
 

                                                                                                                                                      OCTOBER 2026 

FROM OUR MINISTER 

 

“Practice Being Brave” 

Dear Beloveds, 

 

One aspect of courage that has always fascinated me is that if you’re not scared; it’s 

not brave. If doing something doesn’t give you any anxiety, or fill you with 

uncertainty, or just plain scares you, then it doesn’t require courage. You don’t 

need to be brave to do something that’s not a big deal – for you. Perhaps this is why 

courage was one of the character virtues of classical philosophy. It’s difficult to get 

through the day without needing to be a little brave at some point over something or 

other. Usually this isn’t a big deal, and that’s a good thing, because the only way to 

get braver is to practice acting bravely. The only way to be more courageous is to act courageously. Like all 

virtues, the more you practice courage, the easier it is to be courageous the next time. Therefore, think about 

challenging yourself to practice being more courageous this month. 

 

A way you might think about this is to reflect on your comfort zone and how to step out of it. Go outside your 

usual lines. Try something new. Do something you’ve been putting off for fear of a certain outcome. Perhaps an 

example of practicing courage from my own life will help you think of some things you can do this month to 

practice your ability to act courageously.  

 

Believe it or not, I was once terrified of public speaking. When I had to talk to the class in school growing up, I 

could barely get the words out. I couldn’t sleep the night before I had to give my first presentation in speech 

class in college. The first time I gave a truly public talk was as a student representative for Amnesty 

International. I gave a presentation on human rights activism to a full auditorium at Smith College. My voice 

cracked. I sputtered. I lost my place. If it had been a road race, I would have crawled across the finish line on my 

hands and knees. But I did it! Not long after I did it again, this time at Wellesley College. I sputtered less. I 

didn’t lose my place. I walked across the finish line.  Since then, I’ve stood at the front of classrooms teaching, 

I’ve given campaign speeches, spoken to large crowds at protests and rallies, I’ve participated in live 

storytelling, I’ve debated other candidates on live television, testified before legislative committees, and I’ve 

become a preacher who give speeches for living! If I hadn’t forced myself to give that talk to Smith College 

students, you probably wouldn’t be reading this.  

 

Practicing courage doesn’t require you to confront a major phobia or retraumatize yourself. There are dozens of 

opportunities each week to overcome fear and anxiety, take a chance, try something new, or get out of your 

comfort zone. Start small. Maybe by the end of the month, with practice, you’ll be ready to up the ante. You 

never know until you try.  

 

Shine on, 

Rev. Tony 
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DAILY PRACTICE 

 

Chalice Lighting: 

To face the world’s shadows, a chalice of light. To face the world’s coldness, a chalice of warmth. To face the 

world’s terrors, a chalice of courage. To face the world’s turmoil, a chalice of peace. May its glow fill our spirits, 

our hearts, and our lives. - Lindsay Bates 

 

Reading: 

The word ‘courage’ comes from the old French word cœur meaning ‘heart.’ So ‘courage’ is the measure of your 

heartfelt participation in the world… The human way is to hope that there’s a way to take that courageous step – 

without having one’s heart broken. And it’s my contention that there is no sincere path a human being can take 

without breaking his or her heart.”  - David Whyte 

 

Chalice Extinguishing: 

May we seek the courage to be open, and set aside the closed fist, the stinging retort, the barbed judgment of 

others.  May we seek within ourselves the strength to stand exposed and unguarded before the world, not 

because we cannot be any other way but because we have chosen this better way.  - Rev. Douglas Taylor 
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Sunday, October 4th                                              What Does the Truth Ask of Us?                                       Steve Kennedy 

Steve Kennedy reflects on how courage is often imagined as the willingness to act in the face of fear, but 

sometimes the first act of courage is simply to see clearly. To face the realities of our world, our relationships, 

and ourselves, even when doing so threatens the stories we tell about who we are, is one of the most difficult 

things we can do as humans in community.  
 

