
 

                                                                                                                                                    SEPTEMBER 2026 

FROM OUR MINISTER 

 

“Beginner’s Mind” 

Dear friends,  

 

This past summer I went back to school for the first time in more than 30 years, 

attending the Middlebury College Language School to study Spanish. I had regular 

daily classes for four hours, lots of homework and study, individual and group 

projects, and a learning environment awash in technology, tools, and resources 

much different than when I was in graduate school, not to mention it was entirely in 

Spanish. For the first time in a very long time, I was a total beginner. I had to set 

aside much I have learned over the years and unlearn some things I have learned. I 

needed to approach Middlebury College’s Spanish School with what Zen 

Buddhism terms shoshin or “beginner’s mind.” 

 

Beginner's mind is a core concept in Zen Buddhism popularized in the West by Shunryu Suzuki in his 1970 book  

Zen Mind, Beginner’s Mind. Suzuki reminds us that "in the beginner's mind there are many possibilities, but in 

the expert's mind there are few." 

 

When we become experts or grow accustomed to daily routines, our brains rely on mental shortcuts. We judge 

situations before they unfold, filter reality through past biases, and lose the ability to see things as they truly are. 

An "expert's mind" can lead to rigidity, creative stagnation, and missed insights because it assumes it already 

knows everything.  

 

By contrast, beginner's mind is an attitude of openness. It is the curiosity of a child asking "why?" without 

needing to defend a viewpoint. Practicing shoshin is not about devaluing knowledge and experience but holding 

that expertise loosely so we not only see things with fresh eyes but are more welcoming of input and insight 

from others who may not be as “expert” as we are.  

 

Approaching life with a beginner's mind can transform how we see ourselves, others, and the world around us.  

By stepping back from the need to be the expert, we open ourselves up to continuous growth, richer connections, 

and boundless discovery. I invite you to bring a beginner’s mind to your Unitarian Universalism this fall and to 

our shared ministry at the UU Congregation of Danbury. 

 

In faith, 

Rev. Tony 

 

 

 

 

 



Comment                             _____                                                                                                  September 2026 

2 

 

 

 

DAILY PRACTICE 

 

Chalice Lighting:  

“Hello, sun in my face. Hello, you who make the morning…best preacher that ever was… Watch, now, how I 

start the day in happiness, in kindness.” – Mary Oliver 

 

Reflection:  

“By the grace of the Divine Power, which is larger hearted than we can ever imagine we are constantly given the 

opportunity to begin again…” – Rev. Marta I. Valentin 

 

Chalice Extinguishing:  

Go with faith, not the kind that is called to move mountains, but the quieter sort that calls us to take the first step 

even when the whole staircase sits beyond our view.” – Rev. Scott Taylor 
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Sunday, September 6th                                             A Covenant of Solidarity                                                Steve Kennedy 

How do we honor Labor Day in times of oligarchy and authoritarianism? Behind the familiar three-day weekend 

is a history of communities organizing for dignity, security, and a voice in their working lives, often in the face 

of violence and repression from employers and governments. By formalizing and mythologizing the networks of 

mutual care and aid that sustained workers through immense struggle, what have we gained, and what have we 

lost? This service will explore the power of solidarity, and what labor history can teach us about confronting 

authoritarianism, institutional violence, and inequality today. At a time when so many forces seek to isolate us 

from one another, we will consider how communities can build the relationships, courage, and collective power 

that we need to stand together. 
 

 

Sunday, September 13th                                                                                                  Revs. Tony Lorenzen and Sierra-Marie Gerfao 

Somos el Barco / We are the Boat 

Revs. Tony and Sierra-Marie lead a multigenerational celebration of the annual Water Ceremony, reminding us 

we are all in this together and work of justice is for all ages.  
 

 

Sunday, September 20th                                                        Beginning                                             Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax 

Rev. Suze reflects on beginning. 
 

 

Sunday, September 27th                                                    Who’s Driving                                                Rev. Tony Lorenzen 

Rev. Tony reflects on how we start over many times in life, but we never start completely from scratch. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Caring Circle is Available 

Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle. 
 

