classes are labeled A, B, and C;
e Class A is about UU history and theology, including our spiritual diversity and current UU values.
e Class B is about Getting to Know UUCD which includes a facilities tour, UUCD History, and how to get
involved in things in the congregation.
e Class C deals with the rights and responsibilities of congregational membership, how we govern the
congregation, our use of the democratic process, and the congregation’s finances and fundraising.

No registration is required. If you need childcare during the class time, please contact Rev. Tony or Lisa Horton
ahead of time. The classes will be downstairs in the Fellowship Hall and begin at 11:30 a.m. following Sunday
morning service. The schedule of these classes for this spring is as follows:

Date Class Topic

April 26 A - UU History and Theology

May 3 B — Getting to Know UUCD and Getting Involved

May 10 C — The Meaning of Membership, Congregational Governance, and Finance
May 17 New Member Welcome Ceremony
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April’s theme is Embracing Possibilities and all services will relate to that idea in some way. Some services may
differ slightly from these descriptions, as details of the main presentation aren't finalized until a day or two
before each service.

Sunday, April 5t The Possibilities of Easter Anja Westenberg and Doug Williams
Join us for an Easter celebration for all ages followed by an egg hunt on the UUCD grounds.

Sunday, April 12t The Labor of Rebirth Rev. Tony Lorenzen
Rev. Tony offers a message for the Easter and Passover season about the work of starting over and how coming
back to life isn't a magical spell but a transformational process of crossing the desert and embracing possibility.

Abolition discussion on Palestine after the service at 11:30 a.m. in the cottage kitchen.

Sunday. April 19t Eco-Socialism is Possible Stanley Heller
With crises of affordability, nuclear war and climate collapse staring us in the face there are still ways for the
human race to prevail, but a rosy, auspicious, awesome future is still possible.

Sunday, April 26t From Liberal to Liberationist Rev. Tony Lorenzen
Rev. Tony reflects on the shifts in Unitarian Universalism and other progressive movements from liberal to
liberationist and liberation requires imagining possibilities beyond the limits of liberalism.

After the service at 11:30 a.m. Pathways Through Membership Class A - UU History and Theology in the lower
of Fellowship Hall.
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From the Stewardship Team

Q/\N e Asix-year old girl is working with a little clay, some colored paper and
(:} b how people live together in this newly-imagined location.

ARDS& popsicle sticks, and a lot of glitter, designing a neighborhood, imagining
. &

o A few miles away, a mother of young children picks up canned food
® items for the next couple of dinners.

e A man in his 80s calls the UUCD Caring Circle to let them know he’s
fg\ had another fall over the weekend, a fracture this time, and his call
@ prompts a round of meals and check-in visits from friends.

¢
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e Empty nesters with new space in their lives and a creeping awareness of
their social isolation arrive at UUCD for their first visit as they think
toward creating community in their next chapters.

e A woman in a difficult marriage continues to attend services and a women’s group as a sort of lifeline,
finding among friends the support she needs to reflect on her situation.

e A high school junior, approaching the bridge into adulthood, engages in inquiry with other youth about
the values that inform worship services across different faith communities in Danbury.

THIS IS WHAT MAKES UUCD VALUABLE AND MEANINGFUL IN OUR LIVES.

April is the month of our annual Stewardship Drive, when we ask you to make a financial commitment to
support UUCD. You will soon receive a letter with more details, but you may easily pledge online at any time at
our website: uudanbury.org.

Supporting UUCD with your pledge is an investment in lives today, and helps shape a moral ecosystem for
generations to come. Thank you!!!!

Your 2026 Stewardship Team:

Jeff Asher, Randy Bomer, Margaret Henderson, Dave Lias. Todd Zagorec

UUCD Budget Basics

In connection with the ongoing pledge drive, this year's Stewardship Lead, Todd Zagorec, will deliver a short
presentation about the current UUCD budget, to be followed by questions and answers. The presentation will
begin at 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, April 12th in the lower level of the Fellowship Hall. It will be offered again on
Tuesday evening, April 14th at 7 p.m., also in the lower level of the Fellowship Hall.
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From the Board of Trustees
by Nancy Cullen, Trustee

Mark Your Calendar

Here is some news from the most recent UU Danbury Board of Trustees meeting:
« A date was set for our congregation’s Annual Meeting: June 7, after the Sunday Service.

« April 8 is the deadline for prospective new members to join if they want to vote at the Annual Meeting.
You do not have to be a member to attend these meetings or to pledge.