 

Sunday, October 11th                                  The Moral Cowardice of Not Taking Sides                    Rev. Tony Lorenzen 

Rev. Tony reflects on the recent backlash against musician Ed Sheeran, ICE, and the myth of moral neutrality.  
 

 

Sunday, October 18th                                          When Hope is an Act of Bravery                          Rev. Lindasusan Ulrich 

Rev. Lindasusan reminds us that living in a time when despair always sits waiting for us, we practice bravery 

every time we remember possibility and look towards hope — and particularly when we do so together. 

 

Rev. Lindasusan Ulrich (they/them) is a minister, writer, musician, and activist dedicated to radical inclusion, 

deep collaboration, and courageous kindness. Rev. Lindasusan has served congregations in Connecticut, 

Michigan, and Minnesota; is a certified spiritual director; and currently serves as a member of the Ministerial 

Fellowship Committee. They identify as a nonbinary, bisexual, neurodivergent person of color. 

 

 

Sunday, October 25th                     All Brave Souls                       Revs. Sierra-Marie Gerfao and Tony Lorenzen 

Revs. Sierra-Marie and Tony lead an all ages celebration for All Soul’s Day about how our Unitarian 

Universalism helps us be brave.  

 

 

 

Our Caring Circle is Available 

Our ‘Care Coordinator’ receives requests and answers questions for the Caring Circle. 
 

Jean Kannan is the contact person for October. 

If you have a need, please contact Jean. 

 

Please note that your call will be returned as quickly as possible but it may be at the end of the day. 
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From Our Director of Family Ministries, Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao 
 

 

 

How to Reach Rev. Sierra-Marie, Director of Family Ministries 
 

The Rev. Sierra-Marie Gerfao organizes our children, youth, and family ministries. 

She is available for office hours almost every Sunday after the coffee hour and 

absolutely loves it when you drop by! Come see her anytime after the coffee hour. No 

need for a big reason! Or make an appointment for a Sunday afternoon conversation.  

 

 

 

 

Other ways to reach Rev. Sierra-Marie: 

 

 Email: Rev. Sierra-Marie is happy to have even long or complicated conversations by email. Reach out 

to her by email anytime at dfm@uudanbury.org.  

 

 Phone: You can leave Rev. Sierra-Marie a message in her voicemail at church, 203-798-1994. If you are 

involved in programs, you also have her cell phone number. Phone calls or texts are welcome, but as she 

works part-time, this does not necessarily mean she will be able to respond right away.  

 

 Social Media: Rev. Sierra-Marie does not send “friend” or “follow” requests to congregants on social 

media, but will accept your friend or follow requests on the platforms she engages. However, she does 

not use social media for work. Please don't message her on social media about congregational matters. 

 

 

 

 

Are You a Parent or Caregiver of an LGBTQIA+ Young Person? 
 

Our group for parents, guardians, and other caregivers of LGBTQIA+ young people meets on the third Sunday 

of the month 11:30AM-12:30PM, with occasional exceptions. This group is for mutual support and celebration 

of our kids. Please RSVP to dfm@uudanbury.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
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Upcoming in Family Ministries 
 

The nursery is open for children ages 0-5 every Sunday during service. We also offer regular programming open 

to children in preschool through high school.  

 Sunday, October 4th: Regular Sunday morning and evening programs 

 Sunday, October 11th: Regular Sunday morning and evening programs 

 Sunday, October 18th: Regular Sunday morning and evening programs, plus the Caregivers/Parents of 

LGBTQIA+ People group 

 Sunday, October 24th-25th: Halloween overnight, regular Sunday morning programs, plus the annual 

Trunk or Treat.  

If you have not yet registered your family for children and youth programs, please do so here. This will allow 

you to receive more program details.  

 

 

Halloween Overnight 
 

Kids in the preK-8th grade have been planning a Halloween overnight to take place the night before our Trunk or 

Treat! If they can pull it off, it will be a weekend full of Halloween fun. Parents, please save the dates in your 

calendar: October 24th-25th.  