Jean Kannan is the contact person for September and October. 

If you have a need, please contact Jean. 

 

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day. 
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From Our Director of Family Ministries, Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao 
 

 

Dear Congregation, 

 

I want to thank you again for my sabbatical. It didn’t start exactly as I had planned, as 

a pregnant stray cat wandered into my home and gave birth to seven kittens, six of 

whom lived. Mama cat soon became ill, and I spent the early months of my sabbatical 

helping her with the round-the-clock care her kittens required. But I was able to find 

all of them – including mama cat – adoptive homes by the time the kittens had 

weaned, and then I was able to move on with my sabbatical plans. Meanwhile, I was 

honored to have been able to save mama cat and her babies.  

 

The biggest thing I did on my sabbatical was begin my work as the new, very part-time, Executive Director of 

the Connecticut UU Justice Ministry. This is a coalition of all the UU congregations in Connecticut, giving us a 

vehicle to help us work for justice together on a statewide level.  

 

I have now visited eight of our seventeen congregations in Connecticut in this capacity, and I am very eager to 

share with you about this coalition in the coming months. For now, please do register to attend our first annual 

conference, a Solidarity Summit on Saturday, October 17th in Hamden, CT. Since the Unitarian Universalist 

Association moved from a district-based structure to a regional structure, UU congregations in local areas so 

rarely have had opportunities to gather with one another like this. It will be a precious time!   

 

In addition to starting my new role with the Connecticut UU Justice Ministry, I worked hard to improve my 

Spanish in immersion programs in both Costa Rica and Panama. I did not get to fluency level, but I did improve 

my skills greatly, and I fully intend to continue to work on my Spanish, getting even better little by little over 

time.  

 

My improved Spanish skills will help tremendously with the time you allow me to minister to families in the 

greater Danbury community, particularly through Danbury Unites for Immigrants. I brag all the time to other 

congregations about how you have approached our ministry together as one not just for the parish, but for this 

greater Danbury community, giving so generously of my time for that ministry. This congregation’s connection 

with Danbury Unites for Immigrants is such a model!  

 

There were things I did not do, of course. Time was limited, and the cats threw off my plans, so I did not finish 

my writing projects. But I did take care of some medical needs, attended to my physical therapy so I could start 

jogging again (something I used to enjoy but hadn’t been able to do since a serious car accident a number of 

years ago), took some salsa classes (though I still can’t salsa), and connected with my wife as we figured out 

how to move together in a new phase of our lives in which we are not as actively focused on parenting.  

 

And as I promised I would, I spent time during my sabbatical reflecting on my work and gathering myself for 

continued ministry for families in a democratically unstable era. This was a deeply meaningful pause, and it was 

only possible because of your generosity.  
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I hope this pause was fruitful on your end as well, that you learned things from my absence and that you 

reoriented yourselves toward a greater sense of connectedness with the family ministries of this congregation. I 

look forward to hearing about what you observed, reflected on, and learned during my time away. And as I said 

when I left, it is an honor and a privilege to minister with and to you. I treasure you so much, and am so glad to 

now return to be with you in what is next.  

 

One way you can help as we transition back into our work together is to volunteer! We need some more 

volunteers for our programs to run this year. Please let me know if you are able to explore with me whether this 

might be a good fit for you.  

 

Warmly in Faith and Love, 

Sierra-Marie 

 

 

********* 

 

Volunteers Needed 
Our family ministry volunteers worked extra hard last spring to make Rev. Sierra-Marie’s sabbatical possible, 

and if you haven’t volunteered with our family ministries, now is the time when you are needed so that we take 

turns and don’t burn people out on this good, fun, and meaningful form of ministry. Do you think you might be 

able to help? Contact Rev. Sierra-Marie at dfm@uudanbury.org and she will help you discern what role could 

work best for you.  

 

 

Help Put Up Flyers for Fall Family Fun Fair 
Please print or take some pre-printed copies of our Fall Family Fun Fair flyers from the foyer and bring them to 

your favorite local library, coffee shop, gym, grocery store, etc. so we can spread the word to the community!  

