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FROM OUR MINISTER 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

By the time you’re reading this in the Comment and This Week, I will be at 

Middlebury College’s Summer Language School to study Spanish for seven weeks 

in a total immersion program. Middlebury’s program is one of the premier intense 

immersion language learning programs in the world. You can learn more about 

Middlebury Language Schools here or download their recent brochure here. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to attend. I want to explain why I am going. Last fall 

when I returned from sabbatical our congregation’s relationship with Danbury 

Unites for Immigrants (DUFI) was deepening as was the repression and injustice being visited upon the 

immigrant community by our federal government. I quickly learned that something intrinsically important to the 

work of immigration justice is multi-lingual communication. Although there are plenty of fluent Spanish and 

Portuguese speakers in our greater Danbury community and among the DUFI volunteers there wasn’t always 

someone available immediately to communicate to with someone who needed help, especially in the wake of an 

ICE abduction and kidnapping.    

 

At that time, I had spent the previous six months learning Portuguese in preparation for, and then making a 

sabbatical trip to Portugal. I felt that learning Spanish was one way both I and UUCD could help the cause of 

immigrant justice. I felt that I have had a good preparation for a deep dive into accelerating a path to being 

conversational in Spanish because Portuguese has a 90% lexical similarity to Spanish and I studied Spanish for 

four years in college and passed a theological Spanish exam at Harvard Divinity School. It was a good head start, 

and I deepened it by attending an immersion program in Costa Rica for two weeks in February with financial 

assistance from the Unitarian Universalist Association’s Continuing Education Fund.   

 

I applied to Middlebury and when accepted I was faced with the cost – just under $13,000 for classes, cultural 

programs, and room and board – not including books and supplies! I applied for and received a $5000 

scholarship. Then I did a Faithify crowd funding campaign to raise the remaining $8000 and did so in just over 

forty-eight hours!  

 

My Spanish ability is currently at A2 on the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) which is the 

six level international standard for language proficiency. A2 means I can have basic short conversations – 

capable tourist Spanish. I can ask for and follow basic directions, order a meal, make a hotel reservation, tell 

people a bit about myself, my family, and my life, and so on. Most students at Middlebury see a two-level 

increase in CEFR during their summer program. For me, that would mean ending the summer at B2 which is an 

independent user – not fluent, but conversational enough to work in one’s field of interest and have the type of 

conversations that take place in the wake of ICE abductions and helping Spanish speakers with immigration 

issues. There is no guarantee. I might not make that much progress. But it will not be for lack of effort. And 

https://www.middlebury.edu/language-schools/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N19hXNUhF2rvov2_60h6R8_BNXacY8wo/view?usp=sharing
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/level-descriptions
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whatever progress I make, I will be that much closer to fluency and much more able to communicate with 

Spanish speakers than I am now.   

 

There’s a lot on the congregation’s plate as a leave and I am available for emergencies and consultation while I 

am at Middlebury. I have cleared it with the school’s administration that taking occasional urgent phone calls or 

email from the congregation will not violate the language pledge to use only Spanish for seven weeks.    

 

Our Sunday service schedule is set not only through the summer but through September in terms of Sunday 

musicians and through October in terms of Sunday speakers. I am looking forward to forming and working with 

a hiring committee for a permanent congregational musician immediately upon my return. A lot of gratitude to 

Carl Tichler and Cheryl Edelen for stepping up to make sure we have music through September and thanks to 

everyone who stepped forward to lead a Sunday service including Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax, Dan Brodax, Annie 

Senol and Lisa Tancredi, Jeremy Stein, Stanley Heller, Dale Hill and Lynn Taboursak, and Steve Kennedy.   

 

Espero verte en Agosto,  

 

Rev. Tony  
 

 

******* 

 
UUCD will form a Hiring Committee to hire a Sunday musician upon Rev. Tony's return from Language School in 

mid-August. Anyone wishing to be considered to be on this committee should be familiar with the following resources and 

contact Rev. Tony.  