 

 

A Few Special Volunteers Needed 

 

 Do you believe strongly in the importance of creating communities in which all kids can belong?  

 Do you enjoy being around inquisitive people who work hard to make sense of their experiences in the 

 world and who think a lot about their own values and the values of other people?  

 Do you like to ask a lot of questions and consider a variety of perspectives as you form your own ideas?  

 Do you like to play, be silly, and have adventures with others?  

 Do you have a good sense of humor?  

 Are you calm, flexible, and able to capture learning opportunities in all kinds of situations?  

 

We have a few children and youth ministry programs that still need volunteers for the 2026-2027 program year. 

Please contact Sierra-Marie at dfm@uudanbury.org to consider together whether this is the right fit for you.  

 

 

https://forms.gle/nHE2QvvribcwqesG6
mailto:dfm@uudanbury.org
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From the Board of Trustees 
by Todd Zagorec, Trustee 

 

 

The Times They Are A-Changin’ 

 

As you might have noticed, summer is over. Nothing stays the same. That, of course, is both a blessing and a 

curse. Change is inevitable, unless you’re dealing with a vending machine. 

 

Quite a bit is changing at UUCD.   

 

Music is central to our experience as a congregation. The choir, Music Sunday, entertainment at the annual 

auction, and the variety of music that adds so much to every Sunday service are an essential part of what makes 

UUCD such a vibrant community. Finding a superb Music Specialist to fill the current vacancy in that position is 

perhaps the Board’s most important job this year. We have therefore created a search committee for a new half-

time Music Specialist. The committee members are Rev. Tony Lorenzen, Nancy Cullen, Cheryl Edelen, Barbara 

Myers, Diane Purvis, Katherine Bomer, and Jennifer McPartlin. The committee will interview applicants, and 

recommend to the Board a candidate for the position. The details of the position are available on our website.   

 

We are adding solar panels to the roof of the cottage. This is not only environmentally responsible, but also helps 

reduce operating expenses for the cottage. 

 

I’m sure you’ve noticed the playground construction activity. This project is the result of enthusiastic 

volunteering on the part of our children and families, and will make UUCD a more inviting and fun place for 

everyone. 

 

We are deepening our relationship with our Indigenous friends and neighbors with original mosaic artwork to be 

displayed in the Fellowship Hall. The artist is Eva Newell of the Pokanoket Tribe, and the unveiling is scheduled 

for November 1st. The mosaic will be complemented by a bronze land acknowledgment plaque to be mounted on 

the side of the Fellowship Hall just outside the main doors, as well as a placard in the lobby with a map of 

Indigenous lands in Connecticut and a QR code by which you will be able to access further information about 

the tribes on whose ancestral homelands we gather. 

 

Another project worth mentioning is the review and possible restatement of our bylaws. If you have looked at 

our bylaws recently, you will have noticed that they are a little out of date, like the photos on your old driver 

licenses. They don’t exactly resemble UUCD today. We welcome your input, for which there will be 

opportunities between now and the Annual Meeting next spring, when we hope to propose to you a new set of 

bylaws that better fits today’s UUCD.  

 

 

“I am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. I am changing the things I cannot accept.” 

- Angela Davis 
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UUCD MUSIC SPECIALIST HIRING COMMITTEE 

 

The UUCD Board has named a hiring committee for finding a Music Specialist.  The members of the committee 

are Rev. Tony Lorenzen, Nancy Cullen, Cheryl Edelen, Barbara Myers, Diane Purvis, Katherine Bomer, and 

Jennifer McPartlin. The Board has charged the Music Specialist Hiring Committee to advertise the position of a 

half-time Music Specialist widely, screen and conduct interviews of applicants, and recommend to the Board a 

candidate for the position. The details of the position are available on the UUCD website.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

PATHWAYS THROUGH MEMBERSHIP - For those wanting to become members and members who want a 

refresher on the basics of Unitarian Universalism and our congregation.  