 

 

Parents/Caregivers Group 
We have a group for parents and caregivers of LGBTQIA+ individuals of any age. The group meets monthly, 

typically on a Sunday after services. We support one another and celebrate our kids. If you know a parent or 

caregiver in the larger community who might benefit from our group, please share Rev. Sierra-Marie’s contact 

information and let her know to expect to hear from this person.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
https://canva.link/kob9fzmpehllflf
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Fall Family Fun Fair September 13th 

 

Please join us on the lawn after our multigenerational ingathering service on September 13th for our annual Fall 

Family Fun Fair. We will have a bounce house, games, and other activities for the kids. There will also be 

information for adults about this year’s programs for kids, teens, and families. If it rains, we will set up some 

activities in the Fellowship Hall. Potluck foods for our ingathering potluck, which is simultaneous, will be 

available in the upstairs of the fellowship hall.  

 

 

Register Your Kids and Teens 
 

If you have not yet done so, please go here and register your kids and teens for our 2026-2027 programs.  

 

 

Upcoming in Children and Youth Ministries 
 

Our nursery is open every Sunday from 9:50-11:10AM for young children who prefer not to stay in the service 

with their adults. For children in preK-12th grade, we offer Sunday programs.  

 Sunday, September 6th - Labor Day Weekend - No Programs  

 Sunday, September 13th: Multigenerational ingathering service, family fun fair, and homecoming 

picnic!  

 Sunday, September 20th: First program day; Makers (PreK-3rd Grade) will have an adult-child 

orientation so parents and guardians please plan to join us 

 Sunday, September 27th (This is Rev. Sierra-Marie’s Sunday away in September): Regular program 

day  

Note: Our Middle School Youth Group (6th-8th grade) will meet once monthly after multigenerational services, 

starting in October.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/YMMWroZRgv3f7Yxg6
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From the Board of Trustees 
by Jean Kannan, Trustee 

 

Summer is a time when a lot of folks kick back and relax, go on vacation or take the time to pursue other 

interests that there is no time for during the year. While Board members have been enjoying their summer, the 

Board remains active. 

 

We kicked off the summer with our annual retreat at Lou Ann Heller's clubhouse. Well, it isn't actually her 

clubhouse, it belongs to her complex. It was warm and welcoming, as you would expect from Lou Ann. There 

were big overstuffed sofas and chairs, and even a fireplace, which we didn't need to use. Rev. Tony brought in 

pastries and we settled into business. It was an inspirational day; one where I came away with a deeper 

understanding of myself and my fellow Board Members. Afterwards, Margaret Henderson braved the cold water 

in Lou Ann's pool. 

 

We continued with our monthly Monday night meetings, with a particular focus on the Music Director Position 

and the task force addressing new ways to meet our financial needs. For those of you who do not know, at the 

Annual Meeting in June it was asked for and voted on to assemble a task force to come up with new, creative 

ways to fund raise. UUCD runs on donations and fundraising. 

 

The Board would like to thank everyone who worked tirelessly this summer to keep our Sunday Services going.  

UUCD could not have continued the services during the summer without all of you. They are on the website, so 

check them out if you missed any Sundays. The services were amazing.  THANK YOU!! 

 

As summer is winding down, we welcomed Rev. Sierra-Marie back from Sabbatical and Rev. Tony back from 

his Spanish immersion program. I'm sure you will hear from them about their work and adventures. 

 

As many of you have been away for the summer, we look forward to welcoming you back on Sunday mornings.  

Of particular note is our Ingathering/Water Communion Service on September 13, which is a multi-generational 

service. But you don't have to wait until then to return! Please be sure to check the Events Calendar and the 

Thursday morning This Week emails to see all the amazing events coming up. 

 

I've been attending UUCD for nearly 2 years. If we haven't met, come introduce yourself to me after a service.  

I'd love to get to know you.   