 

Resources on Music Ministry in UU Congregations 
 

UUA / AUUMM MUSIC IN OUR CONGREGATIONS: A Handbook for Staffing a Music Program in UU 

Congregations  

 

Other useful resources:  

 

UUA Job Level Rubric 

 

UUA's Music Leadership Professional Development Program  

 

The Association for UU Music Ministries  

 

 

 
 

https://www.auumm.org/sites/default/files/content-files/Music%20In%20Our%20Congregations%20Part%201%20Revisions%202.20.pdf
https://www.auumm.org/sites/default/files/content-files/Music%20In%20Our%20Congregations%20Part%201%20Revisions%202.20.pdf
https://www.uua.org/files/2022-11/Job_Level_Rubric.pdf
https://www.uua.org/careers/music/music-leadership-professional-development-program
https://www.auumm.org/
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Sunday, July 5th                         American Lessons and Carols at 250         Anja Westenberg and Doug Williams 

Anya and Doug will lead us through a birthday celebration of readings and songs for the United States of 

America the Beautiful (and not so Beautiful). 

 

 

Sunday, July 12th                                                                                               Dan Brodax and Robert Markowitz 

Love & Acceptance: Exploring The Spirituality in Pop Songs 

Musician/songwriter Dan Brodax is inviting his good friend Robert Markowitz (author, and criminal lawyer 

turned children's musical entertainer to explore Love & Acceptance through the lens of Robert’s book entitled 

“The spirituality in Pop Songs” 

 

 

Sunday, July 19th                                                                                                                                   Jeremy Stein 

Co-existence in America: Collaboration, Forgiveness, and Common Ground 

The service will explore communication, understanding, and dealing with those whose views of the world and 

reality differ from our own 

 

 

Sunday, July 26th                                                                                                              Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax 

Holding On and Letting Go: Reflections on Navigating the Human Condition 

As Henry Ellis said, “All the art of living lies in a fine mingling of letting go and holding on.”  Inherent in the 

human condition is that we hold on to people, places and situations - or we let them go – voluntarily or 

involuntarily.  This sermon will explore aspects of these ways of being – when and how they promote health, 

happiness or suffering. There will be a participative component. 

 

 

Sunday, August 2nd                                                 TBD                                                                    Stanley Heller                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

Sunday, August 9th                       The Life and Legacy of Dorothy Day                   Dale Hill and Lynn Taborsak 

Dale and Lynn will reflect on the life and legacy of Dorothy Day and her influence on communities like our 

own. 
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Sunday, August 16th                                            Muslims in the United States part 2                                         Anne Senol 

Annie will present a follow-up to the service she presented on July 2, 2023. Muslims have been here since the 

first Spanish conquistadors explored the land that would become the United States. We'll share a few of their 

stories and continue in gratitude for the gifts they brought us. 

 

Sunday, August 23rd              Blessing of the Backpacks Multigenerational Service              Rev. Tony Lorenzen 

 

 

Sunday, August 30th                                                                                Lisa Kathleen Tancredi with Annie Senol                                                                                                                                                                                                        

How Do We Know? Finding Clarity in a Noisy World 

Every day we are pulled in countless directions by expectations, opinions, fears, desires, and the endless noise of 

modern life. How do we know which voice to trust? How do we recognize the difference between fear, 

conditioning, and the deeper wisdom that can guide us toward what is truly right for us? In this talk, Lisa 

Kathleen Tancredi explores what psychology, spirituality, and neuroscience have to say about intuition and inner 

knowing, and shares practical ways to recognize and strengthen our connection to this deeper guidance. She will 

also lead participants through a simple somatic practice to help access greater clarity, balance, and insight. 

Lisa Kathleen Tancredi is a coach, speaker, educator, and end-of-life doula who helps people navigate life's 

challenges with greater clarity, resilience, and meaning. Drawing on decades of study in neuroscience, 

meditation, yoga, philosophy, trauma healing, and spiritual traditions, she explores the intersection of science, 

wisdom, and human experience. Lisa's work focuses on helping people reconnect with their inner resources, 

access deeper insight, and find steadiness in times of change and uncertainty. 
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Our Caring Circle is Available 

Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle. 
 