 

Join us for a series of three classes covering the history and beliefs of Unitarian Universalism, what’s going on in 

the congregation and how to get involved, and the rights and responsibilities of voting membership.  All three 

classes are required in order to become a voting member. All classes are after services on Sundays from 11:45 

a.m. to 12:45 p.m. No registration is required, but if childcare would be helpful, contact the UUCD office at 

officemanager@uudanbury.org.     

 

 

 Oct. 4    Class B -  UUCD History,  Tour of Facility, Organizational Structure, Family Ministry, 

Committees and Teams, How to Get Involved Facilitators: Annie Senol, Keith Henderson, Todd Zagorec 

  Location: Lower Level Fellowship Hall  Time:  11:45 a.m.  - 12:45 p.m. 

 Oct. 25  Class A - UU History and Theology, UU Values Facilitator Rev. Tony Lorenzen, Location: 

Cottage Kitchen.  Time:  11:45 a.m.  - 12:45 p.m. 

 Nov. 22  Class C -  Congregational Governance and UUA Governance, Stewardship and Fundraising, 

Rights and Responsibilities of Membership. Facilitators: Lisa Horton and Peter Horton. Location - Lower 

Level Fellowship Hall.  Time:  11:45 a.m.  - 12:45 p.m. 

 Dec. 6 - New Member Ceremony in Sunday Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:officemanager@uudanbury.org
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Come join the UUCD Women’s Afternoon Gathering on October 1 (the first Thursday 

of the month), 1:30-3:00 PM, in the lower level of Fellowship Hall. In addition to 

casual conversation, our October "Discussion Topic" will be: “What holds a 

community together in times of challenge and change?" All conversation is held in 

confidence. 

All are welcome – no signups necessary. 

Questions? Speak to Barbara Myers, Melody Levy, or Lisa Horton 

 

 

 

Please join us in the UUCD’s Men in Conversation meeting on Wednesday, October 14th  (the second 

Wednesday of the month) from 10 to 11:30 AM, in the UPPER-level of Fellowship Hall. All who identify as 

male are welcome. Healthy snacks will be available. For more information, please contact Jeff Asher, Randy 

Bomer, and Pete Simon.                           
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The Evening Women’s Group will meet on the THIRD TUESDAY of the month 

from 6:30-8:00 pm in the Lower Level of the Fellowship Hall! ALL folks who identify 

as female are welcome to attend.  

 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, October 20th.   

Questions?  Contact Darlene Anderson-Alexander or Joanne Davidson. 
 

 

 
 

Saturday, October 17th  - Rev. Suze Shaner-Brodax and Dan Brodax are facilitating Movies with a 

Message, using Spiritual Cinema’s movie shorts each month from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. These nights consist of 1-3 

short movies that explore the big questions about life and living (i.e, Who are we? Why are we here? Where are 

we bound? and What can we become when we live at our highest level of potential?) with discussion afterwards. 

We will supply water and popcorn. Feel free to bring your takeout dinner. Donations to UUCD gratefully 

accepted. 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss the community screening of 

The Dads  

 
A feature-length documentary follows fathers of trans and nonbinary children forced to choose between country 

and family amid a shifting political landscape. 

Directed by award-winning filmmaker Luchina Fisher, 

who will be in a panel discussion following the film. 

Friday, October 23, 2026  /  7 - 9 pm 

At the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury 
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The Resistance Will Be Beautiful: 

October 17th Solidarity Summit 

 

Sign up here (www.sidewithlove.org/solidarity-summits) and 

join Unitarian Universalists of all ages and our justice-seeking 

friends from across the state on October 17th in Hamden, 

CT to reimagine democracy, meet with partner organizations 

doing great work around the state, and build relationships and 

skills for shared practices of justice, democracy, and 

collective liberation. Now is the time to organize, together! 