 

Welcome back and welcome to September! 
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Come join the UUCD Women’s Afternoon Gathering on the first Thursday of the 

month), 1:30-3:00 PM, in the lower level of Fellowship Hall.  

 

Our September meeting will be on Thursday, September 3rd. In addition to casual 

conversation, our September "Discussion Topic" will be: “Has the way you make 

decisions changed over the years? If so, how?" All conversation is held in confidence. 

All are welcome – no signups necessary.  

                                         Questions? Speak to Barbara Myers, Melody Levy, or Lisa Horton 

 

 

Please join us in the UUCD’s Men in Conversation meeting on Wednesday, September 9 (the second 

Wednesday of the month) from 10 to 11:30 AM, in the UPPER-level of Fellowship Hall. For September, 

pick your randomized topic by literally a roll of the dice! Thirty-six possible topics (and so little time). All who 

identify as male are welcome. Healthy snacks will be available. For more information, please contact Jeff 

Asher, Randy Bomer, and Pete Simon. 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join the Membership Team for a 

Homecoming Potluck Picnic 
Immediately following the September 13 service. 

 

Bring a dish to share with the congregation and guests  

that might join us for the Family Ministry Fair. Each  

dish should come with a list of ingredients so that those  

with food allergies and restrictions can safely enjoy the day. Those with last 

names beginning with A - H should bring a dessert or fruit, I - O sandwiches 

or a main dish, and P - Z a side dish or salad. Beverages will be provided.  

 

Please RSVP to the Sign-Up Genius invitation you received to volunteer for 

set-up/clean-up and to list your contribution to the table by September 10th.  

 

Questions? Contact Lisa Horton. 
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The Evening Women’s Group will meet on the THIRD TUESDAY of the month 

from 6:30-8:00 pm in the Lower Level of the Fellowship Hall! ALL folks who 

identify as female are welcome to attend.  

Our September meeting is on Tuesday, September 15th.   

Questions?  Contact Darlene Anderson-Alexander or Joanne Davidson. 

 

 

 

 

The Resistance Will Be Beautiful: 

October 17th Solidarity Summit 

 

Sign up here (www.sidewithlove.org/solidarity-summits) 

and join Unitarian Universalists of all ages and our 

justice-seeking friends from across the state to reimagine 

democracy, meet with partner organizations doing great 

work around the state, and build relationships and skills 

for shared practices of justice, democracy, and collective 

liberation. Now is the time to organize, together!  

 

We will meet on October 17th 8:00AM-4:30PM at the 

Unitarian Society of New Haven in Hamden, CT. This 

intergenerational event is hosted by the CT UU Justice 

Ministry, with simultaneous programs for kids and 

youth. Bring your whole family, children and 

grandchildren included! Bring friends! Whether you're a 

longtime organizer or just beginning to explore how 

your values can make a difference in the world, you'll 

find practical tools, meaningful connections, and 

renewed hope.  

 

 

 

 

https://secure.everyaction.com/RI0iAI57cEyXnAe5FO3TGA2
http://www.sidewithlove.org/solidarity-summits
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From the Social Action Council                                                           

                                                              

Dorothy Day Hospitality House                                                                                                  by Lynn Taborsak                                         

 

On the first Saturday of each month, our congregation provides a hot meal and sandwich bags for local Danbury 

residents at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. It is a commitment we have kept for more than 

40 years. Here is some basic information for both new and returning volunteers. The Soup Kitchen is located at 

11 Spring Street in Danbury. The phone number is 203-743-7988. On our designated day, volunteers arrive at 

1:30 pm to help prepare a hot meal and sandwich bags to distribute at the door. We open at 3:00 and serve 70 to 

140 hot meals and sandwich bags that people take home to enjoy that evening. In addition, one or two volunteers 

supervise 20 to 30 guests who enjoy their meal in the former shelter behind the kitchen. We all stay to clean up 

when the kitchen closes at 4:30 pm.   

 

The rules at Dorothy Day are very simple. All people are welcome, if sober and polite. With no paid staff, the 

soup kitchen opens each day to serve people in need a hot meal. Your main responsibility is to help your team 

leader prepare a hot cooked meal and serve it to the guests who come that day, and, finally, clean up afterwards.  