Donna Lawrence is the contact person for July and August. 

If you have a need, please contact Donna.    

 

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day. 

 
 

 

 
 

Come join the UUCD Women’s Afternoon Gathering on the first Thursday of 

the month), 1:30-3:00 PM, in the lower level of Fellowship Hall.  

 

In addition to casual conversation, our July 2 "Discussion Topic" will be: “What 

makes a place feel like home?"  Our August meeting will be on August 6th.  

All conversation is held in confidence. 

 

All are welcome – no signups necessary. Questions? Speak to Barbara Myers, 

Melody Levy, or Lisa Horton 

 

 

 

 

UUCD Men in Conversation meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall Lower Level. Our July meeting is on Wednesday, July 8th. Our August meeting is Wednesday, August 

13th. For more information contact Jeff Asher, Peter Simon or Randy Bomer.  

 

 

 

The Evening Women’s Group will meet on the THIRD TUESDAY of the month 

from 6:30-8:00 pm in the Lower Level of the Fellowship Hall! ALL folks who 

identify as female are welcome to attend.  

Our July meeting is on Tuesday, July 21st. Our August meeting is on Tuesday, 

August 18th.  

Questions?  Contact Darlene Anderson-Alexander or Joanne Davidson. 
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From the Social Action Council                                                           

                                                              

Dorothy Day Hospitality House                                                                                                  by Lynn Taborsak                                         

 

On the first Saturday of each month, our congregation provides a hot meal and sandwich bags for local Danbury 

residents at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. It is a commitment we have kept for more than 

40 years. Here is some basic information for both new and returning volunteers. The Soup Kitchen is located at 

11 Spring Street in Danbury. The phone number is 203-743-7988. On our designated day, volunteers arrive at 

1:30 pm to help prepare a hot meal and sandwich bags to distribute at the door. We open at 3:00 and serve 70 to 

140 hot meals and sandwich bags that people take home to enjoy that evening. In addition, one or two volunteers 

supervise 20 to 30 guests who enjoy their meal in the former shelter behind the kitchen. We all stay to clean up 

when the kitchen closes at 4:30 pm.   

 

The rules at Dorothy Day are very simple. All people are welcome, if sober and polite. With no paid staff, the 

soup kitchen opens each day to serve people in need a hot meal. Your main responsibility is to help your team 

leader prepare a hot cooked meal and serve it to the guests who come that day, and, finally, clean up afterwards.  

It is hard work, but very rewarding. 

 

This is an important commitment for our congregation. The guests at Dorothy Day depend on us for this meal 

every month. Parking is limited to a small paved lot on the opposite side of the street. If we all have compact 

cars, we can fit six quite well. However, volunteers are welcome to park their vehicles at St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church at 44 Spring Street and walk down to the kitchen if they prefer.  

 

For other ways that our congregation can support Dorothy Day Hospitality House, click here. 

· Sign up for a Soup Kitchen Team on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 

· Bring your food donations to the UUCD every Sunday   

· Sign up to take our food donations to the kitchen twice a month in the foyer 

· Donate a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket 

· Sign up to make sandwiches, cookies or brownies at ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com 

· Deliver bread and baked goods from Stop & Shop to the kitchen on Thursday morning  

· Organize a toiletry drive for soap, razors, shampoo, conditioner, lotion and combs 

 

 

We can all be an important part of the fight to end hunger in our community! 
 

 

 
 

Fellowship Hall, we will hold a 

potluck Passover Seder to which 

all are welcome. The telling of the 

Passover story in narrative and music 

will be shared in an interactive way, 

with the reading of the Haggadah 

(literally, "the telling") being shared 

among participants taking a turn to read 

the story. Nancy Hershatter will lead 

the music piece of the Seder. Others on 

the team are Lou Ann Heller and Judy 

Lacker. Anyone who wants to help is 

welcome to speak with one of us. 