 

Worship Title: Possibility in the Chaos of Violence with 

Kristianna Smith 

 

Keynote Address: Turned Upside Down for Justice with Juan 

Fonseca Tapia, immigration justice organizer 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshops: 

 We Are Builders: Faith Organizing for Movement Infrastructure (a UU the Vote workshop) 

 Seeds of Justice: Organizing Your Church to Transform the World with Alex Tindall Wiesendanger 

 Congregational Asset Mapping for Justice-Making (workshop leader TBA) 

 Advanced Immigration Justice Work with Juan Fonseca Tapia 

 Making Connecticut a Trans Haven, (UUSC/Pink Haven planning, which will also include planning to 

support people who need to come to Connecticut for reproductive healthcare) with Trans Relocation 

Support of Western Massachusetts 

 Keys for Legislative Success with Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance (aka GHIAA) 

 Election Protection: What if Everything Goes Wrong in November? (workshop leader TBA) 

We will also have phonebanking opportunities throughout the day, calling BIPOC voters in voter-suppression 

states to offer voter information. And we will have roundtables with partner organizations (exact ones to be 

confirmed): Hands Off CT, CT Students for a Dream, CT for All, Equality CT, Reproductive Equity Now, CT 

Tenants Union, and so on.  

 

Most of all, come to meet and connect with others who want a better world. Gaining capacity for meaningful 

action in community is a major antidote to the anxieties of our time.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://secure.everyaction.com/RI0iAI57cEyXnAe5FO3TGA2
www.sidewithlove.org/solidarity-summits
https://www.kristiannasmith.com/
https://www.kristiannasmith.com/
https://www.sidewithlove.org/democracy
https://alextindalwiesendanger.com/
https://www.uusc.org/congregation-hub/pink-haven-coalition/?utm_source=google_cpc&utm_medium=ad_grant&utm_campaign=cbc_ggrant_pmax&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22160818739&gbraid=0AAAAADq4ZShQMEpQMDMUvuTXeW7MfoP6s&gclid=CjwKCAjwwrPVBhA1EiwAv_YO-WmoOidaXGmykHeqYs7V4tJ9hjyYivIzrvV6nCP_uoXqG2u_Jura5hoCa10QAvD_BwE
https://trswmass.com/
https://trswmass.com/
https://cljct.org/ghiaa/
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Our annual Trunk or Treat sponsored by our Senior 

High Youth Group is a real treat for all ages! What makes 

our Trunk or Treat different is that we want everybody to 

have the joy of trick-or-treating in a costume (or not – this 

is optional), adults included! We decorate our car trunks, 

dress up, and take turns giving and receiving regardless of 

age. Please save the date for a Trunk or Treat at 

11:30AM on Sunday, October 25th. Invite friends! This 

year we will have a bounce house because our fall Fun 

Fair bounce house had to be rescheduled due to rain. As 

always, we ask that you make sure that your decorations 

and costumes are culturally respectful and not racist, 

ableist, or transphobic. Learn more and get a list of 

costumes and decorations to avoid here: 

http://www.lspirg.org/costumes 

 

 

  

 
 

From the Auction Committee 

 

 

The yearly UU Danbury Auction needs donations of goods 

and services now!  

 In late October an auction website will be online and 

available for browsing, buying and bidding.  

 The auction is a fun and successful fundraiser for UU 

Danbury.  

 Now is the time to contact the auction team with your 

donations and ideas about possible donations.  

 Watch for the weekly auction emails.  

 We also need volunteers to help make our Nov. 7th 

Happily Ever Auction event the best one ever! 

 Email the auction team: auction@uudanbury.org 

 Or, use our new Contact Us form. 

 Read More about the auction! 

Fellowship Hall, we will hold a 

potluck Passover Seder to which 

all are welcome. The telling of the 

Passover story in narrative and music 

will be shared in an interactive way, 

with the reading of the Haggadah 

(literally, "the telling") being shared 

among participants taking a turn to read 

the story. Nancy Hershatter will lead 

the music piece of the Seder. Others on 

the team are Lou Ann Heller and Judy 

Lacker. Anyone who wants to help is 

welcome to speak with one of us. 