« Before the Annual Meeting, we will hold Town Hall meetings. At a Town Hall you have an opportunity
to discuss the issues in advance and in depth. This helps make our Annual Meetings run more
smoothly and avoids overly long meetings. We expect UU Danbury’s budget to be an important topic
for discussion. Even if you are not interested in the budget, there will be information about the
activities of UU Danbury during the past year and our plans for the future at the Annual Meeting.

Town Hall Dates are:
o Sunday, May 31 after the service in the Lower Level Meeting Room. Annie Senol and
Margaret Henderson will lead the meeting.
o Tuesday, June 2 at 7pm - in the Lower Level Meeting Room. Margaret Henderson and
LouAnn Villani will lead the meeting.

« Todd Zagorec will be leading the April Pledge Drive, which starts March 29. Do you want to pledge
now? Use this link!

« Something to remember: UU Danbury's annual pledge drive happens in April, so that we can prepare the
budget in May and vote on it in June. Our fiscal year runs July 1st - June 30th.

« Board Members' pledges were due on March 16.

« At our last Board meeting, the deficit we projected last year seemed to have decreased somewhat. Your
generosity, your efforts, and the Board’s make a difference. By June 7th there will be further news -
don’t miss the meeting! If you have questions and want an in-depth conversation please come to the
Town Hall Meetings. We also will make these meetings accessible via Zoom.


https://uudanbury.org/front-page/donate/
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ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES continue for the
UUA ABOLITION STUDY ACTION ISSUE

The Unitarian Universalist Association is currently undertaking what we call a Study Action Issue —
Every congregation is being asked to study the issue of abolition for three years leading up to a vote on a
statement of conscience on the issue at the 2028 General Assembly. You can learn more about the Study Action
Issue on Abolition here.

The study action issue views abolition as the term is currently used in human rights and justice circles.
The Study Action Issue says “Abolition is a holistic approach to systemic social change that includes, but is not
limited to: the abolition of slavery; replacing systems and cultures of violence, coercion and control with
transformative justice and relational practices; and dismantling the prison-industrial complex as we now know it.
It requires the transformation of our society and the replacement of theologies of retributive justice and
violence.”

Rev. Tony is offering a book group and a discussion series as ways to explore the issue of abolition in
more depth. You can learn more about each of these opportunities and register to participate below. Contact Rev.
Tony Lorenzen for more information or with questions.

Abolition Book Group with Rev. Tony
1% Tuesdays of the month through May 2026 at 6:30 — 8 pm on Zoom
at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8988433706

APRIL 7, 2026 - We Will Not Cancel Us (And Other Dreams of Restorative Justice) by adrienne maree
brown (AK Press, 2020)

MAY 3, 2026 - On Repentance and Repair: Making Amends in an Unapologetic World Danya Ruttenberg
(Beacon Press, 2022)

Read and discuss books related to the UUA Study Action Issue on the topic of Abolition with Rev. Tony
Lorenzen as he guides us through the books, each book related in some way to the topic of abolition with
abolition being defined as a holistic approach to systemic social change that includes, but is not limited to: the
abolition of slavery; replacing systems and cultures of violence, coercion and control with transformative justice
and relational practices; and dismantling the prison-industrial complex as we now know it. If there are fewer
than five registrations for a session 24 hours before the starting time, the session will be cancelled and registrants
will be notified. Register here

Abolition and.... A Discussion series with Rev. Tony Lorenzen

The topics for the discussions are:
April - Abolition and Palestine May - Abolition and Poverty

This discussion series will meet following Sunday services on April 12, and May 17. Please fill out the
registration form at the link and select all discussions you plan to attend. If less than 5 people are registered for a
discussion by the day before the session, that session will be cancelled and those registered notified.

Register here


https://uudanbury.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b&id=14821128de&e=b2cd1a378d
https://uudanbury.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b&id=d2447e7e45&e=b2cd1a378d
https://uudanbury.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b&id=68f7f6d1f5&e=b2cd1a378d
https://uudanbury.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=671dd3eddd203e88d1fc8025b&id=0a6716f418&e=b2cd1a378d
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Gathering

Upcoming Events

Come join the UUCD Women’s Afternoon Gathering on April 2 (the first Thursday
of the month), 1:30-3:00 PM, in the lower level of Fellowship Hall. In addition to
casual conversation, our April "Discussion Topic" will be: “What do you hold onto
from your first or most important friendship?" All conversation is held in confidence.
All are welcome — no signups necessary. Questions? Speak to Barbara Myers, Melody
Levy, or Lisa Horton
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UUCD Men Conversing over Coffee meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall Lower Level. Our April meeting is on Wednesday, April 8. For more information contact Jeff
Asher or Joe Gillotti.