It is hard work, but very rewarding. 

 

This is an important commitment for our congregation. The guests at Dorothy Day depend on us for this meal 

every month. Parking is limited to a small paved lot on the opposite side of the street. If we all have compact 

cars, we can fit six quite well. However, volunteers are welcome to park their vehicles at St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church at 44 Spring Street and walk down to the kitchen if they prefer.  

 

For other ways that our congregation can support Dorothy Day Hospitality House, click here. 

· Sign up for a Soup Kitchen Team on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 

· Bring your food donations to the UUCD every Sunday   

· Sign up to take our food donations to the kitchen twice a month in the foyer 

· Donate a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket 

· Sign up to make sandwiches, cookies or brownies at ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com 

· Deliver bread and baked goods from Stop & Shop to the kitchen on Thursday morning  

· Organize a toiletry drive for soap, razors, shampoo, conditioner, lotion and combs 

 

 

We can all be an important part of the fight to end hunger in our community! 
 

 

 
 

Fellowship Hall, we will hold a 

potluck Passover Seder to which 

all are welcome. The telling of the 

Passover story in narrative and music 

will be shared in an interactive way, 

with the reading of the Haggadah 

(literally, "the telling") being shared 

among participants taking a turn to read 

the story. Nancy Hershatter will lead 

the music piece of the Seder. Others on 

the team are Lou Ann Heller and Judy 

Lacker. Anyone who wants to help is 

welcome to speak with one of us. 

Children are especially welcome. A 

signup sheet for the potluck meal will 

be on the bulletin board in the lobby 

beginning March 15.  
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From the Buildings and Grounds Team                                               by Keith Henderson 

 

What's new: 

 A home-schooling group has rented most of our spaces on Mondays and Wednesdays, starting mid-

September during school hours 

 In the Fellowship Hall kitchen, we have added an AED to our First Aid supplies (in case of heart failure) 

and also NARCAN (in case of opioid overdose) 

 

What's coming: 

 The Fellowship Hall TV will be moved to the location where we currently project slides 

 A handrail will be added at the steps to the stage 

 A ramp to the stage will be added (behind the piano) 

 We expect to get an electrically adjustable podium (for people of all heights) 

 

What's needed: 

 Someone to be on call in case of fire or flood (about once a month when Keith goes out of town) 

 More people signed up to run slides or Zoom 

 Someone who would like to learn how to run the sound system for Music at the Ridge 

 

If you would like more information, or if you would like to volunteer your services, please see Keith Henderson.  

 

********* 

 

Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More) 
by Douglas H. Parkhurst 

 

Continued from July-August 2026... 
 

The Unitarian Fellowship of Ridgefield made significant progress during its first eighteen months, from mid-

1964 to the beginning of 1966. Sunday services were offered weekly as was religious education for youngsters. 

Childcare was available. The congregation found a home in a refurbished and attractive rental space at a 

convenient location at 21 King Lane in downtown Ridgefield. The group's active social concerns committee was 

in service to both local and area communities. 
 

William Webb, president of the Ridgefield NAACP and a lay minister, spoke at the fellowship's service on 

January 9, 1966. The following week Dr. Morton Bard, professor of psychology at The City College of New 

York, was guest speaker. Both addressed racial discrimination. Later in the month Fred Campbell, a U.S. Navy 

veteran and student minister at the Westport Unitarian Church, gave a talk on "the evolvement of many people 

into Unitarian Universalism [and] a system of affirmative meaning around which we may build our lives."  

In early February Rev. Ralph Bailey, recently called as parish minister to the Danbury Universalist-Unitarian 

Church, spoke to the Ridgefield fellowship on the topic "A Unitarian Looks at Lincoln's Religion." Later in the 

month Connecticut state representative William Ratchford, a member of the Danbury church, presented "Liberal 

Religion - A 20th Century Way of Life" [see note below]. On February 25, the Ridgefield Unitarians took part 

with local Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Congregational, Baptist, Christian Science, and Methodist congregations 
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in a World Day of Prayer service. Rev. Bailey returned in March; his sermon "Pilgrimage to Reality," told of the 

journey of a man from the Protestant ministry to the Unitarian ministry. 
 