Children are especially welcome. A 

signup sheet for the potluck meal will 

be on the bulletin board in the lobby 

beginning March 15.  
 

Save the Date: Sunday October 25th! 
 

http://www.lspirg.org/costumes
mailto:auction@uudanbury.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScR4VGMQVq85lQNixOy86_sB3R3Jhg-o1be_813YeuP9aSvaw/viewform
https://uudanbury.org/2026/08/23/uu-danburys-auction-fundraiser-is-coming-in-november/
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From the Social Action Council                                                           

                                                              

Dorothy Day Hospitality House                                                                                                  by Lynn Taborsak                                         

 

On the first Saturday of each month, our congregation provides a hot meal and sandwich bags for local Danbury 

residents at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House on Spring Street. It is a commitment we have kept for more than 

40 years. Here is some basic information for both new and returning volunteers. The Soup Kitchen is located at 

11 Spring Street in Danbury. The phone number is 203-743-7988. On our designated day, volunteers arrive at 

1:30 pm to help prepare a hot meal and sandwich bags to distribute at the door. We open at 3:00 and serve 70 to 

140 hot meals and sandwich bags that people take home to enjoy that evening. In addition, one or two volunteers 

supervise 20 to 30 guests who enjoy their meal in the former shelter behind the kitchen. We all stay to clean up 

when the kitchen closes at 4:30 pm.   

 

The rules at Dorothy Day are very simple. All people are welcome, if sober and polite. With no paid staff, the 

soup kitchen opens each day to serve people in need a hot meal. Your main responsibility is to help your team 

leader prepare a hot cooked meal and serve it to the guests who come that day, and, finally, clean up afterwards.  

It is hard work, but very rewarding. 

 

This is an important commitment for our congregation. The guests at Dorothy Day depend on us for this meal 

every month. Parking is limited to a small paved lot on the opposite side of the street. If we all have compact 

cars, we can fit six quite well. However, volunteers are welcome to park their vehicles at St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church at 44 Spring Street and walk down to the kitchen if they prefer.  

 

For other ways that our congregation can support Dorothy Day Hospitality House, click here. 

· Sign up for a Soup Kitchen Team on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 

· Bring your food donations to the UUCD every Sunday   

· Sign up to take our food donations to the kitchen twice a month in the foyer 

· Donate a gift card in any amount from any local supermarket 

· Sign up to make sandwiches, cookies or brownies at ddhhsandwiches@gmail.com 

· Deliver bread and baked goods from Stop & Shop to the kitchen on Thursday morning  

· Organize a toiletry drive for soap, razors, shampoo, conditioner, lotion and combs 

 

 

We can all be an important part of the fight to end hunger in our community! 
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Notes on Two Hundred Years (and More) 
by Douglas H. Parkhurst 

 

Many churches have lay groups that actively support the work of the local parent body and/or denomination but 

are not part of a committee or governing structure. First Universalist Church of Danbury, now Unitarian 

Universalist Congregation of Danbury (UUCD), was and is no exception. Such groups have been an important 

part of the institutional and social fabric of this congregation during much of its history. 

 

Nineteenth century organizations at the Danbury church included a Ladies Aid Society; Women's Missionary 

Society; a Men's Club; and something called the Thursday Night Conference. The early twentieth century saw a 

men's group known as the Laymen's League. Later there was a chapter of the Association of Universalist Women 

(AUW); another try at a Men's Club; and mid-century Universalist Youth Fellowship (UYF) and Liberal 

Religious Youth (LRY) programs. The local and very popular MMT (Meet Me There) club for couples and 

singles was active in the years following World War II.  

 

The latter part of the nineteenth century and the early years of the twentieth were a golden age for "joiners." 