Movies with a Message

Saturday, April 11t - Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax and Dan Brodax are facilitating Movies with a Message,
using Spiritual Cinema’s movie shorts each month from 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. These nights consist of 1-3 short
movies that explore the big questions about life and living (i.e, Who are we? Why are we here? Where are we
bound? and What can we become when we live at our highest level of potential?) with discussion afterwards. We
will supply water and popcorn. Feel free to bring your takeout dinner. Donations to UUCD gratefully accepted.

Another Women’s Group has formed and will meet on the THIRD TUESDAY

of the month from 6:30-8:00 pm in the Lower Level of the Fellowship Hall! ALL
‘ EVENING folks who identify as female are welcome to attend. Our next meeting is on
WOMEN’S Tuesday, April 21t. Questions? Contact Darlene Anderson-Alexander or Joanne
‘ Grour 8Kk

’ Davidson

@ uucp
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Lui Collins &
Anand Nayak

SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2026, 4pm

Folk singer/songwriter Lui Collins has been performing, writing and recording for over 40
years, earning international acclaim for her music. Her repertoire, accompanied on tenor
ukulele and banjo, ranges from original and traditional folk songs and American standards to
bossa nova in the original Brazilian Portuguese. She's made 16 CDs, performed on others’
projects, and shared the stage with such folk-world notables as Tom Rush, Bonnie Raitt, and

5tan Rogers.

Anand Nayak is a Grammy-nominated producer, singer-songwriter and multi-instrumentalist.
Immersed in music at an early age, Anand was a natural leader in youth choirs and theater
productions. Building on years of classical piano, he turned to the guitar as a teenager,
teaching himself to play anything and everything he could. An equal love for acoustic and
electric music kept him stylistically open in those formative years, an openness that has
become the foundation for a unique ability to play with and enhance the music of a wide
variety of musicians.

MUSIC AT THE RIDGE Tickets:

24 Clapboard Ridge Road In-person and

Danbury, Connecticut Live-streaming

www.musicattheridge.org At Eventbrite.com
http://tinyurl.com/48mxv2z
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MinistryTeam News

From the Caring Circle

Our Caring Circle is Available
Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle.

Joan Campbell is the contact person for April.
If you have a need, please contact Joan.

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly.as possible but it may be at the end of the day.

FIVE

The Caring Circle will be hosting a program on May 17, 2026 following Sunday service about the FIVE
WISHES document.

There are many things in life that are out of our hands. The FIVE WISHES document gives you a way to control
something very important - how you are treated if you get seriously ill, or are facing end of life issues.

FIVE WISHES is the first Living Will that talks about your personal emotional and spiritual needs as well as
your medical wishes. It's written in everyday language, making it easy to understand and complete. It allows
your family or caregiver to know exactly what you want, so they don't have to guess. Each registered participant
will receive a booklet to take home and complete.

We will show a short video explaining the FIVE WISHES booklet. There will be time to discuss each section/
wish and answer questions.

Please register via email by May 10" to LouAnn Villani.
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From the Social Action Council
Dorothy Day Hospitality House by Lynn Taborsak

On the first Saturday of each month, our congregation provides a hot meal and sandwich bags for local Danbury
residents at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. It is a commitment we have kept for more than
40 years. Here is some basic information for both new and returning volunteers. The Soup Kitchen is located at
11 Spring Street in Danbury. The phone number is 203-743-7988. On our designated day, volunteers arrive at
1:30 pm to help prepare a hot meal and sandwich bags to distribute at the door. We open at 3:00 and serve 70 to
140 hot meals and sandwich bags that people take home to enjoy that evening. In addition, one or two volunteers
supervise 20 to 30 guests who enjoy their meal in the former shelter behind the kitchen. We all stay to clean up
when the kitchen closes at 4:30 pm.

The rules at Dorothy Day are very simple. All people are welcome, if sober and polite. With no paid staff, the
soup kitchen opens each day to serve people in need a hot meal. Your main responsibility is to help your team
leader prepare a hot cooked meal and serve it to the guests who come that day, and, finally, clean up afterwards.
It is hard work, but very rewarding.

This is an important commitment for our congregation. The guests at Dorothy Day depend on us for this meal
every month. Parking is limited to a small paved lot on the opposite side of the street. If we all have compact

cars, we can fit six quite well. However, volunteers are welcome to park their vehicles at St. Paul’s Lutheran

Church at 44 Spring Street and walk down to the kitchen if they prefer.