Children are especially welcome. A 

signup sheet for the potluck meal will 

be on the bulletin board in the lobby 

beginning March 15.  
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More) 
by Douglas H. Parkhurst 

 
Continued from June 2026... 
 

In late January of 1965, Pilgrim Lodge of Odd Fellows began renovating the interior of a storage building on their 

premises at 21 King Lane in Ridgefield. This space, about 1,100 square feet, once housed a dog kennel; a previous 

owner raised Bedlington terriers there. Plans were drawn for a new meeting room and kitchen. Other community 

groups used the Odd Fellows building and property and more space was needed to satisfy demand. One of these 

groups was the new Unitarian Fellowship of Ridgefield. The congregation had commenced holding Sunday morning 

services in Pilgrim Lodge's main hall in October 1964. The Unitarians planned to move into the newly created 

meeting space once construction was complete, projected to be later in 1965.  
 

The Ridgefield Unitarian Fellowship had but a two-year existence as an independent entity, from mid-1964 to mid-

1966. The year 1965 was the only full calendar year in the life of this congregation. It was a most active twelve 

months, with interesting and wide-ranging lay-led programs, a variety of guest speakers, and exceptional music. A 

church school program ran concurrent with Sunday services and a social concerns committee was organized.  
 

January 1965 began with guest speaker Philip Hilsenrad, a Ridgefield lawyer who had worked with the civil rights 

movement in Mississippi during the previous summer. The following week heavy snow caused the postponement of a 

presentation by Rev. Ray Blakely of Mahopac, New York, to a Sunday in late February. Rev. Blakely's topic was to 

be "The Scandal of Respectability." The next Sunday, Danbury State College [see note below] faculty member David 

Driscoll of Newtown considered "the interaction between philosophy and religion in the modern world." Services for 

January concluded with a film showing the activities of the United Nations police force in various world trouble 

spots. The film recognized International Cooperation Year being sponsored by the UN. 
 

This was the flavor of programs and services conducted during the coming months. In February, a group from First 

Unitarian Society of Rockland County, New York, visited and presented a service based on the plays of Sophocles. 

Violinist Joan Weibel and pianist Grace Bakamjian provided music. Also that month the social concerns committee 

began collecting books to give to needy children. This effort augmented a continuing children's clothes drive 

sponsored by the committee.  
 

Rev. William Horton, interim minister of the Danbury Universalist-Unitarian church [see note below], was a guest 

speaker in March and presented "Unitarianism: The Emotional Religion." Martha Salzman, oboist, performed Handel 

Concerto No. 1 in B Flat Major for this service. In April, Rev. Arnold Westwood, minister of the Unitarian Church of 

Westport, spoke on "James J. Reeb: A Tribute and a Challenge" [see note below]. Easter services that month were led 

by the children of the fellowship. In May, a group from the religious education program traveled to New York City, 

spending a Sunday visiting an Episcopal church in Harlem and engaging in a discussion session there. At a lay service 

in May, three members of the Ridgefield fellowship discussed their "varying points of view" and personal 

experiences within Unitarianism. 
 

Sunday services recessed for the summer months, but members of the social concerns committee carried on. At an 

evening meeting in July, a guest, Mrs. Frederick Adams, spoke about a summer program for youth in the Danbury 

area called "Operation Breakthrough." This was an educational and recreational program sponsored by the Danbury 

branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and based at the Danbury 

Universalist-Unitarian church. On August 14 the Ridgefield fellowship organized a picnic at Putnam Park in Redding 

for members of Operation Breakthrough. On Labor Day, the fellowship participated with Congregational, Episcopal, 

and Methodist congregations in a bake sale at Great Pond in Ridgefield. This effort helped defray the expenses of a 
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day camp for young people in Brooklyn, New York. Around this time, too, committee members initiated monthly 

visits to patients at Fairfield Hills Hospital in Newtown. And, with the coming of the school year, a volunteer tutoring 

program was established for junior and senior high school students in Ridgefield needing help with their studies. 
 