Participation in clubs, associations, fraternal bodies, church and church-related organizations, and other such 

voluntary groups became very popular with Americans. Some Universalist societies had young people's clubs; 

their activities were often characterized as "literary and social." In 1881 the interdenominational Young People's 

Society of Christian Endeavor (YPSCE) was formed by Congregationalists. It soon counted chapters in a variety 

of Protestant churches, including Universalist. An effort by Universalists in the mid-1880s to create a 

denominational youth group, called Young People's Missionary Association, had limited success. Still, the time 

had come for the creation of a Universalist young people's organization, to help bridge the period between the 

Sunday school years and full adult membership and participation in church activities. 

 

A lay organization with a long and impactful life in the Danbury congregation was the local branch of what was 

officially named The National Young People's Christian Union of the Universalist Church or YPCU (in later 

years the National Union was sometimes referred to as the Central Union). The YPCU had its start in October 

1889 in Lynn, Massachusetts, at a gathering of one hundred thirty-one interested young people from fifty-six 

societies in thirteen states. It was inspired by a YPSCE chapter formed the year before at the Universalist church 

in Bay City, Michigan, and was another effort to unite various young people's organizations associated with the 

larger Universalist church. This new organization was intended to be supportive of, but not controlled by, the 

Universalist General Convention [see two notes below]. The following statement appeared in the YPCU's 1889 

constitution and shows the essential religious element at its foundation: "The object shall be to promote an 

earnest Christian life among the young people of the Universalist Church, and the sympathetic union of all 

young people's societies in their efforts to make themselves more useful in the service of God." 

 

National officers in the early years came from Michigan, New York, Massachusetts, Maine, Illinois, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Washington State. A motto, "For Christ and His Church," was adopted. 

Blue (for Truth) and white (for Purity) were chosen as the official YPCU colors. An insignia was created, and 

pins were designed and sold. A periodical called Universalist Union and later renamed Onward was published, 

and service materials and a song book titled Praise and Thanks were prepared. Devotional meetings and 

activities were emphasized and encouraged from the beginning. 
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The YPCU came to have a three-tier structure, with the continental body, state organizations, and local branches. 

The Connecticut YPCU was organized in Hartford on September 16, 1890, with local groups soon forming. 

Most Universalist churches in Connecticut housed YPCU branches at one time or another. These included 

Bridgeport, Danbury, Hartford, Meriden, Middletown, New Haven, New London, Norwich, Putnam, Stafford, 

Stamford, and Thompsonville. In some cases existing young people's groups joined with the new state 

organization [see note below]. The first president of the Connecticut YPCU was a Yale University student 

named Homer Cummings, later to become a prominent lawyer in the state and, from 1933 to 1939, attorney 

general of the United States. Annual state conventions were held around Connecticut, at first in the autumn and 

later in the spring, with local Unions taking turns hosting. The Danbury YPCU was instituted in 1891 and had a 

continuous existence to about 1950, even after the National YPCU reorganized as the Universalist Youth 

Fellowship in 1941. For much of its existence the "young people" of YPCU, called Unioners, were in a broad 

age group, ranging from teens to thirties and even forties. Later this changed with an upper age limit in the mid-

twenties, as older members were encouraged to "graduate" to full church membership. Junior groups for 

youngsters were also formed, including for a time in the Danbury church.  

 

On a continental level the work of the Young People's Christian Union went far beyond the usually local "social, 

literary, musical, and educational" activities of earlier and existing youth groups. During its first years the 

National YPCU, supported by its state and local bodies, focused on domestic missionary work, creating new 

congregations, and building churches. Rev. Quillen H. Shinn, a Civil War veteran and tireless evangelist of 

Universalism, was called the "St. Paul of the Universalist Church" for his extensive circuit-riding efforts and 

associated preaching. For a time he was YPCU's National Organizer [see note below]. In 1895, Rev. William H. 

McGlauflin, a Maine native who later served as General Superintendent of the Universalist General Convention, 

was chosen as Southern Missionary of the Union. Between 1890 and 1917 the YPCU was instrumental in 

establishing new churches in Harriman, Tennessee; Atlanta, Georgia; St. Paul, Minnesota; Little Rock, 

Arkansas; and Chattanooga, Tennessee. A "Two Cents a Week for Missions" effort raised money. Those willing 

and able would put aside two cents a week, to be forwarded to support the Union's work.  