For other ways that our congregation can support Dorothy Day Hospitality House, click here.
- Sign up for a Soup Kitchen Team on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall
- Bring your food donations to the UUCD every Sunday
- Sign up to take our food donations to the kitchen twice a month in the foyer
- Donate a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket
- Sign up to make sandwiches, cookies or brownies at ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com
- Deliver bread and baked goods from Stop & Shop to the kitchen on Thursday morning
- Organize a toiletry drive for soap, razors, shampoo, conditioner, lotion and combs

We can all be an important part of the fight to end hunger in our community!
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More)
by Douglas H. Parkhurst

This writer prepared a reminiscence for a September 2009 "History Sunday" service at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Danbury. | shared memories of growing up in the Danbury UU church during my childhood in
the 1950s and 60s. This article is adapted from that presentation.

*k*k

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury (UUCD) moved to its present location at 24 Clapboard
Ridge Road during the period 2003 to 2005. Office and meeting space in the existing house was occupied first,
while Sunday services and religious education were conducted in rented space on the downtown campus of
Western Connecticut State University. With the construction and November 2005 opening of the new Fellowship
Hall the move was completed. Before this our congregation spent thirty-plus years at "the Barn," 9 Picketts
Ridge Road in West Redding. Our last permanent home in Danbury prior to West Redding was at 347 Main
Street, a short distance south of the railroad crossing. The Universalists constructed this building in the early
1890s and it was our church home until 1966, after which it was sold and in 1974 torn down. Photos of this
church, with its ivy-covered walls, tower, and steeple, have been on display in the fireplace room downstairs in
the house. This is where | went to church for my first fourteen years. A modern office building now occupies the
space where the old church stood.

My parents, Wallace and Louise Parkhurst, began attending what is now the UUCD in the mid-1940s, after
coming to Danbury from Massachusetts. My father, the son of a clergyman, grew up in a Universalist household.
My mother was raised a Roman Catholic. Over the years both became very active in the congregation, my father
as president of the board, superintendent of the Sunday school, youth group leader, moderator of the church, and
during the 1950s, president of the Connecticut Universalist Convention. My mother taught Sunday school,
worked on church suppers and rummage sales, and served a term as president of the local Association of
Universalist Women. Both were active in the MMT (Meet Me There) couples club of the church. Also living
with us during my early childhood was my paternal grandmother, Anna B. Parkhurst, who herself had grown up
in the Universalist faith and attended church regularly. Gram worked on turkey suppers and led at least one adult
religious education group. She was good friends with several of the older ladies of the church, among them Mrs.
Voegele, Miss Ritton, Mrs. Hersey, and Miss Grabert.

I was born in Danbury in 1952 and christened (which was what the child dedication ceremony was called in the
Danbury church at that time) a few months later. My parents liked to recount that the evening before I was born
the family attended a ham and baked bean supper at the church. My mother suspected those baked beans had
something to do with my arrival before dawn the next morning!

I was a baby in the church nursery and when | was old enough began attending Sunday school, what today we
call religious education. Classes were held in the large room on the second floor of the church, with movable
bulletin board-type partitions to separate the age groups. Our lessons were varied and taught often by mothers
and occasionally by fathers. My mother liked working with the younger children while my father, a teacher and
coach at Danbury High School, worked with the youth group. I recall having a book about Bible stories wherein
a child could color and paste or glue pictures and Bible scenes. We read stories about Martin and Judy, children
whose experiences taught positive, UU-friendly lessons about growing up. Other books introduced Moses and
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Jesus and Beginnings and Other Lands....These and other books and curricula were the inspiration and creation
of 20th century denominational religious educators, prominent among them Sophia Lyon Fahs (Unitarian) and

Angus MacLean (Universalist). For many years copies of these very same books could be found on the shelves
of our congregtion's religious education library. I'm not sure if any remain today.

One of my Sunday school teachers was the senior Seabury Lyon. Long-time members of the congregation will
remember him and his wife Eleanor attending at the Barn. Mr. Lyon seemed older than most of our teachers (at
the time he was probably middle-aged) and was an expert on plants and growing things. He brought samples and
did his best to explain their mysteries to the fourth-graders in his charge. | think one day he took the class to his
home and property in Bethel to see the Christmas trees he grew there. Over the years many of these trees found
their way to the church (and the Barn) to be decorated during the holiday season.

To be continued...

I

unitarian universalist

CONGREGATION OF DANBURY =
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Our Mission Statement:

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people,
ideas and beliefs. We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need. With
others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth. We stand as a beacon for independent thought,

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration. - Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+
people. We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration status, sexual orientation, religious
background, or political affiliation — factors that can separate people in our larger culture.

Deadline for the May Comment —
Friday, April 17%,

14



