CALENDAR CONNECTIONS SEPT. 2026

Interfaith

®Rosh Hashanah - Jewish New Year - Friday, Sept. 11 -
Sept. 13,2026

eYom Kippur - Jewish Day of Atonement - Sept. 20-21,
2026

eMabon/Autumn Equinox - (Pagan/Wiccan) - September
22,2026

Unitarian Universalist

®Ingathering/Water Communion Ritual - UUCD Sept. 13
®The first meeting of the Transcendentalist Club - Sept. 19
(1836)

eUniversalism Day: John Murray preaches 1st sermon in
US (1770) - Sept. 30

National & Cultural

®Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15 - Oct. 15)

eSuicide Prevention Month, World Suicide Prevention Day
is Sept. 10

el abor Day - Sept. 7, 2026 (*first Monday)

®International Literacy Day - Sept. 08

09-11 Remembrance - Sept. 11

e®international Peace Day Sept. 21 (more here)

eWorld Gratitude Day - Sept. 21

®Bisexual Pride Day, CBD, Bisexual Pride, and Bi Visibility
Day - Sept. 23

®Bisexual Awareness Week - Week of September 23 (more
here)

For Fun and On the Fringe

eJohnny Appleseed Day - Sept. 26

®Talk Like a Pirate Day - Sept. 19

eHobbit Day - Sept. 22

Resources for reflection for September 2026 on the theme

BEGINNINGS

Sundays in SEPTEMBER

SEPT. 6 - “A Covenant of Solidarity” - Steve Kennedy
reflects on how to honor Labor Day in times of authoritarianism
and oligarchy by focusing on the origins of the day and the
power and courage found in relationships of solidarity and
common cause.

SEPT. 13 — “Somos el Barco / We are the Boat” Revs. Tony
Lorenzen and Sierra-Marie Gerfao lead a multigenerational
celebration of the annual Water Ceremony, reminding us we
are all in this together and work of justice is for all ages.

SEPT. 20 - “Beginning” — Suze Shaner reflects on
beginning.

SEPT. 27 - “Who’s Driving” — Rev. Tony Lorenzen reflects
on how we start over many times in life, but we never start
completely from scratch.


https://www.chabadrochestermn.com/library/article_cdo/aid/4644/jewish/Rosh-Hashanah-2026.htm
http://www.chabad.org/holidays/JewishNewYear/template_cdo/aid/177886/jewish/What-Is-Yom-Kippur.htm
https://theseasonalsoul.com/spiritual-meaning-of-mabon/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/monkeymind/2007/09/the-transcendentalist-club.html
http://www.uuworld.org/articles/john-murray-conversion
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/john-murray-conversion
https://storycorps.org/hispanic-heritage-month/
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/labor-day/videos/history-of-labor-day?m=528e394da93ae&s=undefined&f=1&free=false
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzVh16sVlHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuOOJsoZnt0
https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/international-day-of-peace-2019/
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/five_myths_about_gratitude
https://www.thetaskforce.org/15th-annual-bi-pride-day-to-be-celebrated-worldwide/
https://www.out.com/news-opinion/2016/9/20/b-lgbt-why-bisexual-awareness-week-matters
https://www.pride.com/bisexual/2018/9/24/22-things-you-should-read-bisexual-awareness-week
http://metro.co.uk/2017/03/11/johnny-appleseed-day-2017-why-does-johnny-have-a-pot-on-his-head-6500777/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTetAXKqBow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6Anmu2Jrys

DAILY PRACTICE

Chalice Lighting: “Hello, sun in my face. Hello, you who make
the morning...best preacher that ever was... Watch, now, how
| start the day in happiness, in kindness.” — Mary Oliver

Reflection: “By the grace of the Divine Power, which is larger
hearted than we can ever imagine we are constantly given the
opportunity to begin again...” — Rev. Marta I. Valentin

Chalice Extinguishing: Go with faith, not the kind that is
called to move mountains, but the quieter sort that calls us to
take the first step even when the whole staircase sits beyond
our view.” — Rev. Scott Taylor

BOOKS

The Beginning Comes After the End by Rebecca Solnit
On Repentance and Repair: Making Amends in an
Unapologetic World by Rabbi Danya Ruttenberg
Beginners: The Joy and Transformative Power of Lifelong
Learning by Tom Vanderbilt

What is the What by Dave Eggers

MOVIES

“There Will Be Blood” Loosely based on Upton Sinclair’s Qil!
- a haunting critique of capitalism and the men that benefit
most from it.

“Beginners” explores the hilarity, confusion, and surprises
of love through the evolving consciousness of Oliver who
comes out of the closet at age 75.

FOR PONDERING

What are some of the lessons you've learned from one
of your joyful beginnings and one of your most painful
beginnings?

Reflect on an ending in your life that turned out to be a
beautiful beginning.

What "really good thing" in your life began with a small,
uncertain step and where did it lead?

For you, what are the pros and cons of figuring
everything out ahead of time before you begin
something and figuring things out as you go along?

QUOTES
“One can waste years systematically postponing

precisely the things one cares about the most.”

- Oliver Burkeman

“Our fears around starting something new are
genuine... | also know that if there is one thing
more daunting than writing a song, it’s not writing
one... A job left undone is its own torment, a dream
unrealized, its own kind of hell.” - Nick Cave

“Itis never too late to be what you might have
been.” - Adelaide Anne Procter

“There will come a time when you believe
everything is finished. That will be the beginning.”
- Louis LAmour


https://www.instagram.com/reels/Dac8udchNWS/
https://amyjuliabecker.com/danya-ruttenberg-repentance-repair-maimonides/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/12/books/review/tom-vanderbilt-beginners.html
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