 

The YPCU sponsored a Post Office Mission, which sent Universalist literature by mail. Its goal was: "To extend 

the light into the dark places and to proclaim the gospel of our church where hitherto no voice has been raised in 

its behalf is the sphere of this mission." Local Unions provided mailing lists and donated postage and distribution 

costs. The Universalist Publishing House created literature, paid for in part by a bequest of showman P.T. 

Barnum, born and raised in Bethel, an enthusiastic and generous Universalist who died in 1891. As well, racks 

and "wall-pockets" containing denominational pamphlets and similar information were maintained by local 

Unions in churches and public places. Some state YPCU organizations, including Connecticut, appointed 

superintendents of Christian Citizenship, a department which later became the Social Service Commission. Other 

departments in the National Union included Topics and Devotional; Increased Membership; and Increase of 

Ministry. As well, the Union took a strong pro-temperance stand. Over the years YPCU summer conferences and 

institutes were conducted, in places like Ferry Beach, Maine; Joliet, Illinois; and Camp Hill, Alabama. 

 

The National YPCU held its twenty-fifth anniversary celebration in Boston and Lynn, Massachusetts, in July 

1914. A year earlier there were fourteen state Union organizations with 166 local branches (by late 1914 another 

fifteen branches had been formed). Local members numbered 4,850. In addition, there were forty-four Junior 

Unions with 1,002 members. The total collected over the years through the Two Cents a Week fund-raising 

effort, as of July 1, 1913, was $34,159.95 (approximately equal to the purchasing power of $1,150,000 today). 

New churches given assistance during the Union's first quarter century were as mentioned above, plus in 
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Pensacola, Florida. Formal YPCU support for an existing Universalist mission in Japan had commenced a few 

years earlier. A mission was also established in Texas. There was a department for the systematic study of 

mission work "both at home and abroad." A Union-at-Large effort served isolated Unioners and Universalists, or 

those without a YPCU branch nearby. The national periodical Onward was issued semi-monthly. It numbered 

twelve pages and a subscription cost fifty cents a year. A permanent fund, the income of which helped finance 

the schooling of Universalist divinity students, had been established in 1894. There was another permanent fund 

which income was used to defray YPCU administrative expenses. It was announced that a Twenty-fifth 

Anniversary History of the YPCU was being written and would be published in time for the July 1914 

celebration [see note below].  

 

[Note - The Universalist Church of America (UCA) was earlier known as the Universalist General Convention. 

The UCA and the American Unitarian Association combined in 1961 to form the Unitarian Universalist 

Association.] 

 

[Note - In 1896 Unitarians organized a counterpart to the YPCU called the Young People's Religious Union.] 

 

[Note - For example, a group in the Hartford Universalist church called the Young People's Guild and Stamford's 

Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor.] 

 

[Note - Quillen Shinn was also known as the "Grasshopper Missionary." He maintained that all Universalists 

should be missionaries of their faith.] 

 

[Note - The Twenty-fifth Anniversary History can be found online. Look for A Miniature History of the Young 

People's Christian Union of the Universalist Church by Rev. Frederick A. Bisbee, D.D.] 

 

To be continued in November 2026... 
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Our Mission Statement: 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is an open religious community that welcomes a diversity of people, 

ideas and beliefs.  We celebrate together that which is good in life, and offer comfort and care in times of need.  With 

others, we work to create a just society and a sustainable Earth.  We stand as a beacon for independent thought, 

and encourage lifelong spiritual and intellectual exploration.                      -    Adopted by this congregation May 16, 2008       

 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Danbury is a UUA-designated “Welcoming Congregation” for LGBTQ+ 

people. We welcome all, regardless of age, race, disability, ethnicity, immigration status, sexual orientation, religious 

background, or political affiliation – factors that can separate people in our larger culture. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the November Comment – 

Friday, October 16th.                             
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