The Ridgefield Unitarians resumed Sunday services on September 12 in their newly constructed Odd Fellows 

meeting space. Rev. Mounir Sa'adah, a Unitarian Universalist minister then teaching at Choate School in Wallingford, 

was guest speaker. He would return in November to lead another service. On Sunday, September 26, dedication 

ceremonies were conducted at the new hall. For a time this refurbished space would be referred to as the "Unitarian 

Meeting House." An article announcing the dedication appeared in The Ridgefield Press [see note below]. It said in 

part: 
 

"The new meeting room in the rectangular building on the Odd Fellows property was designed by Architect George 

Shear, a Fellowship member. The wood paneled and fieldstone interior seats about 75 people. One wall of sliding 

glass doors supplies light and opens onto a paved terrace."  
 

Program committee member Robert Hoffman led this service of dedication, assisted by children from the church 

school. Mrs. Raymond Rogers, pianist from Brewster, New York, played the Prelude and Fugue in E Flat Major of 

Bach; the Sonata No. 2, first movement, Hindemith; and the Allegretto in E Minor, Beethoven. It was announced that 

works of area artists would be displayed on a monthly basis. First to be shown were paintings by Joseph Salzman of 

Ridgefield. 
 

United Nations Ambassador Adlai Stevenson, who died in July 1965, was remembered at the first service in October. 

Stevenson, a prominent Unitarian, was a former governor of Illinois and 1950s Democratic presidential candidate. 

Later in the month guest speaker Herman Baptiste, a Unitarian and director at large for the National Council of 

Teachers of English, presented a talk on "The Right to Read and the Teacher of English." A Mason and Hamlin grand 

piano was installed in the new meeting room and a series of musicales to benefit the piano fund was planned for 

Sunday evenings beginning in October. Among musicians taking part over the next few months were Marguerite 

Fischer, violin; Martha Salzman, oboe; Grace Bakamjian, piano; Edmond Finaldi, violin; Joseph Childs, violincello; 

David Volckhausen, piano; Alex Ogle, flute; and Anne MacLean, soprano. Mostly classical selections were 

performed [see note below]. 
 

Writer and teacher David Driscoll, who spoke to the congregation earlier in the year, returned in the fall with a series 

of presentations on the world's great philosophers. These included French mathematician Blaise Pascal; Danish 

theologian and social critic Soren Kierkegaard; and Russian author Feodor Dostoevski. On November 7, Rev. Lynn 

Partridge, former minister of the Unitarian Society of Rockland County, presented a "worship service of words 

spoken against the background of high quality jazz." Other guest speakers in November and December included 

Rabbi Michael Gelber of Brooklyn Heights, New York; Rev. Norman Naylor, a Unitarian minister working in New 

York City; and Dr. Thayer Wade, superintendent of Ridgefield schools. The year 1965 closed with a family 

Christmas candlelight service on Sunday afternoon, December 19, at 4:30 pm. Highlights of the celebration were 

music by oboe and piano, decorating a mitten tree, and refreshments. 
 

[Note - Danbury State College is now Western Connecticut State University.] 

[Note - First Universalist Church of Danbury added "Unitarian" to its name in 1960, in anticipation of the two 

denominations joining together during the following year.] 

[Note - Rev. James Reeb was a white Unitarian Universalist minister murdered in Selma, Alabama, at the time of 

voting rights protests there in March of 1965.] 

[Note - "Unitarians Dedicating New Meeting House" The Ridgefield Press, September 23, 1965.] 

[Note - Some of the performers were fellowship members and others were not.] 

To be continued... 
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Our Mission Statement: 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people, 

ideas and beliefs.  We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need.  With 

others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth.  We stand as a beacon for independent thought, 

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration.                      -    Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008       

 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+ 

people. We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration status, sexual orientation, religious 

background, or political affiliation – factors that can separate people in our larger culture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the September Comment – 

Friday, August 21st.                           
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