Sunday evening concerts to benefit the congregation's piano fund continued into the new year. In January a trio 

of musicians playing French horn, piano, and violin offered selections from Saint-Saens, Beethoven, and 

Brahms. A woodwind quintet in February featured Martha Salzman and four members of the United States 

Military Academy Band performing music from the classics to the present-day. In March mezzo-soprano Zelda 

Manacher offered works by Schubert, Mendelssohn, Brahms, and Benjamin Britten. All performances took place 

at the Unitarian Meeting House on King Lane. Later in March a Saturday evening of folk dance instruction, led 

by member Evelyn Bernstein, was planned for teenagers and adults. Admission would be fifty cents for teens 

and one dollar for adults, with free refreshments available.  
 

The work of the social concerns committee continued as an effective way for the Ridgefield fellowship to reach 

out to the larger community. Members continued periodic visits to Canaan House patients at Fairfield Hills 

Hospital in Newtown, providing musical entertainment and refreshments. The Ridgefield District Nursing 

Association reported that the Unitarians "outfitted a large family with clothing from head to toe," as part of the 

DNA's charitable efforts at Christmastime. The tutoring program for 7th to 12th graders in the Ridgefield 

schools, initiated by the fellowship the previous fall and chaired by Jon Aron, had grown to 24 adult volunteers, 

from both in and outside of the congregation.  
 

Sunday morning programs were wide-ranging as winter turned to spring. Readings of and commentary on the 

poetry of William Butler Yeats; "Photography and the Perceptive Eye;" "The Way of Zen;" "The Religious in 

Religious Education;" and a two-part presentation on "The Idea of God in Western Civilization" were among 

these. Guest speakers included Rev. Brooks Walker from the Unitarian Fellowship in Mt. Kisco, New York, and 

Rev. Albert Ciarcia of the Universalist Church of Greater Bridgeport. A family Easter service on April 10 was 

directed by Albert Halsband and Janice West, director of religious education. Readers were fifth and sixth 

graders and a quartet of the Bakamjian family provided music. On May 8 Rev. Dale Dewitt, for many years a 

regional executive for the denomination, spoke on "The Spitritual Values of Equality." Later in the month, Rev. 

Mounir Sa'adah visited again from Choate School in Wallingford. His talk "Ourselves, Vietnam, and the 

Religious Conscience" came at a time of increasing controversy and continuing escalation of the Vietnam war. 

At the June 5 service, Episcopal priest Rev. James Breeden of the National Council of Churches addressed the 

question of civil rights. 
 

Officers elected at the congregation's annual meeting in the spring of 1966 were: Albert Halsband, president; 

Robert Hufnagel, vice president and treasurer; and Cynthia Aron, secretary. Among committee chairs chosen 

were Janice West, director of religious education; Jon Aron, social concerns; Sam Ward, worship program; and 

June Volckhausen, membership. 
 

The fellowship's June 12 service was lay-led and titled "Truths Drawn From the Well of Being." It was described 

as an "examination of poetry, literature, painting and music to show how they discover, not create, truths that are 

'perpetually verified by the experience of mankind.'" The music of Mendelssohn, Mozart, and Bach was 

performed by oboist Martha Salzman, pianist Grace Bakamjian, and violinist Thomas Kornacher. Advertised as 

the last service until September, this turned out to be the Unitarian Fellowship of Ridgefield's final service as an 

independent entity. A meeting of the congregation that same day authorized the fellowship's board of trustees to 

pursue a plan of merger with First Universalist-Unitarian Church of Danbury. The possibility of coming together 

was already being discussed informally by the leadership of the two groups; the Danbury U-U church conducted 

a similar meeting on June 12, with similar results. Planning moved ahead quickly and decisively. At a joint 
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congregational meeting on August 13, 1966, these two organizations voted to merge and form the Unitarian 

Universalist Society of Northern Fairfield County (UUSNFC). The Society was renamed Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of Danbury in 2003. 
 

By-laws for the new society were adopted and officers elected for the coming church year 1966-67. Albert 

Halsband (Ridgefield fellowship) was chosen president; Fred Carpenter (Danbury church), vice president; 

Cynthia Aron (Ridgefield), secretary; and Bessie Jackson (Danbury), treasurer. Leaders of committees would be: 

Sam Ward (Ridgefield), worship; Janice West (Ridgefield), religious education; Milton Aronds (Danbury), 

finance;  Grace Bakamjian (Ridgefield), music; Jon Ward (Ridgefield), social concerns; Ronald Campbell 

(Danbury), buildings and grounds; and June Volckhausen (Ridgefield), membership. Trustees were: Barbara 

Held (Danbury); Robert Norton (Danbury); Robert Hufnagel (Danbury and later Ridgefield); and Donald Stone 

(Danbury) [see note below]. 
 

The question of where to establish a home for the UUSNFC was addressed. The Ridgefield Unitarians had been 

meeting in downtown space owned by the local Odd Fellows lodge, and while modern and attractive, it was 

perhaps too small for the newly combined group, let alone any growth in membership. The Danbury U-Us 

owned their church at 347 Main Street. Constructed in 1892-93, it was on a city lot with limited off-street 

parking and some said the building needed major work, particularly the roof. However, the heating system was 

only about 15 years old and much interior refurbishing, including electrical upgrades, had been undertaken in 

recent years. The church school, constructed in the basement less than ten years before, had class and meeting 

rooms and a chapel, ready to house a dynamic new religious education program. Some maintained the Danbury 

building was too "traditional" and out of sync with the usages of modern liberal religion. Others revered the long 

liberal religious heritage of and in the building. There were members of the Danbury church who came from 

multi-generation families that had contributed to and worshiped there for decades. It was pointed out that a new 

"neutral" church location might satisfy the majority of society members and best serve people from Danbury, 

Ridgefield, and other area communities. 
 

It was determined to establish new quarters for the UUSNFC elsewhere in the area. The Danbury church 

parsonage at 37 Pleasant Street would be kept for use by the minister and his family. Rev. Ralph Bailey, settled 

for the past year in the Danbury church, stayed on [see note below]. There were Danbury church members, some 

of many years standing, for whom too many changes, and not to their liking, were being made. Sadly, these folks 

fell away leaving the group with less institutional memory and a diminished feeling for its past. Such was a hard 

price paid for change. 
 

On Sunday morning, September 11, 1966, the Unitarian Universalist Society of Northern Fairfield County, in 

business barely a month, conducted its first service in a rented building, the former Connecticut Inn, at 6 West 

Starrs Plain Road in Danbury, off route 7 north of the Ridgefield town line. Rev. Bailey's sermon "What Have 

We Here?" fit the occasion perfectly. It was a "discussion of the purposes and possibilities of the new 

organization." 
 

[Note - William Ratchford later served as speaker of the Connecticut House of Representatives and three terms 

in the U.S. House of Representatives from Connecticut's Fifth Congressional District.] 

[Note - Fred Carpenter, the new vice president, was president of the Danbury church at the time of the 

Ridgefield-Danbury merger. Treasurer Bessie (Pierce) Jackson was senior in membership of the new officers and 

probably of all the society members. She had joined the Danbury Universalist Church fifty-eight years earlier, 

when she was sixteen, on April 19, 1908.] 

[Note - Rev. Ralph Bailey ministered to the group for four more years, moving on in 1970.] 
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Our Mission Statement: 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people, 

ideas and beliefs.  We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need.  With 

others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth.  We stand as a beacon for independent thought, 

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration.                      -    Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008       

 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+ 

people. We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration status, sexual orientation, religious 

background, or political affiliation – factors that can separate people in our larger culture. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the October Comment – 

Friday, September 18th.                            
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